| Heard the Bells on Christmas Day

| heard the bells on Christmas day
Their old familiar carols play,
And wild and sweet the words repeat
Of peace on earth, good will to men.

| thought how, as the day had come,
The belfries of all Christendom
Had rolled along th’'unbroken song
Of peace on earth, good will to men.



| Heard the Bells on Christmas Day

And in despair | bowed my head:
“There is no peace on earth,” | said,
“For hate is strong, and mocks the song
Of peace on earth, good will to men.”

Then pealed the bells more loud and deep:
“God is not dead, nor doeth He sleep;
The wrong shall fail, the right prevail,

With peace on earth, good will to men.”



| Heard the Bells on Christmas Day

Till, ringing, singing on its way,
The world revolved from night to day
A voice, a chime a chant sublime,
Of peace on earth, good will to men.
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Ephesians 2:11-13
The Enmity



1.

Paul takes the Ephesians back to the state of fallen sinful humanity
in the short view of TIME PAST--before he arrived in town (Eph.
2:11).

a. AT THAT TIME, the world of fallen sinful humanity was made up
of two groups—unbelieving Gentiles and unbelieving Jews—who
were not only at enmity with God but with each other as well.

--God gather fallen humanity at enmity with Him—dJews and
Gentiles alike—under sin (Rom. 3:9) in unbelief so that He
might show mercy to all (Rom. 11:32).

--God was in Christ reconciling the (enemy) world to Himself
(2 Cor. 5:19).



THE TRANSITION PERIOD (CIRCA 35 TO 60 AD)
(Also called Acts Period)

God’s Prophetic Program

With the Nation of Israel:
DIMINISHING




b. This was represented by Jewish terms regarding circumcision.

--The Jews should have used their separate nation status as
represented in circumcision to extend God'’s blessings to the
Gentiles and welcome them into His hospitality.

--Instead, they used it in a fleshly way to exclude the Gentiles.

c. Circumcision was tied to Abrahamic Cov., which promised
blessings to Gentiles who blessed God/lsrael (Gen. 12:2-3).



2.

In God’s Prophetic Program in the context of Israel’'s FALL, the
Gentiles were UTTERLY hopeless, Godless and Christless (Eph.
2:12):

a. Christless because He belongs to the common-wealth of Israel
as her Messiah and King, having no direct access on their own
apart from Israel.

b. Hopeless because they were strangers—not the primary group
of hospitality—because they accessed God’s hospitality given in
the covenants to Israel through Israel’s hospitality (Rom. 15:8).

c. Godless because God gave Himself to Israel (Deut. 7:6-9; Ezek.
36:28); He gave Israel to be the head of the nations (Deut.
28:13); He gave Israel the Land, the People, the King and the
Kingdom (Rom. 9:4-5; 1 Pet. 2:9).




3. BUT NOW through the distinct apostleship of Paul, God has made
near those who were afar off (in God’s Prophetic Program with
Israel) through the blood/cross of Christ.

a. Now, Christ is uniting Jews and Gentiles who receive Paul’'s
Gospel by grace through faith, and creats of them one new
group of redeemed humanity called the Body of Christ (Eph.
2:15-10).

b. Now, as members of the Body of Christ in God’s Mystery
Program they have access to God’s blessings and promises for
today directly through God the Son, not indirectly through the
Nation of Israel as they did in God’s Prophetic Program (Eph.
2:18).
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4. When you hear that kind theological and religious mumbo-jumbo,
you need to throw it away.

a. We are not members of Israel in any way, sense or form.

--We are not new lIsrael or spiritual Israel.
--We are not Israel rewarmed, reworked, or rehashed.
b. We are members of a newly created group of redeemed

humanity, the Body of Christ, by which God will fulfill His Mystery
Program to restore His Glory in the heavenlies.



HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING

Hark! The herald angels sing
“Glory to the newborn King
Peace on earth and mercy mild
God and sinners reconcile”
Joyful, all ye nations rise
Join the triumph of the skies
With the angelic host proclaim
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

Hark! the herald angels sing
“Glory to the newborn King”



HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING

Hail the heav’n born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Son of righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings
Ris’n with healing in His wings
Mild He lays His glory by
Born that man no more may die
Born to raise the sons of earth
Born to give them second birth

Hark! the herald angels sing
“Glory to the newborn King”
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