
The title of this message is “Gospel Perversions and What is Satan’s Role in Promoting Them?”  This 
is a topic that sort of flows naturally from the last two Part series I did titled, “Why Paul, What is the 
Mystery, and What’s So Important About Dispensational Distinctions?”  I ended that series with a very
brief commentary on what I referred to as Paul’s three greatest fears in 2 Corinthians 11:3-4.  What 
were those three fears?

Paul writes in verse 3, “But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty,
so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. 
4  For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye receive 
another spirit, which ye have not received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might 
well bear with him.

Paul’s three fears are the preaching of another Jesus, the preaching of another spirit or the preaching
of another gospel.  These are three things which Paul fears will corrupt the simplicity that is in Christ 
(verse 3) and indeed they will.

The third fear which Paul spoke of in verse 4 was that someone might be beguiled into embracing 
another gospel - a gospel which is not the correct gospel - a gospel message which does not have 
the ability to produce sanctification in a believer, or worse yet, a gospel message that doesn’t even 
have the power to save a person from eternal damnation in the first place.  Why?  Because Paul is 
referring to a gospel which diverts someone away from the simplicity that is in Christ.  And what is 
the simplicity that is in Christ?

Simply stated, that simplicity is simply trusting in the substitutionary death of the Lord Jesus Christ for
your sins, for individual salvation, for individual justification unto eternal life (JUEL) - trusting in that 
and in that alone adding absolutely nothing else into the equation - no works, no aisle walking, no 
specific prayers, no water baptism rituals or anything that requires your own personal contribution - 
simply a gospel of pure unadulterated grace - the simplicity that is in Christ alone - the Gospel of the 
Grace of God as Paul calls it in Acts 20:24.

And my speculation was, that this was probably Paul’s greatest fear (another gospel) because 
everything having to do with someone’s eternal destiny and living the Christian life begins with the 
correct understanding of God’s gospel message to them, and Paul goes on to say much more about 
this in, 

Galatians 1:6  I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ 
unto another gospel: 
7  which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. 
8  But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we 
have preached unto you, let him be accursed.

In verse 6, we see the “grace of Christ” being contrasted with some other gospel.  The grace of Christ
is a reference to Paul’s gospel, the Gospel of the Grace of God, but some folks are being called unto 
another gospel.  They are being led away unto another gospel, which Paul says in verse 7 is a 
perverted gospel.

In verse 8, Paul makes it clear that whoever might be preaching any other gospel - preaching any 
other gospel other than Paul’s Gospel of the Grace of God - preaching some type of perverted gospel
- that such a person is to be accursed.
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So then, there really isn’t any doctrinal issue of greater importance than what we’re looking at right 
here.  The eternal destiny of every person living today is going to depend on whether they understand
and accept the correct gospel message, or not.  And so, it’s important for us to understand and 
recognize what some of these gospel perversions are, and how that they have become a deception - 
a stumbling block in the lives of well meaning people who truly desire to believe what God says, and 
to be saved - people who would certainly respond to the correct gospel message, if they just knew 
what that gospel message is, but who have been called (who have actually been deceived) unto 
believing a perverted gospel.

As we look into these things, it’s going to be very helpful to gain an understanding of the mechanisms
through which these deceptions are promoted.  And it’s important to understand who it is that is 
generating the promoting of these deceptions.  Now, who would you guess would be generating the 
promotion of these deceptions?  Obviously, that would be Satan and those principalities and powers 
who are working on Satan’s behalf.

As we get into this doctrine of gospel perversions, that’s where I’d like to start - with Satan and his 
satanic policy of evil - not just as the Lord’s primary adversary, but as an adversary against all of 
mankind.

For anyone who has not listened to Part 2 of the message I did on September 28,2025 on Paul, the 
Mystery and Dispensational Distinctions, it would be very helpful to do so.  In Part 2, we saw how that
Satan had been successfully sabotaging God’s plans and purposes for mankind on the earth ever 
since Adam, and then all the way throughout the history of the nation Israel, until God’s program for 
the nation Israel had to be temporarily put on hold in Acts chapter 7, because of Israel’s final, official 
rejection of their Messiah at His first coming, and it has been my observation that there are some 
things pertaining to the activity of Satan which seem to be greatly under-appreciated by mainstream 
Christianity in this current Dispensation of Grace - even by sincere Bible believing Christians.

