This is Part 2 of my message on Gospel Perversions and Satan’s motivations and involvement in
promoting those perversions. Just to review a bit, this message on gospel perversions has been
based largely on what I've referred to as Paul’s three greatest fears in 2 Corinthians 11:3-4.

Those three fears were the destructive results cased by someone who may be preaching about
another Jesus, or another spirit or (especially) about another gospel - another gospel which Paul
refers to as a perverted gospel in Galatians 1:6-7 - a perverted gospel message in the sense that it
would not have the power to result in justification before God.

In Part 1, | then stated that it has been my observation that there are some things pertaining to Satan
which seem to be greatly under appreciated by mainstream Christianity in this current Dispensation of
Grace - even by sincere Bible believing Christians.

In Part 1, we then looked at Christ’s words to the people of Israel in John chapter 10. In John
chapter 10, Christ referred to Himself as the door through which His sheep (the people of the nation
Israel) -

the door through which they need to enter, but that there are going to be others, who Christ refers to
as thieves and robbers who will be claiming that they are the door through which the sheep /
through which Israel must enter - the ultimate thief and robber being Satan himself whose objective it
is, is to steal, and to kill and to destroy. John 10:10

We then looked at some fascinating passages in the prophet Ezekiel, where Ezekiel presents a
number of prophetic pictures of the Antichrist and Satan using metaphors like the dragon, the prince
of Tyrus, or the King of Tyrus, or Pharaoh king of Egypt.

These prophetic pictures of the Antichrist and Satan all had to do with the ultimate end of Satan’s
career. These passages were describing that time in the future when Satan, and all the nations, and
all the people who Satan had deceived with his lies - how that all these nations and people will
ultimately end up down in the pit - down in hell.

We looked at all of this primarily to see some very revealing things about the character and motivation
of Satan, and what we saw in Ezekiel 32:31 was that Satan will actually be comforted in some way,
by the multitude of nations and people who he has been able to deceive, and who are all down there
with him, in the pit - down in hell, because one of Satan’s primary objectives is to do whatever he can
do to ensure the eternal damnation of everyone he can possibly deceive. That objective has not
changed.

| then pointed out how that there are some folks who are going to be saying, “All this stuff you’ve
been talking about that was going on at Christ’s 1st coming - the presence of demons, demon
possession and all that stuff in the gospel accounts - it’s just not like that today anymore - that Satan
is not interfering in the lives of people like that today, but he is. Satan’s objectives have not changed.



The only difference is that Satan and his policy of evil today are being manifested on more of a
spiritual level than on a physical level - like they were in Israel’s program. It is now spiritual warfare.
It's spiritual wickedness. Ephesians 6:12

Follow along in 2 Corinthians 10 beginning in verse 3:

In 2 Corinthians 10:3, Paul says that “though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh:...
Why does Paul say that?

4 (for the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God...

And how does that work? It works through the “all spiritual blessings” which God provides to us
according to the doctrines which Paul has taught us as elements of the mystery.

Ephesians 1:3

And what does that do? What does that do for us? It works

...to the pulling down of strong holds;...

5 casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God,
and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;...

Notice that the end result of the spiritual blessings which we have according to what God is providing
today is

...the obedience of Christ...

If you want to be obedient to Christ in this current Dispensation of Grace, you're not going to
accomplish that by being obedient to Christ as Christ taught His followers in the gospel accounts,
under law, but by being obedient to Christ according to the words which Christ gave to Paul, and
which Paul has revealed to us as elements of Pauline Grace Mystery Truth.

So, it is my contention that there are things pertaining to Satan which are going on today which are
greatly under-appreciated by mainstream Christianity in this current Dispensation of Grace - even by
sincere Bible believing Christians.

How else can we know this? Scripture confirms this. | want to take you through some of the things
which Paul says are occurring in this current Dispensation of Grace.

Listen to what Paul says about the Gospel of the Grace of God - Paul’s gospel, the gospel which has
been given to Paul by the risen Lord Jesus Christ, and which is the only gospel that has the power to
save someone today. Listen to what Paul says in 2 Corinthians.

