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The Fundamentals of Rightly-

dividing the Scriptures:

The Non-Pauline Scriptures Paul’s Scriptures

What program of God? God’s Prophetic Program God’s Mystery Program

What is His vehicle of service? The Nation of Israel (Is. 60) The Body of Christ (Eph. 1-3).

When was this program revealed? It was spoken about since the world 

began by His holy prophets (Lk. 1:70; 

Acts 3:21).

It was kept secret since the world 

began until revealed to and through 

the Apostle Paul (Rom. 16:25; Eph. 

3:1-10).

How were Gentiles blessed in this 

program?

With the Nation of Israel and through 

her RISE (Is. 60).

Apart from the Nation of Israel and 

through her FALL (Rom. 11; Acts 

13:47).

What salvation is revealed in full? Participation in Israel’s NATIONAL 

salvation—Faith plus works.

Participation in sinner’s INDIVIDUAL 

salvation.  Faith alone (Gen. 15:6; 

Eph. 2:4-8)

This program’s role in God’s ultimate 

purpose of bringing the whole 

universe unto His Glory in Christ 

(Eph. 1:10)?

Re-establish God’s Glory on Earth (Is. 

11).

Re-establish God’s Glory in the 

Heavenlies (Ephesians).  



The Fundamentals of Rightly-

dividing the Scriptures:

The Non-Pauline Scriptures Paul’s Scriptures

What program of God? God’s Prophetic Program with the 

Nation of Israel.

God’s Mystery Program with the Body 

of Christ.

What is aspect of the Righteousness 

of God is in the spotlight

The Righteousness of God in saving 

His friends and destroying His 

enemies.

The Righteousness of God in saving 

His ENEMIES because He has no 

friends.



REMINDERS FOR SOME OF MY FAVORITE THINGS

1. What is God’s Body of Truth for today?  PGMT.

2. What is the Mystery?  DISCO BALL.

3. What does it mean to be In Christ? U.P.I.I. 

4. What is the Transition Period?  TWO TRIANGLES MAKE A 

RECTANGLE

5. What is Faith? THE FOUR FACETS

6. What is the Christian Walk? DIWI TRAIN



God’s Mystery Program

With the Body of Christ:

INCREASING

God’s Prophetic Program

With the Nation of Israel:

DIMINISHING

THE TRANSITION PERIOD (CIRCA 35 TO 60 AD)

(Also called Acts Period)

Peter

And 

The
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PRAISE HIM! PRAISE HIM!
Praise Him! Praise Him! 

Jesus our blessed Redeemer
Sing, O Earth His wonderful love proclaim

Hail Him! Hail Him! highest archangels in glory
Strength and honor give to His holy name

Like a shepherd, Jesus will guard His children
In His arms He carries them all day long

Chorus:
Praise Him! Praise Him! 

tell of His excellent greatness
Praise Him! Praise Him! ever in joyful song!



PRAISE HIM! PRAISE HIM!

Praise Him! Praise Him! 
Jesus our blessed Redeemer

For our sins He suffered and bled and died
He our Rock, our hope of eternal salvation

Hail Him! Hail Him! Jesus the crucified
Sound His praises, Jesus who bore our sorrows
Love unbounded, wonderful, deep and strong

Chorus:
Praise Him! Praise Him! 

tell of His excellent greatness
Praise Him! Praise Him! ever in joyful song!



PRAISE HIM! PRAISE HIM!
Praise Him! Praise Him! 

Jesus our blessed Redeemer
Heav’nly portals loud with hosannas ring
Jesus, Savior, reigneth forever and ever

Crown Him! Crown Him! Prophet and priest and King
Christ is coming, over the world victorious

Pow’r and glory unto the Lord belong

Chorus:
Praise Him! Praise Him! 

tell of His excellent greatness
Praise Him! Praise Him! ever in joyful song!