In Part 2 of that message on Paul, the Mystery and Dispensational Distinctions, you would have 
clearly seen how that up until God revealed the mystery program for this current Dispensation of 
Grace, Satan has been successfully undermining everything that God had set out to accomplish here 
on the earth.  Now, I do think that pretty much all of mainstream Christianity does at least understand 
and appreciate that, because you cannot read through the gospel accounts and not see how that 
Christ and Satan were continually battling against each other.

Christ and His followers were repeatedly casting out demons -  battling against the strong man and 
the demonic elements of the strong man’s house, as Christ described them, in passages like you will 
find in Matthew 12:29,  Mark 3:27 and Luke 11:21.

In John chapter 10 Christ describes Himself as the door through which His sheep, i.e., the people of 
the nation Israel must enter to be saved, and Christ contrasts Himself to any others who have come 
along and presented themselves as the door for the sheep.

In verse 8, Christ refers to those others as “thieves and robbers.”  Now when you consider that 
phrase, ”thieves and robbers”, you might presume that those thieves and robbers are various leaders 
in Israels vain, apostate religious system who are under the influence of their father, the devil, and his
Satanic policy of evil, and you would be correct in that assumption - especially if you remember what 
Christ had just said to certain of those in Israel just a few chapters earlier in John 8:44 - where Christ 
said that they were “of their father the devil…”
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But the ultimate thief and robber, through whose false door some of these sheep will actually accept 
and enter is going to be the Antichrist, indwelt by Satan himself, who will one day commit that 
abomination of desolation in the temple, declaring himself to be god, and to be Israel’s messiah.  He 
will effectively be declaring himself to be that door.  And that is exactly what Jesus had already 
warned Israel back in,

John 5:4 where He said, “I am come in my Father’s name, and ye receive me not: if another shall 
come in his own name, him ye will receive…
Jesus is referring to the Antichrist, indwelt by Satan, who will one day present himself as the door for 
the sheep.

And so it really doesn’t matter whether you want to make those thieves and robbers in John chapter 
10 the apostate leaders of the nation Israel, or Satan and the Antichrist, the underlying objective, 
which is being sought by Satan and his policy of evil is to “to steal, and to kill, and to destroy” as 
Jesus says in verse 10. 

That has always been Satan’s objective for mankind - whether someone knows about these 
objectives or not.  And the question is, “Is this still Satan’s objective for today in this Dispensation of 
Grace?”  And my answer to that question is, “Of course it is.  Nothing has changed.”

In part 2 of that series on Paul and the Mystery, we looked at a number of very interesting and helpful 
passages in the book of Ezekiel where we saw why it was necessary for God to keep the mystery a 
secret - to keep the mystery hid in Himself - hid in God as we read in Ephesians 3:9.

And now I’d like for you to see some other passages in Ezekiel which give us additional information 
about Satan - in particular, about some things which shed a great deal of light on Satan’s character 
and motivation, and what his current goals are for all of mankind.  And we’ll begin this in,
 
Ezekiel 32:2 …Son of man, take up a lamentation for Pharaoh king of Egypt, and say unto him, Thou
art like a young lion of the nations, and thou art as a whale in the seas: and thou camest forth with thy
rivers, and troubledst the waters with thy feet, and fouledst their rivers…

In verse 2, we have the Lord giving to Ezekiel another lamentation;  This lamentation is for Pharaoh, 
king of Egypt.  You’ll soon see who this Pharaoh king of Egypt actually is, but I first want to point out 
that in that study on Paul, the Mystery and Dispensational Distinctions we examined several other 
lamentations in the book of Ezekiel.  

The first one was in Ezekiel 27:2 where the Lord was giving Ezekiel a lamentation for Tyrus - for the 
city of Tyrus, and I explained how that Tyrus was a prophetic picture of another city, a future city, the 
city of future Babylon which in the end times, will be the headquarters of the Antichrist, and how that 
all of Ezekiel chapter 27 was a prophetic picture of the destruction of future Babylon, and I pointed out
how that Ezekiel 27 reads almost identical to how the destruction of future Babylon is described in 
Revelation 18.
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Another lamentation we looked at was in Ezekiel 28:12 where the Lord says to Ezekiel, “Son of man, 
take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord God;  Thou 
sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty.”