2 Corinthians 4:3 ...But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost:

So how is it that Pauls gospel is being hid from lost people?

4 in whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the
glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them...

Paul’'s gospel message - the only gospel message which has the power to save a person today has
been hid from people who are lost - people who have been blinded by the god of this world, and who
is the god of this world? It's Satan - the prince of the power of the air. Ephesians 2:2 It's Satan -
the prince of this world, as Christ refers to Satan three times in the gospel of John.
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John 12:31; John 14:30; John 16:11
In Ephesians 4:27, Paul states that it is entirely possible that a believer can “give place / give
opportunity to the devil...

In 1 Thessalonians 3:5, Paul’s concern is that the Thessalonians, who were probably the finest
examples of properly functioning Christians - that even they were capable of being tempted by the
tempter.

In 1 Timothy 3:7, where the context is actually that of church leaders, Paul warns that it is possible
even for a church leader to “fall into the reproach and the snare of the devil... a church leader!

In 1 Timothy 4:1, Paul states that the time is coming when some are going to “depart from the faith,
giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils...

What faith do you think Paul is referring to here? That would be the “one faith” which Paul refers to
in Ephesians 4:5 - that one separate body of truth from 2 Timothy 2:15 that pertains to the church in
this present Dispensation of Grace, along with Paul’s gospel and everything associated with the
mystery. That is the faith which Paul is referring to here.

Notice also how the verse says that this deception is being done.

The verse says that this is being done by “seducing spirits...

That would be by another kind of spirit (or spirits) wouldn’t it? - just like 2 Corinthians 11:4 warns
about. Then notice also that this is an orchestration and product of “devils.... Itis part of the Satanic
policy of evil.

And things can get even worse. In 2 Timothy 2:24-26, notice that all these negative influences by
Satan can progress in a person to the point where that person is literally in “the snare of the deuvil,
taken captive by him (Satan) at his will...

The point of all these examples is to demonstrate how that Satan is most certainly intervening in the
lives and destiny of people today, whenever he can, wherever he can, and even in Christian people,
and even in Christian leaders, as these verses describe.

The point of all these passages is to point out how that the only way a person can be protected from
this interference by Satan is to acknowledge, and to believe, and to be sure that we remember all
the things which Paul has taught us in his epistles.

And now, we’re going to pick up where we left off in Part 1 looking at,

2 Corinthians 11:13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the
apostles of Christ.

14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.

15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness;
whose end shall be according to their works.

Verses 14 and 15 say that these people who are preaching another Jesus, or another spirit or
another gospel from back in verses 3 and 4, are Satan’s ministers. They are Satan’s ministers, and
they are preaching about righteousness, but the righteousness which they are preaching about is not
according to the manner in which righteousness is achieved today - and that’s the problem.

But that’s what’s going on today!



Now, some of these false teachers of righteousness today, are most certainly doing so by design, and
they’re easy to identify. You hear them in the so-called Christian media all the time. These are
people who are simply trying to make a name for themself and who are trying to get your money.
Paul goes on to describe teachers like this in verses 19-20, but | would suggest to you that the
overwhelming maijority of teachers who you hear preaching another Jesus, or another spirit, or
another gospel, and the righteousness which is associated with all that, are people who are simply
ignorant of the dispensational distinctions which would prevent them from doing so.

However, there is yet another possible reason for this inability to be able to preach the correct Jesus,
or the correct spirit, and especially the correct gospel. There is another possible reason which is
really quite alarming, and which raises another important question.

In Part 1, we raised six important questions, and now we come to:

Question #7

7) Do you think that it is possible that Satan is able to deceive church leaders into accepting and
preaching a perverted gospel message which does not have the power to save a person from that
destiny of hell, the lake of fire and eternal separation from God? And is it possible that there are
church leaders who have been deceived into believing a perverted gospel themselves?

| hate to have to say that this is certainly a reality, so we need to look into some very important
passages to demonstrate this. We'll begin in,

1 Corinthians 2:12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God;
that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God.

13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy
Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.

14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him:
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.

15 But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man.

16 For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of
Christ.

Chapter 3

1 And |, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes
in Christ.

2 | have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now
are ye able.

