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The Fundamentals of Rightly-

dividing the Scriptures:

The Non-Pauline Scriptures Paul’s Scriptures

What program of God? God’s Prophetic Program God’s Mystery Program

What is His vehicle of service? The Nation of Israel (Is. 60) The Body of Christ (Eph. 1-3).

When was this program revealed? It was spoken about since the world 

began by His holy prophets (Lk. 1:70; 

Acts 3:21).

It was kept secret since the world 

began until revealed to and through 

the Apostle Paul (Rom. 16:25; Eph. 

3:1-10).

How were Gentiles blessed in this 

program?

With the Nation of Israel and through 

her RISE (Is. 60).

Apart from the Nation of Israel and 

through her FALL (Rom. 11; Acts 

13:47).

What salvation is revealed in full? Participation in Israel’s NATIONAL 

salvation—Faith plus works.

Participation in sinner’s INDIVIDUAL 

salvation.  Faith alone (Gen. 15:6; 

Eph. 2:4-8)

This program’s role in God’s ultimate 

purpose of bringing the whole 

universe unto His Glory in Christ 

(Eph. 1:10)?

Re-establish God’s Glory on Earth (Is. 

11).

Re-establish God’s Glory in the 

Heavenlies (Ephesians).  



The Fundamentals of Rightly-

dividing the Scriptures:

The Non-Pauline Scriptures Paul’s Scriptures

What program of God? God’s Prophetic Program with the 

Nation of Israel.

God’s Mystery Program with the Body 

of Christ.

What is aspect of the Righteousness 

of God is in the spotlight

The Righteousness of God in saving 

His friends and destroying His 

enemies.

The Righteousness of God in saving 

His ENEMIES because He has no 

friends.



REMINDERS FOR SOME OF MY FAVORITE THINGS

1. What is God’s Body of Truth for today?  PGMT.

2. What is the Mystery?  DISCO BALL.

3. What does it mean to be In Christ? U.P.I.I. 

4. What is the Transition Period?  TWO TRIANGLES MAKE A 

RECTANGLE

5. What is Faith? THE FOUR FACETS

6. What is the Christian Walk? DIWI TRAIN



God’s Mystery Program

With the Body of Christ:

INCREASING

God’s Prophetic Program

With the Nation of Israel:

DIMINISHING

THE TRANSITION PERIOD (CIRCA 35 TO 60 AD)

(Also called Acts Period)

Peter

And 

The
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O Holy Night

O Holy Night, the stars are brightly shining, 
It is the night of our dear Savior’s birth;

Long lay the world in sin and error pining,
‘Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth.

A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices,
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn;

Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices!
O night divine! O night when Christ was born.

O night divine, O night, O night divine



O Holy Night

Truly He taught us to love one another;
His law is Love and His gospel is peace;

Chains shall he break, for the slave is our brother,
And in His name all oppression shall cease,

Sweet hymns of joy in grateful Chorus raise we;
Let all within us praise His Holy name!

Christ is the Lord, O praise his name forever!
His power and glory, evermore proclaim!

His power and glory, evermore proclaim!



Ephesians 2:11-22

Creation of Body of Christ
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God’s Mystery Program

With the Body of Christ:

INCREASING

God’s Prophetic Program

With the Nation of Israel:

DIMINISHING

THE TRANSITION PERIOD (CIRCA 35 TO 60 AD)

(Also called Acts Period)

Peter

And 

The
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1. The long and short views of TIME PAST of God’s Prophetic 

Program with the Nation of Israel to restore His glory on earth.

a. Long view: Rom. 15:8-12:  When God was working with Israel,

the Gentiles had no direct hope of their own, but they could

participate indirectly in the Nation of Israel’s hope with Israel and

through her RISE.

--The Gentiles Therefore, they were not UTTERLY hopeless,

Godless and Christless (Ex. 18:8-12).



b. Short view: Eph. 2:11-12: When Israel fell because of unbelief,

God stopped working with the Nation of Israel, casting her away

and putting His Prophetic Program on hold, The Gentiles AT

THAT TIME not only had no direct hope of their own, they

couldn't even participate indirectly in Israel’s hope—that door of

blessing was closed. 