Who is this king of Tyrus?  The king of Tyrus is a prophetic picture of Satan as the passage goes on 
to describe the creation of Lucifer and Lucifer’s eventual rebellion against God, at which point he no 
longer is referred to as Lucifer, but is now routinely referred to as Satan - as well as by numerous 
other descriptives like the serpent, the dragon, the Adversary, the tempter and so on - descriptors 
which are used in various passages to illustrate various evil characteristics of Satan’s nature, but the 
point was, that this particular lamentation was upon Satan.

It’s important to know exactly what a lamentation is.  A lamentation, in the contexts which we are 
considering here, is probably best described as a mourning or a wailing in anguish - a wailing of 
someone or some person which is associated with the death or the funeral of whoever that person 
might be.

A lamentation can also be in the context of the destruction or the death of some corporate entity, like 
the city of Tyrus which we saw in Ezekiel 27:2, or even in the context of Israel’s favored nation status 
with Jehovah, which came to it’s end / its death in Ezekiel 21:27 after Israel’s apostacy had 
progressed to the point where there was no longer any remedy.

And, just as we saw in Ezekiel 28:12 with this lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, who is that 
prophetic picture of Satan, so do we see this lamentation for Pharaoh king of Egypt, in Ezekiel 32:2. 

And just as that lamentation upon the king of Tyrus in Ezekiel 28:12 refers to Satan, so does this 
lamentation for Pharaoh king of Egypt also refer to Satan.  Pharaoh king of Egypt is another 
prophetic picture of Satan.

And now we’re going to scan some verses in Ezekiel 32 to see what else we can learn about Satan 
and what he’s all about, so we’ll look at the verse again.

Ezekiel 32:2 …Son of man, take up a lamentation for Pharaoh king of Egypt, and say unto him, Thou
art like a young lion of the nations, and thou art as a whale in the seas: and thou camest forth with thy
rivers, and troubledst the waters with thy feet, and fouledst their rivers…

There are some interesting metaphors here in verse 2 which should all direct the readers 
understanding to the fact that this Pharaoh king of Egypt is indeed referring to Satan.  Look at what 
we have here:

…Thou art like a young lion of the nations…
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Does that metaphor bring any other passage to mind?  In 1 Peter 5:8, Peter writes, “Be sober, be 
vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may 
devour:..
This is just as we read in John 10:10 where Satan’s goal is to steal, and to kill and destroy.

…and thou art as a whale in the seas:  and thou camest forth with thy rivers, and troubledst the 
waters with thy feet, and fouledst their rivers…
There has always been this fascinating association between Satan, the waters, the rivers and the 
sea.  For example, just a few chapters earlier, in Ezekiel 29:3-5, listen to what the Lord had to say 
about this same Pharaoh king of Egypt:

Ezekiel 29:3 says “Thus saith the Lord God;  Behold, I am against thee, Pharaoh king of Egypt, the 
great dragon that lieth in the midst of his rivers, which hath said, My river is mine own, and I have 
made it for myself.
4  But I will put hooks in thy jaws, and I will cause the fish of thy rivers to stick unto thy scales, and I 
will bring thee up out of the midst of thy rivers, and all the fish of thy rivers shall stick unto thy scales.
5   And I will leave thee thrown into the wilderness, thee and all the fish of thy rivers: thou shalt fall 
upon the open fields; thou shalt not be brought together, nor gathered: I have given thee for meat to 
the beasts of the field and to the fowls of the heaven…
Here is one of these fascinating associations between Satan, the waters, the rivers and the sea.

Verse 4 says,  “But I will put hooks in thy jaws, and I will cause the fish of thy rivers to stick unto thy 
scales, and I will bring thee up out of the midst of thy rivers, and all the fish of thy rivers shall stick 
unto thy scales…  
This phrase “all the fish of thy rivers shall stick unto thy scales… is important, and we’ll see what this 
means when we go back to Ezekiel 32.

Then Verse 5 says,  “And I will leave thee thrown into the wilderness, thee and all the fish of thy 
rivers: thou shalt fall upon the open fields;…
This is speaking about the ultimate end of Satan’s career, and the fate of all those nations and people
who have been deceived by Satan, and who have been following him - even entire nations, and we’ll 
see that now, going back to Ezekiel 32. 

