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The Fundamentals of Rightly-

dividing the Scriptures:

The Non-Pauline Scriptures Paul’s Scriptures

What program of God? God’s Prophetic Program God’s Mystery Program

What is His vehicle of service? The Nation of Israel (Is. 60) The Body of Christ (Eph. 1-3).

When was this program revealed? It was spoken about since the world 

began by His holy prophets (Lk. 1:70; 

Acts 3:21).

It was kept secret since the world 

began until revealed to and through 

the Apostle Paul (Rom. 16:25; Eph. 

3:1-10).

How were Gentiles blessed in this 

program?

With the Nation of Israel and through 

her RISE (Is. 60).

Apart from the Nation of Israel and 

through her FALL (Rom. 11; Acts 

13:47).

What salvation is revealed in full? Participation in Israel’s NATIONAL 

salvation—Faith plus works.

Participation in sinner’s INDIVIDUAL 

salvation.  Faith alone (Gen. 15:6; 

Eph. 2:4-8)

This program’s role in God’s ultimate 

purpose of bringing the whole 

universe unto His Glory in Christ 

(Eph. 1:10)?

Re-establish God’s Glory on Earth (Is. 

11).

Re-establish God’s Glory in the 

Heavenlies (Ephesians).  



The Fundamentals of Rightly-

dividing the Scriptures:

The Non-Pauline Scriptures Paul’s Scriptures

What program of God? God’s Prophetic Program with the 

Nation of Israel.

God’s Mystery Program with the Body 

of Christ.

What is aspect of the Righteousness 

of God is in the spotlight

The Righteousness of God in saving 

His friends and destroying His 

enemies.

The Righteousness of God in saving 

His ENEMIES because He has no 

friends.



God’s Mystery Program

With the Body of Christ:

INCREASING

God’s Prophetic Program

With the Nation of Israel:

DIMINISHING

THE TRANSITION PERIOD (CIRCA 35 TO 60 AD)

(Also called Acts Period)

Peter
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TO GOD BE THE GLORY

VERSE I:
To God be the glory, great things He hath done
So loved He the world that He gave us His Son

Who yielded His life an atonement for sin
And opened the life-gate that all may go in

CHORUS:
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 

Let the earth hear His voice!
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 

Let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son

And give Him the glory great things He hath done!



TO GOD BE THE GLORY

VERSE II:
O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood

To every believer the promise of God
The vilest offender who truly believes

That moment from Jesus a pardon receives!

CHORUS:
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 

Let the earth hear His voice!
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 

Let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son

And give Him the glory great things He hath done!



TO GOD BE THE GLORY
VERSE III:

Great things He hath taught us, 
great things He hath done

And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son
But purer, and higher, and greater will be

Our wonder, our transport when Jesus we see!

CHORUS:
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 

Let the earth hear His voice!
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 

Let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son

And give Him the glory great things He hath done!



What is “IT”

And Calvinism (Pt. 2)

Eph. 2:8



1. In short, in His wisdom God choose the foolishness of the 

preaching of the Cross of Christ (not a special implantation of a 

gift of faith) spoken into the ears of dead and dying sinners to 

save those who chose to hear by believing (Rom. 10:17; 1 Cor. 

1:21).

a. Therefore, Calvinism, which says otherwise, belongs to the

wisdom of the world that knows not God (1 Cor. 1:21).

b. Calvinism is not only not supported by this Eph. 2:8, it is also

not supported by the Scriptures as a whole.



2. IT refers to salvation, and IT is by grace--based on the Person 

and Work of the Lord Jesus Christ for enemy sinners--and 

received through faith because that is the only thing powerless 

spiritually dead (separated from God) and physically dying 

sinners can “do” without “doing” anything.

—It is relying on and trusting in Jesus Christ to do it for them. 

a. It is not based on who we are and the works we do—that’s a

law system.

b. It is based on who Christ is and the work He did for us on the

Cross—that’s a grace system: Pauline Grace System.   