3 For ye are yet carnal:...

This is a very important and enlightening passage, and for the purpose of the context in which Paul is
speaking here, Paul has separated all of humanity into four categories of people. There is the
natural man in verse 14. The natural man is someone who is lost - someone who is not a Christian
at all.
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Then there is the spiritual man in verse 15. The spiritual man is a saved, believing Christian who
has attained an expected level of spiritual maturity - a saved believer who has been growing
appropriately.

Then there is the carnal man - the carnal Christian. Paul begins describing the carnal Christian in
chapter 3. The carnal Christian is someone who is saved, but the carnal Christian is someone who
has failed to grow to maturity, and there are things that he simply cannot understand yet. In fact, Paul
brings this up in this passage because these Corinthians he’s writing to are the classic example of
carnal Christians. These carnal Christians have not matured spiritually. They are essentially
functioning according to the wisdom of the world. They are essentially no different in their doctrinal
understanding than Paul’s 4th category of saved, believing Christians who he refers to babes in
Christ.

We see these babes in Christ in chapter 3:1. These babes in Christ are brand new Christian
believers who can’t really be expected to know that much about their position in Christ at that point,
but it’s the natural man that we want to focus on here - up in verse 14 - a man who is not saved.
This is anyone who is not a Christian, and look at what we learn about this man.

Verse 14 says that the natural man cannot receive the things of the Spirit of God. Why is that? Let’s
back up a bit to verse 11 here in chapter 2 to see why the natural man, the unsaved man cannot
receive the things of God.

11 For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the
things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.

12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might
know the things that are freely given to us of God...

The Spirit of God must be present [in a man] for the things of God to be able to be received. The
unsaved, natural man does not have the Spirit of God. It is only a saved Christian believer who has
the Spirit of God dwelling in them, so you have to consider the question of whether some church
leader is vehemently opposed to anything having to do with dispensational distinctions, simply
because they have responded personally to some perverted gospel - so that they never become
saved at all and are therefore simply incapable of receiving or understanding God’s dispensational
truths.

Having said all that, it would be helpful to consider how the book of Romans is organized. There is
no question but that Romans is the most important book in the entire Bible for people living today.
That is undeniable. Why? Because Israel’s prophetic kihngdom program came to a temporary halt in
Acts 7. And what does that have to do with the book of Romans?

If Israel’s program is no longer operational, there is no longer any way for a Gentile person to obtain
individual salvation. The Gentle can no longer become a proselyte who comes to Israel, and gets
water baptized, and becomes part of the nation Israel, so now it's important to understand how a man
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is able to obtain individual salvation independent of the nation Israel, and the book of Romans
explains all that. Things have changed. This is a new dispensation.

In Romans 1-8, Paul explains his salvation gospel message for people today, and all of the basic
doctrines which we now need to know and understand.

After he does that, Paul then goes on in chapters 9-11, to answer anyones questions about what
God’s plans are now for the nation Israel, now that God has temporarily set Israel’s kingdom program
aside.

Then in chapters 12-13, Paul gives a very basic outline of how our lives are supposed to be affected
by all the doctrines he has just given to us.

Then in chapter 14, Paul acknowledges that now, there are going to be some Jews who never knew
anything except Israel’'s program, who are going to presume that some of the doctrines that were part
of Israels program are okay to carry over into this new Dispensation of Grace, but of course, it's not
okay to carry those previous doctrines over into this Dispensation of Grace, so Paul instructs those
mature believers who do understand all these appropriate current doctrines, how they need to deal
appropriately with those who do not yet understand them, and the reason that it is so important not to
carry those previous doctrines from Israel’s program into this current Dispensation of Grace is
summarized by Paul in

Romans 15:5-6 where he says how important it is that we all “be likeminded one toward another
according to Christ Jesus: [and] That ye [meaning we, as members of the Body of Christ, “may with
one mind and one mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ...

Do you know what Paul means to “be likeminded one toward another according to Christ Jesus...? It
means that nobody should be preaching “another Jesus” as Paul warns us about in 2 Corinthians
11:3. Nobody should any longer be preaching Jesus Christ according to prophecy as a means
through which a person is able to obtain righteousness before God.