Ezekiel 32:7 says, “And when I shall put thee out, I will cover the heaven, and make the stars thereof
dark; I will cover the sun with a cloud, and the moon shall not give her light….
Does this sound familiar?  This is a well known description of end time events.  Ezekiel is describing 
things here that will be taking place, involving Satan and many nations, near the end of the 
Tribulation.

Then as you continue on into the chapter, you see a number of the nations and people who have 
been deceived by Satan.
In verse 18 there is Egypt.
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In verse 22 there is Asshur / Assyria.
In verse 24 is Elam.
In verse 26 is Meshech and Tubal.
In verse 29 is Edom, and
And in verse 30 are all the princes of the north, and all the Zidonians.

These nations have all been deceived by Satan and his lies.  When we were In Ezekiel 29:4 it 
described all these nations and people as “all the fish of thy rivers [that] shall stick unto thy scales…  
These are all those nations who have been deceived by Satan and his policy of evil.  And what is true
about Satan and all these nations?

Ezekiel 32:18 says, “Son of man, wail for the multitude of Egypt, and cast them down, even her, and 
the daughters of the famous nations, unto the nether parts of the earth, with them that go down into 
the pit…

The verse says that there are all these famous nations that have been cast down unto the nether 
parts of the earth - down into the pit.  What is this referring to?  What is the pit?  The pit is that 
bottomless pit which is referred to seven times in the book of Revelation - the bottomless pit into 
which Satan will be cast for 1,000 years during the millennium as we read in Revelation 20:3. 
It’s talking about hell.

And here in Ezekiel 32:18-30, we read six times that all these nations, and all these people, are down
there in the pit, and Satan is right there with them.  They’re all down in hell.  In fact, Satan has a 
particular position among them.

32:25 says, “They have set her a bed in the midst of the slain with all her multitude: her graves are 
round about him: all of them uncircumcised, slain by the sword: though their terror was caused in the 
land of the living, yet have they borne their shame with them that go down to the pit: he is put in the 
midst of them that be slain…

All these nations that have gone down into the pit with Satan are said to be “round about”  Satan - 
that Satan is right there in the midst of them, but here is what you want to see about all this.

32:31 says “Pharaoh shall see them, and shall be comforted over all his multitude, even Pharaoh 
and all his army slain by the sword, saith the Lord God…

Pharaoh, in this prophetic picture, and in this prophetic representation of Satan, is going to be 
comforted.  How is he going to be comforted?  Satan is going to comforted by the multitude of nations
and people that are down there with him in the pit - that are down there with him in hell, ultimately to 
be residing in the lake of fire, eternally separated from God.  Satan is going to be comforted (in some 
perverted way) over the reality that he has deceived so many nations, with their leaders, and their 
people, into believing his lies.
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And the point of all this is to point out that one of Satan’s primary goals for you as an individual, and 
for all of mankind, is our eternal death - just as Christ pointed out in John 10:8-10 where Satan’s goal
is to steal, and to kill and to destroy.

And the question which has to be asked at this point is, “Do you really think Satan has abandoned 
that goal for individuals in the church age of this current Dispensation of Grace?”  I think the answer 
to that question should be obvious.

In Part 2, of the series on Paul, the Mystery and Dispensational Distinctions which was given on 
9/28/25, I mentioned how that prior to developing that series, I had asked brother Bill from our Way 
Too Early Friday Morning Bible Study Group, if he might be able to get the thoughts of some of the 
pastors, in the famous mega church here in the Chicagoland area, with which Bill has interactions 
from time to time.  I asked Bill if he might get an explanation from some of those pastors as to what 
the mystery was - that mystery which the Bible says had been hid in God - that mystery which the 
Bible says had been kept secret since the world began, but which has now been made known, and 
given to us, through the apostle Paul, and in that series, I reported the responses which brother Bill 
got from five of the pastors in that mega church which I summarized in Part 1.

When brother Bill initially confronted these pastors, he mentioned to them how that he was seeking 
to get their thoughts on what the mystery was, because he had a friend who was planning to teach on
the mystery.  That friend of course was me.

One of those pastors has since gone on to become the head pastor of that mega church, and Bill 
went back to that pastor inviting him to listen to my 2 part message on Paul the Mystery and 
Dispensational Distinctions, because wouldn’t you presume that anyone who had been asked about 
this, and who actually responded to the inquiry with interest, might have been curious or interested, at
least to some degree, in the end product of Bill’s inquiries?  

