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The Fundamentals of Rightly-

dividing the Scriptures:

The Non-Pauline Scriptures Paul’s Scriptures

What program of God? God’s Prophetic Program God’s Mystery Program

What is His vehicle of service? The Nation of Israel (Is. 60) The Body of Christ (Eph. 1-3).

When was this program revealed? It was spoken about since the world 

began by His holy prophets (Lk. 1:70; 

Acts 3:21).

It was kept secret since the world 

began until revealed to and through 

the Apostle Paul (Rom. 16:25; Eph. 

3:1-10).

How were Gentiles blessed in this 

program?

With the Nation of Israel and through 

her RISE (Is. 60).

Apart from the Nation of Israel and 

through her FALL (Rom. 11; Acts 

13:47).

What salvation is revealed in full? Participation in Israel’s NATIONAL 

salvation—Faith plus works.

Participation in sinner’s INDIVIDUAL 

salvation.  Faith alone (Gen. 15:6; 

Eph. 2:4-8)

This program’s role in God’s ultimate 

purpose of bringing the whole 

universe unto His Glory in Christ 

(Eph. 1:10)?

Re-establish God’s Glory on Earth (Is. 

11).

Re-establish God’s Glory in the 

Heavenlies (Ephesians).  



The Fundamentals of Rightly-

dividing the Scriptures:

The Non-Pauline Scriptures Paul’s Scriptures

What program of God? God’s Prophetic Program with the 

Nation of Israel.

God’s Mystery Program with the Body 

of Christ.

What is aspect of the Righteousness 

of God is in the spotlight

The Righteousness of God in saving 

His friends and destroying His 

enemies.

The Righteousness of God in saving 

His ENEMIES because He has no 

friends.



God’s Mystery Program

With the Body of Christ:

INCREASING

God’s Prophetic Program

With the Nation of Israel:

DIMINISHING

THE TRANSITION PERIOD (CIRCA 35 TO 60 AD)

(Also called Acts Period)

Peter

And 

The
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AMAZING GRACE

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me

I once was lost, but now am found
Was blind but now I see

Twas grace that taught my heart to fear
And grace my fears relieved

How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed!



AMAZING GRACE

The Lord has promised good to me,
His word my hope secures

He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures

Through many dangers, toils and snares
I have already come

‘Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far
And grace will lead me home



AMAZING GRACE

When we’ve been there ten thousand years
Bright shining as the sun

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
Than when we first begun
Than when we first begun



What is “IT”

Eph. 2:8



1.  2 Thess. 2:11-12 kicked up a notch:

a. Where does the GOOD come from?  All the good of His

goodness that will make it possible for them to be counted

worthy comes from the GOOD, acceptable, perfect will of

God (Rom. 12:2).

--This is the Mystery of His will now made known through

Paul’s distinct apostleship (Eph. 1:9).

b. Where does the POWER come from? And fulfilling every work

that comes from faith in His POWER is the result of the

proclamation of Paul’s Gospel, the preaching of Jesus Christ

according to the Revelation of the Mystery (1 Thess. 1:5; 

1 Cor. 1:18; Rom. 1:16; 16:25; Eph. 6:19). 



c. Where does the HOPE come from? The HOPE of His calling

for us as members of the Body of Christ in His Mystery

Program to re-establish His glory in the heavenlies:

--It’s the HOPE that comes from the riches of the Glory made

known in the Revelation of the Mystery, which we

participate in right now  (Col. 1:27)...

--as we look for that Blessed Hope of the appearing of Christ

at the Rapture before the coming wrath (Titus 2:11-15; 

1 Thess. 4:15-18) ...

--and patiently endure trials waiting for the HOPE of the

Revelation of Christ, when we will be fully manifested with

Him in glory (Rom. 8:18-19)!  



2. In short, as God fullfills all the good pleasure of His goodness 

(Eph. 1:5, 9) and every good work that flows out of faith, His 

saints will be to the praise of His glory as revealed in PGMT:

a. Now, positionally complete but experientially incomplete.

b. In that day, positionally complete AND experientially

complete! 