3. The fundamental reason for the error of Calvinism in all its 

varieties, is that they have rejected Paul’s distinct apostleship and, 

therefore, do not rightly divide the Scriptures.

a. They go primarily to John for individual salvation rather than

Paul.

b. But we have noted that in John, and all the non-Pauline

Scriptures, the salvation that is primarily in the spotlight is

how one participates in Israel’s national salvation.  

c. In John, God loves the world only to the extent that Christ died

for His friends, i.e., believing Israel (and their believing Gentiles

friends in accord with the Abrahamic Covenant) so that He

could make of them His own great and holy nation through

whom He will send salvation out to the world.    



4. Making this fundamental error throws off their whole theological 

system:

T. –Total depravity—the unregenerated will not of their own free

will choose to receive Christ.

U.—Unconditional Election—God sovereignly elected/choose in

eternity past who He would and would not save before they

were born and, therefore, before there could be any merit in

them.

L. –Limited Atonement—Christ only bore the sin of the elect, not

everyone (Jn. 15:13 vs. Rom. 3:22; 5:6-10; 2 Cor. 5:19).

I. –Irresistible Grace—God sovereignly makes a person willing to

receive Him.

P. –Perseverance of the Saints—the one God sovereignly does

these things to cannot fall away.  



5. Confusing John and Paul messes everything up because Paul 

says God so loved the world in that Christ died for His enemies 

(Rom. 5:5-10), whereas John says God so loved the world in that 

Christ died for His friends (Jn. 15:13).

a. Paul answers the long-asked question—how CAN IT BE that a

sinner can be just before God (Job 25:4). 

b. The knew from the beginning God revealed how a sinner

was justified—BY BELIEVING/FAITH—Abraham believed

God, and God counted his faith for righteousness (Gen. 15:6;

Rom. 4:3-5).

c. But what they didn’t know was HOW THIS CAN BE? 

--How can God declare wrong sinners right?  How can God

justify the ungodly?  How can God reconcile rebellious

enemies?





6.  This question is answered by the Cross work of Christ.

a. Therefore, it could NOT have been answered until AFTER the

Cross of Christ.

b. In addition, God decided that it had to be answered and fully

explained NOT by one of His friends (Peter and 12), but by one

of His enemies--His chief enemy, Saul, the persecutor of Christ

and His people (Acts 8:1, 3; 9:1-2; 22:4-5; 26:9-11; 1 Cor. 15:9;

1 Tim. 1:12-15).

c. In saving enemy Saul and making him His distinct and unique

apostle of grace to a world of rebellious sinful enemy humanity,

he made him the pattern for how God saves sinners today 

(1 Tim. 1:16).



VICTORY IN JESUS
I heard an old, old story, 

how a Savior came from glory
How He gave His life on Calvary 

to save a wretch like me
I heard about His groaning, 

of His precious blood’s atoning
Then I repented of my sins and won the victory

CHORUS: O victory in Jesus, my Savior forever
He sought me and bought me, 

with His redeeming blood
He loved me ere I knew Him, 

and all my love is due Him
He plunged me to victory, beneath the cleansing flood



VICTORY IN JESUS
I heard about His healing, 

Of His cleansing pow’r revealing
How He made the lame to walk again 

And caused the blind to see
And then I cried, “Dear Jesus, 
come heal my broken spirit,”

And somehow Jesus came and brought to me the victory

CHORUS: O victory in Jesus, my Savior forever
He sought me and bought me, 

with His redeeming blood
He loved me ere I knew Him, and all my love is due Him
He plunged me to victory, beneath the cleansing flood



VICTORY IN JESUS
I heard about a mansion, He has built for me in glory

And I heard about the streets of gold, 
Beyond the crystal sea

About the angels singing 
and the old redemption story

And some sweet day I’ll sing up there 
the song of victory!

CHORUS: O victory in Jesus, my Savior forever
He sought me and bought me, 

with His redeeming blood
He loved me ere I knew Him, 

and all my love is due Him
He plunged me to victory, 

beneath the cleansing flood
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