And do you know what?  That man refused to listen to the message. He would not listen to the 
message.  And do you know why?

I’m not going to say that I can definitively conclude exactly why he refused to listen to the message, 
but he did say to brother Bill that he did not embrace dispensational teaching, so I can reasonably 
presume that the concept of dispensational distinctions turned him off to such a degree that he 
apparently concluded that there could be nothing of any value, or worth his time, to listen to any 
message having to do with dispensationalism.

And do you know what?  There are multitudes of people in the so called Christian community who 
have the very same reaction, and to those people, I have a series of questions which I would very 
much like to ask, and I’ll start with some simple basics.
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Question #1  
Do you believe that there exists a place called hell, which will ultimately to be cast into the lake of fire,
where some people will be spending eternity separated forever from God?

Christ certainly had some things to say about this:  In Mark 9:43-48 Christ said that if your hand or 
your foot or your eye caused you to sin, it would be better for you to cut off your hand or foot, or to 
pluck out your eye - that it would be better for you to do that than to be cast into the hell fire, and we 
just looked at those prophetic passages in Ezekiel describing the fate of Satan, down in the pit, down 
in hell, along with all the nations and people that he has been able to deceive.

Also Revelation 20:14 teaches us that death and hell will ultimately be cast into the lake of fire, which
is called the second death which is eternal death and separation forever from God, so all of this is 
certainly a reality.

Question #2  
Do you believe that there was ever a time in your life when you were destined to spend eternity in 
that place if you had not responded to how God says you need to respond in order to avoid it?

This is a question which any true Christian would be able to answer, and who would answer in the 
affirmative, because of course there was such a time.  It is inherently obvious that no one can 
approach God except in the manner in which God says you must approach Him.

You cannot expect to be righteous before God, unless you accept and believe in what He has said 
you must accept and believe to be righteous, and of course, that would be the gospel message which
has the power today to give you eternal life.

Question #3
Do you believe that you have responded to what God says you must respond to in order to avoid that
place (in order to avoid hell and the ultimate lake of fire)?

There are some religions that would contend that no one is able to answer this question during one’s 
lifetime, but this is a question which really shouldn’t really require much commentary.  Either you 
believe that you have met God’s requirement for you to obtain a righteous standing before Him, or 
you do not.

Question #4
If you presume that you are righteous before God, do you believe that you will be spending eternity 
basically here on the earth or in heaven - in the heavenly places?

This is a question which every believer should be able to answer correctly.  It has to do with what the 
Bible refers to as the hope of our calling.  We see the hope of our calling in Ephesians 1:18 and in 
Ephesians 4:4, where Paul says that today, we are called in one hope of our calling - just one.
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So, what is that one hope?  Is it the hope of becoming part of what God will someday be 
accomplishing here on the earth through the nation of Israel, or is it the hope of becoming part of 
what God is currently doing today, to accomplish His purpose in the heavenly places?  It’s not going 
to be both, because Ephesians 4:4 says we have one hope, and the distinction between these two 
different hopes are clearly seen in,

Ephesians 1:10 which says, “That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather 
together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him:…

This verse is pointing out that there will be a time, in the future, in another dispensation (which is 
referred to here as the dispensation of the fullness of times) where Israel’s hope here on the earth, 
and the hope of the Body of Christ in the heavenly places will both come under the headship of the 
Lord Jesus Christ - that there are two separate hopes which will come under the headship of the Lord
Jesus Christ in a future dispensation.

You can read the same thing in Colossians 1:19-20 where it is referred to there as the reconciling of 
both the earthly realm and the heavenly realm unto Christ.

These verses are all pretty clear and easy to understand, and let me say, at this point, that if you do 
not understand this, or worse yet, if you were to reject this, then you have taken the first step 
towards being deceived into accepting a perverted gospel.

Question #5
Can you confidently say, and be willing to profess to anyone, without a shadow of doubt, that your 
eternal future is certain - that you are saved and righteous before God?

If you are truly righteous before God, you should be able to make that profession.  Such a profession 
is not some prideful boast.  It might sound like a prideful boast to some lost person, but it is based 
entirely on what Christ did, and has absolutely nothing to do with anything you did - so it is not a 
boast.  It is simply believing what God has said.  