Ephesians 2:11-12

Time Past



1. In the long view of TIME PAST in God’s Prophetic Program to 

restore His glory on earth in history.

a. God rejected all the nations of the world to be the nation through

which He would rule His Kingdom on earth because of their sinful

rebelliousness.

b. God would miraculously create His own great and holy Nation,

the Nation of Israel, to do this through the human line Abraham,

Isaac and Jacob (Gen. 12:2; Ex. 19:6). 

c. Therefore, God gave Himself and His Messiah, His King and

Kingdom, His promises and covenants to the Nation of Israel.

d. Therefore, the Gentile nations received God’s blessings WITH

ISRAEL AND THROUGH HER RISE (Ex. 18:8-12).    



2. In the long view of TIME PAST, the Gentiles had no hope of their 

own, but they weren’t utterly hopeless because they could 

participate in Israel’s hope.  Rom. 15:9-12 demonstrates clearly 

that when Israel was faithful and operated in accord with God’s will 

for them:

a. They weren’t utterly hopeless because they could rejoice WITH

Israel and glorify God through her RISE (Rom. 15:9-10).

b. And they weren’t utterly Godless because they could praise and

laud the one true LORD God of Israel (Rom. 15:11).

c. And they weren’t utterly Christless because they could

participate in Israel’s hope of Christ reigning over them and them

trusting in Him the Gentiles will trust (Rom. 15:12). 



3. So, how do we go from the Gentiles having no hope of their own 

but weren’t utterly hopeless because they could participate in 

Israel’s hope to Eph. 2:11-12 where the Gentiles are utterly 

hopeless?

a. In Rom. 15:8-12, Paul gives us the long view of TIME PAST in

God’s Prophetic Program—Gentiles Godless, Christless and

hopeless but not utterly Godless, Christless and hopeless.

b. In Eph. 2:11-12, Paul gives us the short view of TIME PAST in

God’s Prophetic Program—the Ephesians as Gentiles AT THAT

TIME in that generation before Paul—they were Gentiles that

were utterly hopeless, Godless, and Christless.

--It is as though Eph. 2:11-12 fit between Rom. 15:12-13. 



4. But the Gentiles became utterly Godless, Christless and hopeless in 

their lifetimes AT THAT TIME when God cast away the Nation of 

Israel in early Acts.

a. Rom. 15:8-12 explains how Gentiles in God’s Prophetic Program

were hopeless but not utterly hopeless because they could access

God by participating in Israel’s hope WITH ISRAEL AND

THROUGH HER RISE.



b. But in Rom. 11:11, Paul told us that Israel had stumbled, fallen

and been cast away (temporarily) for Israel had joined hands with

the Gentiles, declaring: We will not have your Son to rule over us!

--At that moment, the Gentiles became utterly and completely

hopeless.  They didn’t have a direct hope of their own and now

they lost even the indirect hope of participating in God’s

things according to prophecy—WITH ISRAEL AND THROUGH

HER RISE.   

--But God had never before revealed hope for the Gentiles that

came APART FROM ISRAEL AND THROUGH HER FALL!!



5. In Rom. 15:13-18, Paul solves the problem that the Gentiles now 

find themselves in God’s Prophetic Program with the Nation of 

Israel, going from being NOT utterly hopeless—to being utterly 

hopeless AT THAT TIME—to being filled and overflowing with 

hopefulness in God’s Mystery Program with the Body of Christ.

a. He gave the hopeless overflowing  and abounding hope; the

despairing ALL joy; the enemy sinner ALL peace; through the

power of God the Holy Spirit (Rom. 15:13).

b. And how did He do that?  By raising up the Apostle Paul and

giving to him a distinct and unique apostleship through which the

world, esp. the Gentiles, could be blessed APART FROM

ISRAEL AND THROUGH HER FALL (Rom. 15:14-18)!!



ROCK OF AGES

Rock of Ages, cleft for me
Let me hide myself in Thee
Let the water and the blood

From Thy wounded side which flowed
Be of sin the double cure

Save from wrath and make me pure



ROCK OF AGES

Could my tears forever flow
Could my zeal no languor know
These for sin could not atone

Thou must save and Thou alone
In my hand no price I bring
Simply to Thy cross I cling



ROCK OF AGES

While I draw this fleeting breath
When my eyes shall close in death

When I rise to worlds unknown
And behold Thee on Thy throne

Rock of Ages, cleft for me
Let me hide myself in Thee
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