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The Fundamentals of Rightly-

dividing the Scriptures:

The Non-Pauline Scriptures Paul’s Scriptures

What program of God? God’s Prophetic Program God’s Mystery Program

What is His vehicle of service? The Nation of Israel (Is. 60) The Body of Christ (Eph. 1-3).

When was this program revealed? It was spoken about since the world 

began by His holy prophets (Lk. 1:70; 

Acts 3:21).

It was kept secret since the world 

began until revealed to and through 

the Apostle Paul (Rom. 16:25; Eph. 

3:1-10).

How were Gentiles blessed in this 

program?

With the Nation of Israel and through 

her RISE (Is. 60).

Apart from the Nation of Israel and 

through her FALL (Rom. 11; Acts 

13:47).

What salvation is revealed in full? Participation in Israel’s NATIONAL 

salvation—Faith plus works.

Participation in sinner’s INDIVIDUAL 

salvation.  Faith alone (Gen. 15:6; 

Eph. 2:4-8)

This program’s role in God’s ultimate 

purpose of bringing the whole 

universe unto His Glory in Christ 

(Eph. 1:10)?

Re-establish God’s Glory on Earth (Is. 

11).

Re-establish God’s Glory in the 

Heavenlies (Ephesians).  



The Fundamentals of Rightly-

dividing the Scriptures:

The Non-Pauline Scriptures Paul’s Scriptures

What program of God? God’s Prophetic Program with the 

Nation of Israel.

God’s Mystery Program with the Body 

of Christ.

What is aspect of the Righteousness 

of God is in the spotlight

The Righteousness of God in saving 

His friends and destroying His 

enemies.

The Righteousness of God in saving 

His ENEMIES because He has no 

friends.



God’s Mystery Program

With the Body of Christ:

INCREASING

God’s Prophetic Program

With the Nation of Israel:

DIMINISHING

THE TRANSITION PERIOD (CIRCA 35 TO 60 AD)

(Also called Acts Period)

Peter
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PRAISE HIM! PRAISE HIM!
Praise Him! Praise Him! 

Jesus our blessed Redeemer
Sing, O Earth His wonderful love proclaim

Hail Him! Hail Him! highest archangels in glory
Strength and honor give to His holy name

Like a shepherd, Jesus will guard His children
In His arms He carries them all day long

Chorus:
Praise Him! Praise Him! 

tell of His excellent greatness
Praise Him! Praise Him! ever in joyful song!



PRAISE HIM! PRAISE HIM!

Praise Him! Praise Him! 
Jesus our blessed Redeemer

For our sins He suffered and bled and died
He our Rock, our hope of eternal salvation

Hail Him! Hail Him! Jesus the crucified
Sound His praises, Jesus who bore our sorrows
Love unbounded, wonderful, deep and strong

Chorus:
Praise Him! Praise Him! 

tell of His excellent greatness
Praise Him! Praise Him! ever in joyful song!



PRAISE HIM! PRAISE HIM!
Praise Him! Praise Him! 

Jesus our blessed Redeemer
Heav’nly portals loud with hosannas ring
Jesus, Savior, reigneth forever and ever

Crown Him! Crown Him! Prophet and priest and King
Christ is coming, over the world victorious

Pow’r and glory unto the Lord belong

Chorus:
Praise Him! Praise Him! 

tell of His excellent greatness
Praise Him! Praise Him! ever in joyful song!



Displaying His Glory

Eph. 2:7-10

2 Thess. 1:1-12



1.  Eph. 2:7—What is God’s purpose for accomplishing all of this?

a. He did all this so that He would have a group of in Christ

redeemed humanity through whom He would accomplish His

work to re-establish His glory in the heavenlies.  

b. His in Christ redeemed Nation of Israel was created to

especially display (showcase) His glory in the earthly realm

(Is. 59:20; 60:1-3)..  



c. His new redeemed humanity in Christ, the Body of Christ,

was created to especially display (showcase) His glory in the

heavenly realm forevermore  (Eph. 1:6, 12, 14—to the praise

of His Glorious Grace—2 Thess. 1:10, 12). 

2. In short, when someone asks how gracious are You, the Lord 

Jesus Christ will will point to us-in-Christ! 

--And when this is all fulfilled, Eph. 1:10 will be fulfilled.