Then, to make this absolutely clear to anyone, Paul immediately goes on to explain in verse 8 how
that Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision. The circumcision is Israel. And what was Christ
doing? Why was He that minister to Israel? It was “for the truth of God, to confirm the promises
made unto the fathers...

But now things have changed. We are in a new dispensation so that now Paul (verse 16) “should be
the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the Gospel of God...

That Gospel of God would be Paul’s Gospel of the Grace of God, and we had better be preaching the
correct gospel message. There must be this likemindedness among believers. Paul refer to this
likemindedness repeatedly throughout his epistles.

in 1 Corinthians 1:10, Paul says, “Now | beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be
perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment...

Why is Paul bringing this up? Paul brings this up because verse 12 tells us that some folks in Corinth
were functioning according to the teaching of Peter and of Christ saying - “| am of Peter, and | of
Christ...



So what’s the problem with that? What could possibly be wrong about following Peter and Christ? It
means that there were some people who reverting back into the law program and the preaching of
Jesus Christ according to prophecy - and the law - when in this current church age we are supposed
to be following Christ according to the revelation of the mystery, and we not under the law.

And Paul continues to emphasize this necessity of being likeminded over and over again throughout
his letters. In

Philippians 1:27, Paul beseeches the Philippians that they “stand fast in one spirit, with one mind
striving together for the faith of the gospel;...

And then in Ephesians 4:3-6, Paul outlines those seven critical truths in which all believers today are
supposed to likeminded about. In Part 1, we looked at a number of these truths, like,

the one body

the one Spirit

the one hope of our calling

the one baptism - the only baptism which applies to anyone today.

All of these things are components of the “one faith” which Paul also includes in that list - that one
faith being that one body of doctrine which pertains to believers today.

And then just five verses later beginning in verse 11, Paul goes on to say that the risen Lord Jesus
Christ, after He had ascended up to the right hand of God the Father, gave us apostles, prophets,
evangelists, pastors and teachers... Why?

12 for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:
And what was the purpose and intent:

13 till we all come in the unity of the faith... the unity of that “one faith” in Ephesians 4:5 - that
we should all be teaching the same thing.

And that’s why Paul said in 1 Corinthians 14:37 that “If any man think himself a prophet or spiritual,
let him acknowledge that the things which | write unto you are the commandments of the Lord...

And that's why Paul can say in 2 Timothy 2:7, “Consider what | say, and the Lord give thee
understanding in all things...

...in all things... an understanding in the truths pertaining to Israel’s prophetic kingdom program, and
in the truths pertaining to the church, the Body of Christ today - that if you consider what Paul has
said, that you will able to accurately know the difference between all those truths which pertain to
Israel’'s program, and all those truths which pertain to the church today.

In 2 part of the series on Paul, the Mystery and Dispensational Distinctions, | said in that message,
that the number one objection which critics have against dispensationalism is that we focus too much
on Paul, and too little on what Jesus taught in the gospel accounts.

Well, | can assure those critics, that Dispensationalists can, and do, teach what Jesus taught in the
gospel accounts as thoroughly, and as accurately, as anyone else, because when you do that, it only
highlights the differences between Israel’s kingdom program and God’s program for the church of

7



today, and those critics are never going to really understand what Jesus was teaching in the gospel
accounts, as it is meant to be understood, unless they consider those things in light of what Paul has
said - and unless they’re willing to believe what the verses say, and not spiritualize the verses, the
way they would like to spiritualize the verses, to make the verses mean something other than what
the verses actually say. They spiritualize the verses to make the verses fit some favored theological
system that they happen to be a part of.

Follow along in 1 Timothy where Paul say in,

1 Timothy 6:3 “If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the words of
our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to godliness;

4 he is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about questions and strifes of words, whereof cometh
envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings,

5 perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is
godliness: from such withdraw thyself...

Do you understand the truths and warnings in this passage? Verse 3 speaks of men who teach
otherwise. Otherwise than what? Teaching things other than what Paul is teaching us.