3.  And everything hinges on God’s Word rightly-divided.

--Today for us  in God’s Mystery Program with the Body of

Christ to re-establish His Glory in the heavenlies, God’s Word

to us is PGMT.



4. The purpose for the Church the Body of Christ is to be made 

into the showcase of God’s exceedingly great riches of Glory--

His Mercy and Grace, His Wisdom and Love--for all comings 

ages, beginning now and for all time and eternity.

a. We do this especially now by proclaiming the Revelation of

the Mystery as His ambassadors on earth, which penetrates

into the heavenly realm, especially the hostile heavenly

realm—proclaiming their ultimate demise and Christ’s

victory (Eph. 3:10). 



b. The Mystery reveals who God is by showcasing the glory of

the riches of His mercy and grace not just in saving His

friends (that’s a great Glory), but in saving His ENEMIES,

Us-In-Christ (that’s exceeding great Glory!--Eph. 1:6, 12,

14; 2:1-3).

c. We are the crowning display of His exceeding great Glory of

the riches of His Grace in His kindness toward us that will

never end—it is forevermore—ages upon ages.



5. Since IT (salvation) is by grace, it is based on the Person and 

Work of the Lord Jesus Christ for enemy sinners and received 

through faith because that is the only thing powerless spiritually 

dead (separated from God) and physically dying sinners can “do” 

without “doing” anything.

—It is relying on and trusting in Jesus Christ to do it for them. 

a. It is not based on who we are and the works we do—that’s a

law system.

b. It is based on who Christ is and the work He did for us on the

Cross—that’s a grace system: Pauline Grace System.   



6. Man-made religious and theological systems often use Eph. 2:8 

as support for the false teaching of Calvinism. 

a. They say the “it” in v. 8b refers back to “faith.” 

b. Doing this, they conclude that God must regenerate the sinner

through the Holy Spirit first, giving them the gift of faith.  

c. Then they will be able to believe and be saved.

d. Therefore, He chooses some unto salvation and other not unto

salvation.      



Grace Greater Than Our Sin

Verse 1:
Marvelous grace of our loving Lord

Grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt
Yonder on Calvary’s mount outpoured

There where the blood of the Lamb was spilt

Chorus: 
Grace, Grace, God’s Grace

(Marvelous Grace - Infinite Grace!)

Grace that will pardon and cleanse within
Grace, Grace, God’s Grace

(Marvelous Grace - Infinite Grace!)

Grace that is greater than all our sin!



Grace Greater Than Our Sin

Verse 2:
Sin and despair like the sea waves cold

Threaten the soul with infinite loss
Grace that is greater, yes, Grace untold
Points to the refuge, the mighty cross!

Chorus:
Grace, Grace, God’s Grace

(Marvelous Grace - Infinite Grace!)

Grace that will pardon and cleanse within
Grace, Grace, God’s Grace

(Marvelous Grace - Infinite Grace!)

Grace that is greater than all our sin!



Grace Greater Than Our Sin

Verse 3:
Dark is the stain that we cannot hide

What can avail to wash it away?
Look! there is flowing a crimson tide
Whiter than snow you may be today

Chorus:
Grace, Grace, God’s Grace

(Marvelous Grace - Infinite Grace!)

Grace that will pardon and cleanse within
Grace, Grace, God’s Grace

(Marvelous Grace - Infinite Grace!)

Grace that is greater than all our sin!



Grace Greater Than Our Sin

Verse 4:
Marvelous, infinite, matchless Grace!
Freely bestowed on all who believe
All who are longing to see His face

Will you this moment His Grace receive?

Chorus:
Grace, Grace, God’s Grace

(Marvelous Grace - Infinite Grace!)

Grace that will pardon and cleanse within
Grace, Grace, God’s Grace

(Marvelous Grace - Infinite Grace!)

Grace that is greater than all our sin!
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