--AT THAT TIME they (the Ephesians here) became UTTERLY

hopeless, Godless and Christless because God had never

before revealed a way for the Gentiles to be blessed APART

FROM ISRAEL AND THROUGH HER FALL.    



c. Then Paul came to these UTTERLY hopeless Ephesians and

announced a previously unrevealed way for God’s blessings to

be dispensed directly to the world, esp., the Gentiles APART

FROM ISRAEL AND THROUGH HER FALL AND DIRECTLY

THROUGH CHRIST.  

--A way that God had kept  secret (Gk. a mystery) since the

world began—hid in Himself—BUT NOW through the distinct

apostleship of Paul is making it known (Rom. 16:25; Eph. 3:1

-10).



--A way that provides for filling the Gentiles with overflowing

super-abounding hope, in all joy and peace in believing,

through the power of the Holy Spirit (Rom. 15:13).

--A way by which the Gentiles have a direct hope of their own

that comes directly from the Risen and Exalted Lord Jesus

Christ not the fallen Nation of Israel (Eph. 2:13).   



2. In the context of Israel’s national fall, the Gentiles were UTTERLY 

HOPELESS, GODLESS AND CHRISTLESS because they were 

not citizens of the Nation of Israel that descended from the line of 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob:

a. Therefore, as non-citizens of Israel, they were considered aliens,

who had no access of their own to the common-wealth that God

gave to Israel.

b. And as strangers, they relied on the hospitality of Israel, to

participate in the covenants God gave to her—esp., with regard

to the Gentiles, esp., the Abrahamic Cov. 



3. In short, when Israel fell the Gentiles, who had fallen in ancient 

history, fell even further because God’s revealed way of blessing in 

His Prophetic Program was WITH ISRAEL AND THROUGH HER 

RISE.  But she fell, and the previously revealed door of access to 

God slammed shut, leaving the Gentiles UTTERLY hopeless, 

Godless and Christless.  



4. The God of Hope’s solution to this problem is to raise up a new and 

distinct apostle, the Apostle Paul, give him a new and distinct 

apostleship of grace, by which God is now dispensing His super-

abounding hope, joy and peace to the world, esp., the Gentiles, 

APART FROM ISRAEL AND THROUGH HER FALL (Rom. 15:13-

16)!

a. This is just what the dark enemy world needed.

b. This is now where the whole Triune Godhead is working today.

5. Now the whole world—Jews and Gentiles alike—but esp., the 

Gentiles can rejoice because now they have a direct hope of their 

own whereby they enter God’s family directly through the Risen 

Lord Jesus Christ as members of His body by faith (Eph. 2:19).  



6. The creation of the Body of Christ is just as important, noteworthy 

and miraculous as the creation of the Nation of Israel in Abraham.  

a. v. 10:  God’s workmanship (Gk. poem) of salvation—created

(Gk. ktizo) us in Christ Jesus.

b. v. 14: His workmanship of unity made (Gk. poem) both one ... 

v. 15: By creating/making ( Gk. ktizo)  in Himself one new

humanity—the Body of Christ v. 16—His

workmanship that makes (Gk. poem) peace.



7.  The two parts of Eph. 2:

a. 2:1-3:  Problem:  As individual spiritually dead sinners—Jews and

Gentiles--separated from God and His life.

2:4-10: Solution: He created believers anew in Christ--alive to

God, thereby individually saving us by grace

through faith without works.    



b. 2:11-12:  Problem: As UTTERLY hopeless Gentiles because of

Israel’s fall and casting away—separated from

God and His covenant of promises given to

the Nation of Israel.

2:13-22:  Solution:  He took spiritually alive believers created

anew in Christ and created of them a new

group of redeemed humanity called the Body

of Christ, who have access to God’s blessings

and promises directly through Christ—APART

FROM ISRAEL AND THROUGH HER FALL!    



O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant
O come ye, o come ye, to Bethlehem!

Come and behold Him, 
born the King of Angels!

O come, let us adore Him
O come, let us adore Him

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!



O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation
O sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above!
Glory to God, all glory in the highest!

O come, let us adore Him
O come, let us adore Him

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!



O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 
born this happy morning

Jesus, to Thee be all glory giv’n
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing!

O come, let us adore Him
O come, let us adore Him

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!
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