That’s exactly what Paul emphasizes in Galatians 6:14 where he says, “God forbid that I should glory
[boast] save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
So, anyone who is righteous before God can confidently make this profession, and it would be very 
helpful to see this (and more) in,

1 Thessalonians 1:5 which says, “For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, 
and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you 
for your sake.
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To be able to confidently make a profession of our assurance of salvation is the assurance of 
salvation which Paul speaks of here in verse 5, where Paul says that the gospel that he and his 
colleagues preached, came not unto the Thessalonians in word only, but also in power, and in the 
Holy Ghost, and also in much assurance - assurance - assurance that the gospel message which 
the Thessalonians had responded to was going to do exactly what God says it will do.

There’s a lot of critical doctrine in this verse.  What else does it say?  It says that the correct gospel 
message came unto the Thessalonians in power, in that the gospel which Paul and his colleagues 
preached provided the power of God to produce salvation unto anyone who makes the faith choice 
to believe what God says Christ accomplished for them.  Anyone who makes that faith choice now 
has a righteous standing before God, because that is the power that the correct gospel message 
has the power to accomplish.

In the very first letter in our Bibles from Paul, in Romans 1:16, Paul says that the good news 
pertaining to Christ - the good news according to the gospel which Paul and his colleagues are 
preaching, is that it is “the power of God unto salvation, to everyone that believeth.…

In 1 Corinthians 1:18 it says that “the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness;  but 
unto us which are saved it is the power of God…

So it’s Paul’s Gospel of the Grace of God which has the power to save a person today.

Continuing on in 1 Thessalonians 1:5 Paul then goes on to say that the gospel which he and his 
colleagues preached came also unto them in the Holy Ghost, in that it is the Holy Ghost - the Holy 
Spirit who baptizes us into Christ and into one separate body - the Body of Christ.  That is 1 
Corinthians 12, and we should look at that:

1 Corinthians 12:12  For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that 
one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ. 
13  For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we 
be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit…

The first thing that just jumps right off the page of scripture here is this one body. You see the one 
body 3 times in verse 12, and you see it again in verse 13.

The spiritual transaction which is being described in these two verses results in the formation of one 
body.  That one body is the Body of Christ - the church of this current Dispensation of Grace.

I’ve already pointed out that in Ephesians 4:4, Paul said that today, we have one hope of our 
calling, and that the one hope of our calling is our role in the heavenly places, but Paul also said in 
Ephesians 4:4 that for us today, as members of the Body of Christ, there is one body, and here it is, 
four times in verses 12 and 13.
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But that’s not all that Paul said in Ephesians 4. In Ephesian 4:4, Paul said that today, there is one 
Spirit, and here is that one Spirit in verse 13.  And what does that one Spirit do?  The verse says 
that it baptizes us into the one body - the Body of Christ. 
But that’s still not all. In Ephesians 4:5, Paul says that for today, there is only one baptism.  And 
here is that one baptism in 1 Corinthians 12:13.  This one baptism, by the Holy Ghost / by the Holy 
Spirit is the only baptism which is associated with God’s program for the church, the Body of Christ 
today - the Holy Spirit baptizing individuals into the one Body of Christ.

You can also read about this same one baptism for today in Colossians 2:12 where it is stated that 
this one baptism is an operation of God.  It is an operation accomplished by the Holy Spirit exactly 
as it says in 1 Corinthians 12:13, and it has nothing at all to do with any water ritual.

And at this point, let me just say that if you do not believe that this one baptism by the Holy Spirit is 
the mechanism by which an individual is placed into the Body of Christ, and that this one baptism by 
the Holy Spirit has nothing at all to do with water, that you have taken one giant step towards being 
able to be deceived by a perverted gospel.  

We’ll see a whole lot more about this is Part 2 of this message, but getting back to 1 Thessalonians 
1:5, the third thing in verse 5 which came unto the Thessalonians, and which will also come unto us, 
as a result of the gospel which Paul and his colleagues preached, is much assurance - assurance of
our salvation.

Assurance of your salvation is obviously inherent in a person who is justified in the eyes of God, when
you look at passages like you find in Romans chapter 5 and 8.