And then Paul says, “and consent not to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus
Christ...

because Paul is teaching us words he received by revelation from the risen Lord Jesus Christ -
Galatians 1:11-12 Those words are the words of Jesus Christ according to the revelation of the
mystery.

I'll say it again. Paul told us in 1 Corinthians 14:37 that the things which he writes unto us are the
commandments of the Lord.

But let’s keep going (verse 3), “and to the doctrine which is according to godliness...

If you're interested in demonstrating some degree of godliness in this present church age, it's going to
be directly proportional to degree in which you understand who you are in Christ, what you have in
Christ, and what God is actually doing through the formation of the Body of Christ according to Paul’s
revelation of the mystery, and if all these things are not the basis upon which a man is functioning
today, Paul says in verse 4 that that man is (and now we come to what is probably the biggest
problem most of the time)

that that man is proud, knowing nothing - pride. Pride was not only the downfall of Lucifer, but it's one
of the biggest problems in people and in some teachers today.

In the book of Proverbs, it teaches us about seven things which the Lord hates - seven things which it
says are an abomination to the Lord, and do you know what heads the list? Pride - a proud look.
Proverbs 6:16-19 Sometimes the Proverbs are able to diagnose the problem with spot on accuracy.
Proverbs 13:10 says that “Only by pride cometh contention:... Oh, the problems associated with
pride.
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Imagine how a man is going to feel, after investing all that time and money in a seminary education
somewhere, learning all about the teaching of Jesus Christ according to prophecy, fully embracing the
Gospel of the Kingdom as the gospel message of salvation for a person today, only to be confronted
at some point in his life, with the reality that maybe he didn’t get it right. Maybe he even wrote some
books. Pride takes over. So then what might that man do?

Verse 4 goes on to say that he starts “doting about questions... What's that? The NKJV has a very
understandable translation. It says, that that man becomes “obsessed with disputes.” Sound
familiar? He’s going to be arguing against all kinds of things - things which he shouldn’t be arguing
against - like dispensational distinctions which he wants to believe do not exist.

What else? It says the man becomes obsessed with “strifes of words... What's that? Those are
arguments over words like “rightly dividing” - that rightly dividing the word of truth in 2 Timothy 2:15
does not really mean that there are actually two separate bodies of truth that need to be separated
and distinct in the Bible - one body of truth for Israel’s kingdom program, and another body of truth for
the church, the Body of Christ today. That’s ridiculous! That’s just some theory which someone like
John Nelson Darby or Scofield dreamed up on their own. Or,

You're saying / you're teaching that there’s more than one gospel message in the Bible? That’s
ridiculous!

Sound familiar? See how all that works? Obsessed with disputes and with strifes of words?

So, to the critics of dispensational distinctions, | would ask them this question - What are you going to
do with these verses? They’re all in your Bible. Are you simply going to ignore them?

Or are you going to spiritualize them, insisting that they mean something other than what they
actually say? Or do you simply refuse to believe them? But the problem is that these verses have
been translated correctly and they mean what they say. And the problem is that these verses are not
going to go away.

But let’s continue:

The passage then goes on (verse 5) to describe these teachers as “men of corrupt minds and
destitute of the truth... What truth? What truth are they destitute of? If you turn back to chapter 2
here in 1 Timothy, in verses 3 and 4 you read about some very important truths as to what the will of
God is for every person living today. Verse 4 says that God’s will is that (1) that all men be saved.
And then what is the 2nd aspect of God’s will for every man? The verse says that they should (2)
“‘come unto the knowledge of the truth...

Hopefully, those men, even if they are of corrupt minds and destitute of the truth - hopefully they are
at least saved. But even if they are saved, they have certainly failed to “come unto the knowledge of
the truth... the 2nd aspect of God’s will for every person. You know, like Martin Luther’s situation.

But the reality is, that maybe some of these men are not even saved in the first place, which
undoubtedly is why Paul wrote what he did write to the Corinthians in

2 Corinthians 13:5 Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye
not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?...
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There’s this underlying theme that runs throughout Paul’s 2nd letter to the Corinthians - that some of
the Corinthians were questioning / were doubting Paul’s authority. That’s not a very good road to go
down, and so he writes to them,

...Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith... In other words, you guys need to see if you're
even saved in the first place. Have you responded to the gospel message that | preach?

