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The Fundamentals of Rightly-

dividing the Scriptures:

The Non-Pauline Scriptures Paul’s Scriptures

What program of God? God’s Prophetic Program God’s Mystery Program

What is His vehicle of service? The Nation of Israel (Is. 60) The Body of Christ (Eph. 1-3).

When was this program revealed? It was spoken about since the world 

began by His holy prophets (Lk. 1:70; 

Acts 3:21).

It was kept secret since the world 

began until revealed to and through 

the Apostle Paul (Rom. 16:25; Eph. 

3:1-10).

How were Gentiles blessed in this 

program?

With the Nation of Israel and through 

her RISE (Is. 60).

Apart from the Nation of Israel and 

through her FALL (Rom. 11; Acts 

13:47).

What salvation is revealed in full? Participation in Israel’s NATIONAL 

salvation—Faith plus works.

Participation in sinner’s INDIVIDUAL 

salvation.  Faith alone (Gen. 15:6; 

Eph. 2:4-8)

This program’s role in God’s ultimate 

purpose of bringing the whole 

universe unto His Glory in Christ 

(Eph. 1:10)?

Re-establish God’s Glory on Earth (Is. 

11).

Re-establish God’s Glory in the 

Heavenlies (Ephesians).  



The Fundamentals of Rightly-

dividing the Scriptures:

The Non-Pauline Scriptures Paul’s Scriptures

What program of God? God’s Prophetic Program with the 

Nation of Israel.

God’s Mystery Program with the Body 

of Christ.

What is aspect of the Righteousness 

of God is in the spotlight

The Righteousness of God in saving 

His friends and destroying His 

enemies.

The Righteousness of God in saving 

His ENEMIES because He has no 

friends.



God’s Mystery Program

With the Body of Christ:

INCREASING

God’s Prophetic Program

With the Nation of Israel:

DIMINISHING

THE TRANSITION PERIOD (CIRCA 35 TO 60 AD)

(Also called Acts Period)

Peter

And 

The
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I KNOW WHOM I HAVE BELIEVED

I know not why God’s wondrous grace 
To me He hath made known

Nor why, unworthy, Christ in love 
Redeemed me for His own

But “I know whom I have believed
And am persuaded that He is able
To keep that which I’ve committed

Unto Him against that day.”



I KNOW WHOM I HAVE BELIEVED

I know not how this saving faith 
To me He did impart

Nor how believing in His Word 
Wrought peace within my heart

But “I know whom I have believed
And am persuaded that He is able

To keep that which I’ve committed, 
Unto Him against that day.”



I KNOW WHOM I HAVE BELIEVED

I know not how the Spirit moves
Convincing men of sin

Revealing Jesus through the Word
Creating faith in Him

But “I know whom I have believed
And am persuaded that He is able
To keep that which I’ve committed

Unto Him against that day.”



I KNOW WHOM I HAVE BELIEVED

I know not what of good or ill
May be reserved for me

Of weary days or golden days
Before His face I see

But “I know whom I have believed
And am persuaded that He is able
To keep that which I’ve committed

Unto Him against that day.”



I KNOW WHOM I HAVE BELIEVED

I know not when my Lord may come
At night or noon-day fair

Nor if I’ll walk the vale with Him 
Or meet Him in the air

But “I know whom I have believed
And am persuaded that He is able

To keep that which I’ve committed, 
Unto Him against that day.”



A New Creation

Eph. 2:10



1. For salvation our works are ruled out and only God’s works 

through the work of Christ on the Cross are ruled in,

a. God carried out this work of salvation so that His new creation

in Christ could carry out works required to fulfill His Mystery

Program to re-establish His glory esp. in the heavenlies.

b. The fundamental work is proclaiming PGMT because that is

what saves the lost and establishes and edifies the saved.

c. Out of this one work flows countless works as we proclaim

PGMT in our daily walk--our families, churches, workplaces,

social spheres, cities, countries, etc.



