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Recently I heard of a self-proclaimed bible “scholar,” who claimed that the idea of 
resurrection cannot be found in Greek or Jewish history prior to the 1st Century 
because it was a creation of the New Testament writers. Well, I don’t know what the 
pagan Greek world thought about resurrection, but I do know what the Old 
Testament saints thought of the hope of the resurrection from the dead. It is, in fact, 
a thread that is woven throughout all the Scriptures.

1.      Abraham (about 2,000 B.C.): When Abraham offered Isaac on Mt. Moriah, he 
told his young men that were with him to abide ye here with the ass; and I and the 
lad (Isaac) will go yonder and worship, and (I and the lad will) come back to you (Gen.
22:5). Since Abraham was going up the mount to sacrifice Isaac by putting him to 
death, the only way Abraham could say this is if he firmly believed that God would 
raise Isaac from the dead. This is supported by the inspired writers of the Scriptures. 
We are told in Rom. 4:17 that Abraham believed in the God who quickens (makes 
alive) the dead and calls those things which be not as though they were. In other 
words, Abraham believed in the God who resurrects the dead and creates things out 
of nothing.

2.      Job (about 2,000-1700 B.C.??): We know what Job thought about resurrection 
because he told us: For I know that my Redeemer lives, and that He shall stand at the 
latter day upon the earth: And though after my skin worms destroy this body, Yet in 
my flesh shall I see God. Whom I shall see for myself and mine eyes shall behold and 
not another; Though my reins (inside organs) be consumed within me (Job. 19:25-26).
Can’t get much clearer than that!  When Job died, he died in the hope of a future 
bodily resurrection from the dead.

3.      Moses (about 1500 B.C.): Just before the Exodus, God revealed Himself to 
Moses as the God of resurrection, saying: I am the God of thy father: the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob (Ex. 3:6), all of whom had been long 
physically dead and in the grave. The Lord Jesus Christ confirmed that Moses knew 
about the resurrection of the dead when in His argument with the Sadducees, who 
denied there would be a resurrection, when He said: Now that the dead are raised, 
even Moses showed at the bush when he calls the Lord the God of Abraham and the 
God of Isaac and the God of Jacob (Lk. 20:37).



4.      David (about 1000 B.C.): David knew about the resurrection when he spoke 
Messianically, saying: My flesh also shall rest (dwell confidently) in hope. For Thou 
will not leave my soul in hell; neither will you suffer Thine Holy One to see 
corruption (Ps. 16:9-11). Peter spoke of David’s knowledge of resurrection when he 
applied these verses directly to the resurrected Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 2:24-31).

5.      Isaiah (about 700 B.C.): Isaiah likewise knew of bodily resurrection for he said:
Your dead shall live; Together with my dead body they shall arise. Awake and sing, 
you who dwell in the dust ... and the earth shall cast out the dead (Is. 26:19). And 
when he prophesied that God’s righteous Servant would not only be put to death but 
would also be raised from the dead for God will prolong His days and prosper His 
hand (Is. 53:7-12).

6.      Ezekiel and Daniel (about 500 B.C.): Ezekiel prophesied to the dry bones of 
Israel that God would breath to enter you and ye shall live: And I will lay sinews upon 
you and will bring up flesh upon you and cover you with skin and put breath in you, 
and ye shall live (Ezek. 37:4-6). It is clear that Ezekiel knew about the resurrection 
from the dead, but Daniel was even clearer: And many of them that sleep in the dust 
of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life and some to shame and everlasting 
contempt (Dan. 12:2). And Jesus confirms Ezekiel and Daniel’s knowledge of the 
resurrection when He quotes them in Jn. 5:25-29.

We could go on and cite many other example from the Old Testament, but this 
clearly demonstrates that the supposed Bible “scholar,” who claimed the hope of 
resurrection was a New Testament creation is clearly and definitively wrong. 
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One of the most overlooked biblical facts is the distinctive way in which the 
Apostle Paul witnessed the Resurrection of Christ. Understanding this will enhance 
our knowledge of what God is doing today through Paul’s distinct Apostleship in the 
Dispensation of Grace with regard to His Mystery Program with the Body of Christ to 
restore His glory in the heavenlies. Let’s count some of the ways:

1.    Paul witnessed the Resurrection of Christ when the Risen Lord Jesus Christ 
appeared to him in the fullness of the Light of Glory from Heaven (Acts 9:3-5).  Peter 
and the 12 and everyone else (1 Cor. 15:5-7), however, witnessed it when the Risen 
Lord Jesus Christ appeared to them without the fullness of the Light of His Glory on 
earth (Acts 1:1-9).

•     Whereas for Peter the appearing of the glorified Risen Lord Jesus 
Christ will complete God’s Prophetic Program with the Nation of Israel 
(Mat. 24:27-31; 25:31-34);

•     For Paul the appearing of the glorified Risen Lord Jesus Christ began a 
new Mystery Program with the Body of Christ (Eph. 3:1-10).

2.    For Peter (and all associated with him before Paul), the Risen Lord will 
return in the future to sit on David’s throne in Jerusalem in the earthly Kingdom given
to Israel, whereby the world will be blessed with Israel and through her RISE (Acts 1-
3). For Paul, however, the Risen Lord returned from Heaven in the past to separate 
Paul from all other apostles, give him a distinct and unique apostleship of grace that 
commissioned him to take God’s blessings out to the world apart from Israel and 
through her FALL (Rom. 1:1-15; 11:11-12, 28).

3.    For Peter (and all associated with him before Paul), God raising up Christ 
from the dead was BAD NEWS to the enemy world for He was about to return in 
wrath and judgment unto their destruction (Acts 2). For Paul, however, God raising up
Christ from the dead was GOOD NEWS to the enemy world for it brought them grace 
and peace unto their salvation (Rom. 3:21-25; 5:5-10).  

4.    In the non-Pauline Scriptures the Risen Christ had died for His righteous 
friends (Jn. 15:13)—believing Israel and their believing Gentile friends—being a 
ransom for the MANY—for participation in Israel’s NATIONAL SALVATION by faith with



works (Is. 53:11-12; Mat. 20:28; 26:28; Jn. 11:51; 15:13; Heb. 9:28).  In Paul’s 
Scriptures, however, the Risen Christ died for enemy sinners—the unbelieving world 
made up of Jews and Gentiles alike—being a ransom for ALL for participation in 
INDIVIDUAL SALVATION by faith without works 
(Rom. 3:21-25; 4:25; 5:6-10, 18; 2 Cor. 5:14, 19; 1 Tim. 2:4-6).

5.    Through Peter (and all those associated with him before Paul), the Risen 
Christ revealed the Righteousness of God in saving His friends and destroying His 
enemies (look at almost any Psalm, such as, Ps. 69). Through Paul, however, the Risen
Christ revealed the Righteousness of God in saving His ENEMIES because He has no 
friends.

We could go on and on. But this suffices to re-affirm the importance of rightly-
dividing the Scriptures, recognizing and appreciating Paul’s distinct and unique 
apostleship.
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