...whether ye be in the faith... “Examine yourselves whether ye be in the faith... the faith being that
one body of doctrinal truths which pertains to righteousness - that body of doctrine that pertains to
salvation and the Christian life today, according to Paul’s gospel and mystery truth.

These people may not have Christ in them at all, and Paul says that they could still actually be
reprobates - just like some of those teachers who are preaching another Jesus, or another spirit or
another gospel just two chapters earlier in chapter 11:4.

And so I'm applying these same problems to exactly what we see going on today with those who
preach another Jesus, or another spirit, or another gospel, and it’s not like Paul has not warned
people about all this. When Paul was with the elders of the church at Ephesus in Acts 20, this is
what he said to them:

Acts 20:29 For | know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not
sparing the flock.

30 Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after
them.

(And you can be sure that those perverse things are going to include perverted gospel messages).
31 Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years | ceased not to warn every one
night and day with tears...

And in 1 Timothy chapter 1, we read how that Paul had besought his faithful colleague Timothy to
remain there in Ephesus just to make sure that nobody was trying to introduce these wrong doctrines.
Here’s how he says it:

1 Timothy 1:3 | besought thee [Timothy] to abide still at Ephesus, when | went into Macedonia,...
Why? Why did Paul want Timothy to remain there in Ephesus?

... that thou mightest charge some that they teach no other doctrine,

4 neither give heed to fables and endless genealogies, which minister questions, rather than godly
edifying which is in faith: so do.

Why was this necessary? Because

6 from which some, having swerved, have turned aside unto vain jangling;... vain jangling - useless
teaching. Some of these folks in Ephesus had already swerved away from the doctrine Paul is
referring to in verse 3 - the doctrine which Paul had taught them,

and they were “doting about questions and strifes of words” like Paul described in chapter 6:4. Some
in Ephesus were already departing from Paul’s teaching. And what did they replace Paul’s doctrine
with? They were,

7 desiring to be teachers of the law; understanding neither what they say, nor whereof they affirm...
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They were going back to the law! They were regressing back to law righteousness completely
disregarding the disastrous effects of what they were now embracing and teaching. They were being
transformed into those false apostles who were “desiring to be teachers of the law” preaching about a
false righteousness that we read about in 2 Corinthians 11:13-15.

But that’s not all. Paul writes in 2 Timothy 1:15, that “all they which are in Asia be turned away from
me...

This is near the end of Paul’s ministry, and as Paul was nearing the end of his ministry, what did he
exhort his faithful colleague Timothy to do?

2 Timothy 2:3 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all
longsuffering and doctrine...

No matter what Timothy was to come up against, he just needed to persevere on teaching the
doctrines that he had gotten from Paul -

in any and every situation in which he finds himself - reproving, rebuking and exhorting with all long-
suffering, and we need to be doing the same thing today. Why?

3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they
heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;

4 and they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables...

Now, just think about this for a minute. From the Galatians to the Ephesians to the Thessalonians
and in every church that Paul dealt with and wrote to, they actually had the man himself, Paul in the
flesh - God’s man for this present dispensation - Paul, teaching them everything they needed to know.
It can’t get any better than that, and yet by the time Paul reaches the end of his ministry, what do you
find / what do you see?

...all they which are in Asia be turned away from me...

And if that's what happened while Paul was still alive, what do you expect the state of affairs is going
to be 2000 years after his death?
Could it be anything other than what we so going on today? | think the answer is obvious.

So, you have those who have swerved (as Paul says it in 1 Timothy 1:6) - swerved aside - departed
from his doctrine “Desiring to be teachers of the law....

The title of this message was “Gospel Perversions and What is Satan’s Role in Promoting Them?”
So, | want to get to back to that question and focus in on what | believe to be the two most effective
ways in which Satan is able to accomplish gospel perversions destroying a persons eternal destiny.

Both ways are actually related to one another in the sense that they’re both manifestations of
something which the individual is required to do in order to attain righteousness before God - in order
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to be granted eternal life - which is what we would commonly refer to as salvation - keeping in mind
that this word salvation in the Bible does not always refer to individual justification unto eternal life.