3. Let’s use 2 Thess. 1 as an example of how rightly-dividing the 

Scriptures is the only answer to the errors of Christianity: 

Background:  The Thessalonians were confused about their HOPE 

because they were being persuaded to mix up and confuse God’s 

2 Programs and Peoples. 

a. Someone was telling them (even to the point of forging a

letter in Paul’s name!) that they were suffering persecution

and tribulations because the Day of the Lord’s wrath and

judgment had come, and they were going through it, which

was causing despair (loss of HOPE, the Rapture).

b. They should have known all this because Paul explained it to

them in his personal visit and in 1 Thess. 1:10 as detailed in

1 Thess. chapters 4-5.

c. So, Paul wrote this 2nd letter to them.  



4. 2 Thess. 1:1-2:  They could not be going through the Day of the 

Lord’s wrath for at that time God will be dispensing His wrath 

and judgment to the enemy world, BUT NOW He is dispensing 

His grace and peace to the enemy world.

5. 2 Thess. 1:3:  I thank God that you are growing in faith and 

abounding in love (cp. 1 Thess. 3:10, 12). 

--But you still need some help with your HOPE (cp. 1 Thess.

1:3).      

6. 2 Thess. 1:4: Your growing in faith and abounding in love and 

the patient endurance in the midst of persecution and 

tribulations is source of edification to all the churches.

--But your patience of faith needs to be buttressed with the

patience of HOPE (cp. 1 Thess. 1:3).



7. 2 Thess. 1:5-7:  In addition, suffering through persecutions and 

tribulations isn’t a sign of God’s displeasure but the manifested 

token of God’s righteous judgment as you minister as His 

ambassadors in an enemy world among those who hate God. 

a. For when Christ is revealed in power and glory, wrath and

judgment, with His mighty angels:

--They will be declared/counted worthy of the Kingdom of

God for which they suffered and removed before the Day

of the Lord’s wrath.

--While their persecutors will be counted worthy of entering

the Day of the Lord’s wrath, to be repaid for the tribulations

they bestowed on God’s people.    



b. But for them to fully appreciate this, their patience of growing

faith needed to be buttressed with patience of increasing (not

decreasing) HOPE (cp. 1 Thess. 1:3).

--And that’s what Paul goes on to do.



8. 2 Thess. 1:8-9:  IN THAT DAY when Christ shines forth at His 2nd

Coming, the destiny of unbelieving enemy world: 

a. What this means for God:

--He will restart His Prophetic Program with the Nation of

Israel, and they will enter the Day of the Lord’s wrath and

judgment:

--He will turn the spotlight away from displaying the

Righteousness of God in saving His enemies because He

has no friends (as revealed in PGMT and carried out in the

Disp. Of Grace)...



--And He will turn it on the Righteousness of God in saving

His friends (believing Israel and their believing Gentile

friends) and AVENGING/DESTROYING HIS ENEMIES,

those who don’t know God because they did not obey

Paul’s Gospel (here proclaimed by the Thessalonians) by

receiving and believing it (Rom. 2:16).

--He will have, thereby, fulfilled the Davidic Covenant and

established the Abrahamic Covenant.



b. What this means for the unbelieving enemy world:

--They will enter the Day of the Lord’s wrath to receive

righteous vengeance.

--They will be punished with everlasting destruction (utter

ruin) by being banished from the presence of God and

excluded from participation when God powerfully re

-creates the universe unto His Glory centered in His Son

through 2 groups of “in Christ” redeemed humanity—the

Nation of Israel and the Body of Christ (of whom, were the

Thessalonians).    



9. 2 Thess. 1:10: IN THAT DAY what does the shining out of 

Christ at His 2nd Coming mean for believers? He will be:

a. Glorified in His saints.

--Redeemed Nation of Israel in the earthly realm.

--Redeemed Body of Christ in the heavenly realm (of whom

are the Thessalonians because they believed Paul’s

testimony--PGMT).

b. He will be wondrously MARVELLED in ALL them that believe:

--The redeemed Nation of Israel in the restored earthly realm

will MARVEL that Christ restored His Glory in the heavenly

realm through another group of redeemed humanity—the

Body of Christ.

--And vice versa.

--In other words—Eph. 1:10 will be fulfilled!



Praise Ye The Lord, The Almighty
Praise ye the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!

O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation!

All ye who hear, Now to His temple draw near;

Join me in glad adoration!

Praise ye the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth,

Shelters thee under His wings, yes, so gently sustaineth!

Hast thou not seen How thy desires e’er have been

Granted in what He ordaineth?



Praise Ye The Lord, The Almighty
Praise ye the Lord, who with marvelous wisdom hath made thee!

Decked thee with health, and with loving hand guided and stayed thee;

How oft in grief Hath not He brought thee relief,

Spreading His wings for to shade thee!

Praise ye the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him!

All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him.

Let the Amen Sound from His people again:

Gladly for aye we adore Him.
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