In Romans 5, we now have access to God.  We can now develop the ability to actually glory in the 
tribulations that may come our way throughout our lives - to glory and mature from them rather than 
to despair.  We have peace with God and we are now saved from the wrath of God which by 
necessity must come upon anyone who has rejected God’s gift of salvation.  We never have to worry 
about the wrath of God.

In Romans 8, God already refers to us as having been glorified (verse 30) because our glorification 
is the inevitable result of the fact that we have been justified.  God looks at the whole process as a 
done deal.  And then God says that we cannot be condemned and that there is nothing that can now 
separate from the love of Christ.

Folks, knowledge of our assurance of salvation, simply by believing in what God says about it, should
also be obvious from verses like 1 Corinthians 1:21 and Ephesians 1:13. 

1 Corinthians 1:21 says “For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it 
pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe…
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There’s the believing.  And then what happens when you believe?  What happens the moment you 
believe?   

Ephesians 1:13 says, “In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of 
your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 
14  which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the
praise of his glory…

Instantly, the moment after you believed the gospel of your salvation - not the gospel of Israel’s 
salvation or some perverted gospel - that the moment that you believe Paul’s Gospel of the Grace of 
God, which has the power to save you, that same Spirit who baptized you into the Body of Christ in 1 
Corinthians 12, now seals your future until the Rapture.  That is your assurance of salvation.

So then just from the standpoint of basic logic, what can be concluded about someone who is not 
sure of their salvation?  You would have to ask the question, “Why would they not be sure?”  What 
could possibly cause them to be unsure?

I believe that if you think about these questions long enough, the only answer that you could come up
with is that the person is either unsure about what they did (as an individual), or that they are unsure 
about what they failed to do (as an individual) to in order to be justified, or what would be even 
worse, that they do not believe what God has said about these things.  But woe to the person who 
goes down any of those roads, because then justification becomes a matter of what, or how much, 
do you still need to do, or what, and how much of what you have been doing, do you need to stop 
doing?  How much is enough?  And this is where you get those perverted gospel messages like, 

1) You need to turn from sin.  

Well, please show me the person who has ever successfully turned from their sin.  There is no one 
who has ever walked on the face of the earth who has successfully turned from their sin.  You can’t 
successfully turn from your sins even after you’re saved and become righteous before God, much 
less making that a requirement for salvation - ridiculous!  Yet, you hear it all the time.  You need to 
turn from your sins, and that means you need to perform in some new way to receive salvation - that 
there is something you need to do.

Here’s another one:
2) You need to make Jesus the Lord of your life

Nobody has any capacity to make Jesus the Lord of their life until after they’re saved, become 
justified, and are indwelt with the Holy Spirit of God and have Christ working in them.  Gospel 
perversions that make statements like this are basically mistaking appropriate Christian service after 
salvation for something that is required to obtain salvation.
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Or, the person is being taught this perverted gospel message because of things which Jesus said 
during His earthly ministry to Israel in the gospel accounts - like the things Jesus said the rich young 
ruler in Matthew 19 needed to do, or in Luke 9:23 where Jesus said that anyone who wants to come 
unto Him needs to pick up his cross daily and follow Him.  Making Jesus the Lord your life to obtain 
justification is just another perverted gospel message, because once again, there are going to be 
some things that you need to start doing.

Here’s another one:
3)  You need to invite Jesus into your heart.  This sounds really nice, doesn’t it?  But the reality is that 
you don’t invite God - it’s God who does all the inviting.  All you do is the accepting - or not.

Do you know where this perversion usually comes from?  It usually comes from Revelation 3:20 
where Christ says to the church at Laodicea (that church which was not doing very well) - He says, 
“Behold, I stand at the door, and knock.  If any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in 
to him, and will sup with him, and he with me…”

There is no gospel message there - nothing about the death of the Lord Jesus Christ for your sins, 
and these words from Christ are words are spoken to a particular church, in Israel’s program, during 
the Tribulation, because that particular church is really going off the rails.

Another one:
4)  You need to be sorry for your sins, or, you need to repent and believe the gospel.

Messages that speak about repenting for your sins generally tie the concept of repentance to the idea
of turning from your sin, or to be sorry for your sins, but that’s not what repentance is at all.  To repent 
is to change your thinking - to change your mind about something - to change your mind about 
something you’ve been wrong about.  Proverbs 14:12 sums this up about as well as any statement 
could, where it says, “There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways
of death… 

It’s the natural inclination of a person to be wrong about what it takes to be righteous in the eyes of 
God, and how to make it to heaven, and in the context of salvation, it’s all about changing your 
thinking about how to obtain righteousness before God.   