The first way Satan is able to accomplish this is through the deception of a works salvation. In Part 1,
we looked at some of the common gospel perversions which are commonly presented today with a
number of the “sound good, catchy phrases” which you see all the time in gospel tracts or hear in
gospel messages - like “turning from your sins” or “making Jesus the Lord of your life”- all that kind of
stuff that sounds so pious but which really are nothing more than works - as subtle or as seemingly
insignificant as those works may be. There is always something you need to do, and God simply
won'’t have it, or Christ is dead in vain. Galatians 2:21

But then there are those works which are clearly overt and obvious, along the lines of what you read
in James chapter 2 where verse 21 says, “Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he
had offered Isaac his son upon the altar?... Then verse 24 concludes “Ye see then how that by
works a man is justified, and not by faith only...

This is obviously diametrically opposite to what Paul says in Romans 4:2-3 where Paul writes,

2 For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before God.

3 For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for
righteousness...

All Abraham did was to believe God, and he became righteous before God - no works of any kind.

Although James and Paul appear to be expressing totally opposite means for obtaining justification,
this apparent contradiction is easily resolved when you understand that the justification being referred
to by James is referring to justification before Christ at His 2nd coming - justification not for the
purpose of obtaining individual justification unto eternal life. The people who James is speaking to
already have that. James is speaking about justification before Christ at His 2nd coming for the
purpose of receiving rewards in Israel’s kingdom program during the millennium and probably even
beyond - which is entirely consistent with pretty much the entire 25th chapter of Matthew’s gospel,
and other passages in which Christ taught His followers that those who were faithful during His
absence could become rulers over five cities, or maybe ten cities, or maybe no cities, in the
government that will be established here on the earth during the millennium - all depending on the
degree of faithfulness of those followers during His absence. (See Christ’s parable beginning in Luke
19:11).

These are those followers of Christ who will be “enduring to the end” as they are exhorted by Christ to
do beginning in Matthew 24:13 and then repeatedly by the writers of Hebrews through Revelation
which contain all the information and instructions which they will need to be able to endure to the end.

So, you can be sure that Satan will be set on deceiving people into thinking that some manner of
works is going to be required for believers today for individual salvation, and for anyone who thinks

that God has only one program running throughout the entire
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Bible - for someone who fails to understand the dispensational distinctions between God’s program
for the nation Israel, and God’s program for the Body of Christ, it's going to be pretty easy for Satan to
pull that off.

But the 2nd major way in which Satan is able to promote a gospel perversion gets a little more
specific, and that is the issue of baptism - specifically the issue of water baptism. There isn’t anything
more significant in Israel’s program than water baptism.

And I'd like to take you through a short history of this ritual of water baptism in Israel’s program. It all
begins in Exodus 29 with the preparation of men from the tribe of Levi for service as priests in the
tabernacle.

In Ex.29:4, we read how that “Aaron and his sons thou shalt bring unto the door of the tabernacle of
the congregation, and shalt wash them with water.... Then verse 7 says, “Then shalt thou take the
anointing oil, and pour it upon his head, and anoint him...

The first thing that had to be done, to become a priest in Israel’s program was to be washed with
water. Then, the man had to be anointed with oil. Throughout Israel’s program, water is consistently
associated with a cleansing (a baptism), and oil is consistently associated with a receiving of the Holy
Spirit (an empowering) - an empowering to accomplish things according to the will of God.

So, what you have here is the beginning of an important ritual, and the result of that ritual, a theme
which you see repeatedly associated with Israel’s prophetic kingdom program.

And we also see that after the Lord had established all these rituals for the priests, these washing
rituals were to remain statutes forever throughout the generations of Israel. Exodus 30:17-21

So, when Peter was preaching to the nation of Israel in Acts chapter 2, what did he say? “Repent,
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost... Acts 2:38

Baptism was an integral part of Israel’s commission. Understand also that Israel was given
commissions associated with every phase of their kingdom program, which are found in the four
gospel accounts. When Peter is dealing with the nation Israel in early Acts, he is working under the
1st of the four commissions which was initially given by Christ in Luke 24:47 and then expanded
upon by Christ in Acts 1:8 before His ascension.

