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The Fundamentals of Rightly-

dividing the Scriptures:

The Non-Pauline Scriptures Paul’s Scriptures

What program of God? God’s Prophetic Program God’s Mystery Program

What is His vehicle of service? The Nation of Israel (Is. 60) The Body of Christ (Eph. 1-3).

When was this program revealed? It was spoken about since the world 

began by His holy prophets (Lk. 1:70; 

Acts 3:21).

It was kept secret since the world 

began until revealed to and through 

the Apostle Paul (Rom. 16:25; Eph. 

3:1-10).

How were Gentiles blessed in this 

program?

With the Nation of Israel and through 

her RISE (Is. 60).

Apart from the Nation of Israel and 

through her FALL (Rom. 11; Acts 

13:47).

What salvation is revealed in full? Participation in Israel’s NATIONAL 

salvation—Faith plus works.

Participation in sinner’s INDIVIDUAL 

salvation.  Faith alone (Gen. 15:6; 

Eph. 2:4-8)

This program’s role in God’s ultimate 

purpose of bringing the whole 

universe unto His Glory in Christ 

(Eph. 1:10)?

Re-establish God’s Glory on Earth (Is. 

11).

Re-establish God’s Glory in the 

Heavenlies (Ephesians).  



The Fundamentals of Rightly-

dividing the Scriptures:

The Non-Pauline Scriptures Paul’s Scriptures

What program of God? God’s Prophetic Program with the 

Nation of Israel.

God’s Mystery Program with the Body 

of Christ.

What is aspect of the Righteousness 

of God is in the spotlight

The Righteousness of God in saving 

His friends and destroying His 

enemies.

The Righteousness of God in saving 

His ENEMIES because He has no 

friends.



God’s Mystery Program

With the Body of Christ:

INCREASING

God’s Prophetic Program

With the Nation of Israel:

DIMINISHING

THE TRANSITION PERIOD (CIRCA 35 TO 60 AD)

(Also called Acts Period)

Peter
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TURN YOUR EYES UPON JESUS
O soul are you weary and troubled?
No light in the darkness you see?

There’s light for a look at the Savior
And life more abundant and free!

Chorus:
Turn your eyes upon Jesus

Look full in His wonderful face
And the things of earth 
will grow strangely dim

In the light of His glory and grace



TURN YOUR EYES UPON JESUS

Thro’ death into life everlasting
He passed and we follow Him there
Over us sin no more hath dominion

For more than conq’rors we are!
Chorus:

Turn your eyes upon Jesus
Look full in His wonderful face

And the things of earth will grow strangely dim
In the light of His glory and grace



Walking

Eph. 2:10



1. The believer’s job is to walk in those GOOD works that God had 

before-ordained were needed to accomplish His Mystery 

Program with the Body of Christ as revealed by the Holy Spirit, 

looking ahead, focused on the Lord Jesus Christ as revealed in 

PGMT  (Eph. 2:10).

a. Before as unbelievers we were excluded from God’s plan and

purpose (Rom. 1:18-32), walking according to the bad works

of sin and death, the world and Satan and the flesh (Eph. 2:1

-3).



b. The basic singular work of this walk is boldly proclaiming PGMT

because that is what saves the lost (transferring them

out of Satan’s realm and into Christ’s realm unto the glory of

God) and edifies the saved (Eph. 6:19-20). 

--Out of this flows the multiplicity of works (plural) as we take

Christ as revealed in PGMT out into our own little worlds in

accord with our sonship position in Christ as responsible

adults in Chriast—speaking, writing, attitudes, actions,

priorities, values, etc.—individually, but especially collectively

through an assembly of believers.



2.  But now, our walk is in newness of life rather than oldness of

death (Rom. 6:3-4) means:

a. Negatively, by not walking according to the Gentiles in the

vanity of their darkened mind, not circumspectly (Eph. 4:17

-19; 5:14-17),

--We are equipped in Christ o have enlightened minds that

have been renewed with PGMT (Rom. 12:2; Acts 13:47; 

2 Cor. 4:4-6), which gives us the Mind of Christ (1 Cor.

2:16) as exemplified in the Love of God displayed at the

Cross of Christ (Phil. 2:5-8) so that we can walk

circumspectly in God’s wisdom (Eph. 1:8-9), serving God

by serving others in love unto their edification (Rom. 12:9

-10; 1 Cor. 8:1).



b. Positively, by walking in accord with God’s calling for us as

participants in His Mystery Program with the Body of Christ

to restore His glory in the heavenlies as revealed in PGMT

(Eph. 4:1-3).

--This walk is on the path on which the whole Triune

Godhead is working today (Rom. 15:16). 

--Therefore, to walk worthy of our vocation requires rightly

-Dividing the Scriptures (Eph. 4:4-6; 1:18).



--Figuratively—If the Nation of Israel is God’s living hammer

designed to pound in the nails that will fulfil His Prophetic

Program to restore His glory on earth, the Body of Christ is

God’s living screwdriver designed to screw in the screws

that will fulfil His Mystery Program to restore His glory in

the heavenlies, thereby reaching the goal of Eph. 1:10. 

--If you mix these up, the work/s won’t get done. 

3.  When we walk in this way, we participate in a walk that

pleases God and bears much fruit in every good work as

ones who have minds renewed with PGMT, giving us the

very Mind of Christ. (Col. 1:6, 10; 1 Cor. 2:16). 



Higher Ground

I’m pressing on the upward way, 
New heights I’m gaining every day;
Still praying as I’m onward bound,

“Lord, plant my feet on higher ground.”

Lord, lift me up and let me stand
By faith on heaven’s table land, 

A higher plane than I have found:
Lord, plant my feet on higher ground



Higher Ground

My heart has no desire to stay
Where doubts arise and fears dismay;

Though some may dwell where these abound, 
My prayer, my aim is higher ground.

Lord, lift me up and let me stand
By faith on heaven’s table land, 

A higher plane than I have found:
Lord, plant my feet on higher ground



Higher Ground

I want to live above the world,
Though Satan’s darts at me are hurled;
For faith has caught the joyful sound, 
The song of saints on higher ground.

Lord, lift me up and let me stand
By faith on heaven’s table land, 

A higher plane than I have found:
Lord, plant my feet on higher ground



Higher Ground

I want to scale the utmost height
And catch a gleam of glory bright;

But still I’ll pray, ‘til heaven I’ve found
“Lord, lead me on to higher ground.”

Lord, lift me up and let me stand
By faith on heaven’s table land, 

A higher plane than I have found:
Lord, plant my feet on higher ground
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