Billy Graham was on the Tonight Show with Johnny Carson some decades ago, and the conversation
naturally led to a discussion on what was necessary for a person to make it into heaven.  Billy made 
sure to point out that we’re all sinners, that we needed a Saviour, and that Christ was that Saviour, 
and that we need to be sorry for our sins.  And Johnny asked him, “How sorry do we need to be?” to 
which Billy replied, “Real sorry.”  Well, where does that leave you? 
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All these kind of things, as subtle or as insignificant as they may seem to be are nevertheless things 
that depend on you - what you need to do, and that’s a road you don’t want to go down because 
then, the questions become,

Have I done enough?
Am I really sorry enough for my sins?
Am I really making Jesus the Lord of my life?  
What is the measure of whether I’m making Jesus the Lord of my life or not?  
Have I turned from my sins?  This last one is probably the most absurd requirement of them all - that 
you need to turn from sins, so  I want to say a bit more about that particular gospel perversion - that 
you need to turn from your sins.

As I already pointed out, there is no mortal man who has ever walked the face of the earth who has 
successfully turned from their sin, and the question then becomes, “How much of my sin, and which 
of my sins, do I have to turn away from successfully to make the grade?”

So that’s where religion steps in and says, “Well, there are these mortal sins.  If you commit one of 
those you’re really in trouble, and we’re not sure we can help you out, but there are these venial sins 
which pretty much everyone commits from time to time.  They’re not as bad, so if you kind of continue
to be mindful of those sins, and if you continually confess them, and if you do your best to avoid them,
God might then extend His grace to you, so that after you die you’ll find out how you did, and maybe 
you won’t have to spend so much time in purgatory before you finally make it.  And then if we get a 
whole bunch of people to pray for you after you die, God might extend a little more grace to you and 
even shorten your time in purgatory.

Folks, that is not what the grace of God is all about. 

All you need to do to see how absurd all that is would be to look at a few verses in Romans chapter 5,
where we read that prior to being justified by faith, we were literally enemies of God, and that we were
without any power at all, and that we were without any strength to do anything to contribute to our 
justification.  We had nothing we could possibly contribute.  Romans 5:6-10

All of these gospel perversions are a result of a failure to be able embrace our assurance of 
salvation, and all of these things result in another giant step towards being deceived into 
accepting a perverted gospel.

Before we began looking some of the common gospel perversions, we looked at 5 questions 
addressed to those who fail to embrace dispensational teaching, but there are still some additional 
questions that need to be asked.  

Question #6
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Do you think that there are people today in the Christian community who presume they are saved but 
who are not - people who think they’re saved but who are actually lost?  Well, Jesus said there were -
in Israel’s program.

In Matthew 7:21-23, Jesus said, “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 
22  Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name
have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 
23  And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity…

Here you have some people who thought they were right with God, but who were not.  You can also 
read about people like this in Acts 19:13-20, where Paul encountered some Jewish exorcists who 
were perfect examples of the people who Christ was describing in Matthew 7. They were going 
around casting evil spirits out of people, but they were lost people in Israel’s kingdom program, who 
presumed that they were right with God.

Now, someone might say, “Well that was then, but what about now?  What makes you think it’s that 
way today?”  Well, in this current Dispensation of Grace, in God’s program for the church today, Paul 
teaches about, and warns us about, the same type of people who think they’re right with God, but 
who are not.  He warns us about those people in the same passage which has been the focus of 
everything I’ve been talking about in this message - Paul’s three greatest fears in 2 Corinthians 11:3-
4 - those people who are preaching another Jesus, another spirit or another gospel, and what does 
Paul have to say about these teachers?  He calls them deceitful, false apostles, just like we saw in 
Matthew 7.

2 Corinthians 11:13 …For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into 
the apostles of Christ. 
14  And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. 
15  Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of 
righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works…
Verses 14 and 15 say that these people who are preaching another Jesus, or another spirit or another
gospel are Satan’s ministers.  They are Satan’s ministers who are preaching about righteousness.  
And that’s what’s going on today!

And we’ll look into these false teachers in Part 2.
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