2. God made us His masterpiece of GRACE, displaying what is true 

of Himself as revealed in PGMT (Eph. 2:10)! And nothing can 

improve on that.  In fact, any attempt at improving on it only ruins it.

a. For us to add something to PGMT is like a 5 yr. old child taking

his crayons and adding something to a Van Gogh masterpiece.

He may think he is helping it our, but he is really destroying it.

b. Any addition—worldly church growth strategies, politics,

KJVO, Calvinism, etc...in God’s math is really subtraction.

c. This is the great Satanic deception exhibited in the Garden of

Eden—adding something to God’s work actually adds to it!

--When, in fact, it really subtracts from it and ultimately ruins it.  



c. We must as an assembly proclaim PGMT in all its purity, with

no admixture of anything—no, not even that thing you think

will help God out!

d. PGMT is infinitely and eternally perfect just as it is.

--God doesn’t want us to improve it, make it more palatable,

or modify it, etc.!

--He wants us to boldly proclaim it (Eph. 6:19-20).



3.  Believers are:

a. God’s workmanship,

b. Created in Christ Jesus,

c. To carry out the GOOD works He preordained in eternity

past with regard to His Mystery Program,  

d. And their job is to walk in them as revealed by the Holy Spirit

through PGMT.    



4.  His workmanship is connected to such things as:

--His Creation (old creation—Acts 4:24; Rom. 1:20;

New creation--Eph. 2:10; 4:25), 

--His Salvation/Redemption (Eph. 2:10; Lk. 1:68), 

--His fulfillment of His merciful promises to Israel’s fathers

(Lk. 1:72), 

--His pleasure in bringing believers to their end goal (Heb.

13:21), 

--His establishing of the covenants with Israel (Heb. 8:9), 

--In making Himself known so that men may Seek Him (Acts

15:17), 

--His provision of far more than we could think of or ask (Eph.

3:20), 

--His eternal purpose (Eph. 3:11; 1:10). 



5. Created in the sphere of Christ:  U.P.I.I. (up/e/i, like denarii—

den/ar/e/i), summarized best in Rom. 5:12-6:11:

a.  U:  Believers are UNITED with Christ ... (6:5)

b.  P:  Believers PARITICIPATE in all Christ did for them (5:15

-17; 6:4)

c.  I:   Believers are INDENTIFIED them so closely to Christ that

what is true of Christ is also true of them (Rom. 6:1-4)

d.  I:   Believers are INCORPORATED into the Church,

the Body of Christ, joined to their Head, the Lord Jesus

Christ, and to one to every other believer, in a new

redeemed and righteous humanity, knit together in Love.

(Rom.12:5, 9-11; Eph. 2:21-22; 4:15-16; Col. 2:1-3).   



In Christ Alone
In Christ Alone, my hope is found,

He is my light, my strength my song.

This Cornerstone, this is solid ground,

From through the fiercest drought and storm. 

What heights of love? What depths of peace?

When fears are stilled, when strivings cease.

My comforter, my all in all,

Here in the love of Christ I stand.



In Christ Alone
In Christ Alone, who took on flesh,

Fullness of God in helpless babe.

This gift of love, and righteousness,

Scorned by the ones he came to save.

Til on that cross, as Jesus died,

The justice of God was satisfied.

For every sin, on Him was laid,

Here in the death of Christ, I live.



In Christ Alone
There in the ground, His body lay,

Light of the world by darkness slain.

Then bursting forth, in glorious day,

Up from the grave he rose again.

And as He stands, in victory, 

Sin’s curse has lost, it’s grip on me.

For I am His, and He is mine,

Bought with the precious blood of Christ!



In Christ Alone
No guilt in life, no fear in death,

This is the power of Christ in me.

From life’s first cry, to final breath,

Jesus commands my destiny.

No power of hell, no scheme of man, 

Can ever pluck, me from His hand.

Til He retuns, or calls me home, 

Here in the power of Christ I’ll stand. 



In Christ Alone
No power of hell, no scheme of man, 

Can ever pluck, me from His hand.

Til He retuns, or calls me home, 

Here in the power of Christ I’ll stand. 
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