The commission found in Mark’s gospel is associated with Israel during the Tribulation, and what do
you see there?

Mark 16:15 reads “And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature.

16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned...
And in the so called great commission in Matthew 28, when Israel is in the millennium, what do we
read?
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Matt.28:18 reads “And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in
heaven and in earth.

19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost:...

No matter where you go in Israel’'s program, there’s baptism - water baptism performed by human
instrumentality.

Even Christ was baptized. In Matthew 3:13, what do we read? “Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to
Jordan unto John to be baptized of him...

And then what happens?

Verse 16 says, “And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the
heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting
upon him:...

Even here, we see water baptism, by human hands, and it's association with the Holy Spirit.

That event took place when Jesus was thirty years old which is the age that was necessary for
someone to be able to execute all the duties of a priest, and Christ is going to become Israel’'s High
Priest, which is one of the three offices which He will ultimately fulfill as His destiny to function as
Israel’s Prophet, Priest and King. So even Christ is baptized.

So how important is water baptism? It's massively important - in Israels program.

And then, everyone in the nation had to be baptized. Why?

Because ever since Exodus 19:6, Israel has been told that their destiny was to be unto the Lord,
what? “a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation..., and Peter is still proclaiming that same destiny for
the nation of Israel in the midst of the Tribulation in 1 Peter 2:9 where he says, “But ye are a chosen
generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation...

And then he gives them encouragements to just hang in there and endure to the end, until Christ
returns.

And you can read about the reality of all this prophetically in Isaiah 61 which is describing that day
when all in Israel will be functioning as a kingdom of priests during the millennial kingdom. What do
we read there?

Isaiah 61:6 But ye shall be named the Priests of the Lord: men shall call you the Ministers of our
God.:...,

And the first step for any of this to be able to happen, is that the people are water baptized. So, how
important is water baptism?

It's massively important in Israel’s prophetic kingdom program.

And now you have Paul coming along in 1 Corinthians 1 and what does he say there? In verses 13-

16, he’s actually thanking God that he only baptized a few people, that he can hardly remember,
because in verse 17 he says, “For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel...
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Paul is going around instructing people in how to become saved, according to his gospel message,
and water baptism has absolutely nothing to do with the salvation transaction. Now if that's what Paul
is doing (and that is what Paul was doing) and if there is only one gospel message in the Bible, and if
we’'re still supposed to be functioning according to the instructions which Christ gave His followers in
the gospel accounts, then there are two things that you must do:

(1) You need to be water baptized, and (2) You need to completely dismiss Paul and everything he’s
contributed to in the Bible. You have no choice but to do that, because you cannot follow two
contradictory sets of instructions. But | don’t think even the most adamant critics of dispensationalism
would be willing to go that far and totally disregard Paul.

But you don’t have to, because the contradictions are so easily resolved simply by recognizing what
program we’re in today, and here’s the interesting thing about this issue of baptism. Paul got to the
point we he was not baptizing anybody, but Paul still teaches all about baptism, doesn’t he? He
teaches all about baptism - our baptism, in Romans chapter 6.

Now after everything we’ve just looked at about baptism, how and why can Paul do that? He can do
that because the baptism he teaches us about in Romans 6 has nothing at all to do with water or
human intervention. Our baptism is a spiritual baptism that identifies us with Christ’s death, burial
and resurrection.

In Part 1, we analyzed that baptism when we looked at it and broke it down in 1 Corinthians 12
where verse 13 explained how that by one Spirit, we are all baptized into one body - a spiritual
baptism, performed by the Holy Spirit, which Paul goes on to refer to in Ephesians 4:5 as the “one
baptism” for the Body of Christ.

So, if there was ever one thing that Satan could use to confuse people the most today, resulting in a
perverted gospel, | cannot think of anything that would be more effective than to bring this water
baptism ritual, which is so important no matter where you look in Israel’'s program - to bring this water
baptism ritual, by human hands, into the program for the Body of Christ, to deceive people into
thinking that water baptism, in some form or fashion, is necessary for justification and eternal life
today.
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