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The Fundamentals of Rightly-

dividing the Scriptures:

The Non-Pauline Scriptures Paul’s Scriptures

What program of God? God’s Prophetic Program God’s Mystery Program

What is His vehicle of service? The Nation of Israel (Is. 60) The Body of Christ (Eph. 1-3).

When was this program revealed? It was spoken about since the world 

began by His holy prophets (Lk. 1:70; 

Acts 3:21).

It was kept secret since the world 

began until revealed to and through 

the Apostle Paul (Rom. 16:25; Eph. 

3:1-10).

How were Gentiles blessed in this 

program?

With the Nation of Israel and through 

her RISE (Is. 60).

Apart from the Nation of Israel and 

through her FALL (Rom. 11; Acts 

13:47).

What salvation is revealed in full? Participation in Israel’s NATIONAL 

salvation—Faith plus works.

Participation in sinner’s INDIVIDUAL 

salvation.  Faith alone (Gen. 15:6; 

Eph. 2:4-8)

This program’s role in God’s ultimate 

purpose of bringing the whole 

universe unto His Glory in Christ 

(Eph. 1:10)?

Re-establish God’s Glory on Earth (Is. 

11).

Re-establish God’s Glory in the 

Heavenlies (Ephesians).  



God’s Mystery Program

With the Body of Christ:

INCREASING

God’s Prophetic Program

With the Nation of Israel:

DIMINISHING

THE TRANSITION PERIOD (CIRCA 35 TO 60 AD)

(Also called Acts Period)

Peter

And 
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REDEEMED

Redeemed, how I love to proclaim it!
Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb

Redeemed thro’ His infinite mercy
His child and forever, I am

Chorus:
Redeemed,  Redeemed

Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb
Redeemed, Redeemed,

His child and forever I am



REDEEMED

Redeemed, and so happy in Jesus
No language my rapture can tell

I know that the light of His presence
With me shall continually dwell

Chorus:
Redeemed, Redeemed

Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb
Redeemed, Redeemed,

His child and forever I am



REDEEMED

I think of my blessed Redeemer
I think of Him all the day long

I sing, for I cannot be silent
His love is the theme of my song

Chorus:
Redeemed, Redeemed

Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb
Redeemed, Redeemed,

His child and forever I am



REDEEMED

I know I shall see in His beauty
The King in whose law I delight;

Who lovingly guards every footstep,
And gives me a song in the night. 

Chorus:
Redeemed, Redeemed

Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb
Redeemed, Redeemed,

His child and forever I am



God’s Great Love

Eph. 2:4-7



1. Eph. 2:4-10: But God, who is rich in mercy and great love: 

a. Powerfully created anew by God in Christ Jesus by

grace through faith, ie., BY GOD’S POWER (1:19).

b. Made us alive, raised up and seated in the heavenlies

together with Christ under Him far above a hostile powers.

c. Making us His showcase of the riches of His glory and grace now,

in the coming age, and for ages upon ages rather than the

showcase of His wrath and judgment (2:7).

d. Empowering us to walk in His good works of righteousness and

life as members of the new creation in Christ rather than the

bad works of sin and death as members of the old creation in

Adam (2:8-10).

e. We are made participants in the advancement of His eternal

plan for creation rather than hindering and destroying it.  



2. This passage goes from three powers that worked against us—

the world, Satan and the flesh in the sphere of sin and death 

(Eph. 2:1-3),

--to the power of God and the riches of three graces (mercy, love

and grace) that powerfully work on our behalf, enlivening, raising

up and seating us together with Christ in the heavenlies in the

sphere of righteousness and life far above those evil powers

(2:4-10).



3. His great AGAPE LOVE (the riches of His Love?) wherein He 

LOVED us (Eph. 3:17-21), which was displayed in all its infinite 

dimensions at the Cross where Christ died for ungodly sinners 

on enemy status before Him (Rom. 5:5-10; 8:39). 

--God took the little used noun form of the Greek word Agape

away from the Greeks, claimed it for Himself, filled it with His

own meaning infinite Love at the Cross of Christ for sinners,

and gave it to the Apostle Paul to proclaim to the world.   



Agape in Paul’s Epistles Agape in the Gospel of John

Paul uses agape as a noun (uncommon usage) 81 

times—the love of God displayed at the Cross of Christ 

for His enemies. 

John uses the noun form of agape (uncommon usage) 

7 times.

Paul uses agape as a verb (common usage) 24 times. John uses the verb form of agape (common usage) 37 

times.

For Paul, God took the little used noun form of the 

Greek word agape, separated it for His Own purpose 

and filled if full with His own meaning and gave it to the 

Apostle Paul.

For John (and all the non-Pauline Scriptures), there is 

little distinction between agape and phileo loves as was 

true of general Greek usage (Jn. 21:15-17).

For Paul, God displayed the infinite greatness of His 

love in that Christ died for His ENEMIES (everyone 

born into the world—Rom. 5:5-10). 

For John (and other non-Pauline Scriptures), God 

displays His love in that Christ died for His FRIENDS 

(believing Israel and believing Gentile friends—Jn. 

15:13). 



4. Eph. 2:5—God extended the riches of His mercy that flows 

from the greatness of His Love EVEN WHEN WE WERE 

DEAD IN SINS as revealed in PGMT!  

a. Or as Romans says: When we were yet without strength,

ungodly sinners on enemy status before God, God

commended His Love toward us in that Christ died for us

(Rom. 5:5-10).

b. Made us alive together with Christ:  

--Adam did the easy thing—through his one disobedience

Adam brought all humanity into death—when Adam died,

we died:  END OF THE LINE.



--Christ did the hard thing—through His one obedience

Christ brought in life, giving resurrection life to His new

creation--a new humanity in Christ.

—Yes, when Christ died we died.  But that is NOT THE END

OF THE LINE for God’s new redeemed humanity.  For

together with Christ He made us alive, raised from the

dead, and seated us in the heavenlies together IN HIM,

created anew IN HIM and united to God THROUGH HIM.  

--This is an eternally secure relationship in Righteousness

and Love that can never be broken, lost or taken away 

(2 Tim. 1:10; Rom. 8:31-39).



TO GOD BE THE GLORY

VERSE I:
To God be the glory, great things He hath done
So loved He the world that He gave us His Son

Who yielded His life an atonement for sin
And opened the life-gate that all may go in

CHORUS:
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 

Let the earth hear His voice!
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 

Let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son

And give Him the glory great things He hath done!



TO GOD BE THE GLORY

VERSE II:
O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood

To every believer the promise of God
The vilest offender who truly believes

That moment from Jesus a pardon receives!

CHORUS:
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 

Let the earth hear His voice!
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 

Let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son

And give Him the glory great things He hath done!



TO GOD BE THE GLORY
VERSE III:

Great things He hath taught us, 
great things He hath done

And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son
But purer, and higher, and greater will be

Our wonder, our transport when Jesus we see!

CHORUS:
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 

Let the earth hear His voice!
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 

Let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son

And give Him the glory great things He hath done!
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