
5/5/2020



5/5/2020



The Fundamentals of Rightly-

dividing the Scriptures:

The Non-Pauline Scriptures Paul’s Scriptures

What program of God? God’s Prophetic Program God’s Mystery Program

What is His vehicle of service? The Nation of Israel (Is. 60) The Body of Christ (Eph. 1-3).

When was this program revealed? It was spoken about since the world 

began by His holy prophets (Lk. 1:70; 

Acts 3:21).

It was kept secret since the world 

began until revealed to and through 

the Apostle Paul (Rom. 16:25; Eph. 

3:1-10).

How were Gentiles blessed in this 

program?

With the Nation of Israel and through 

her RISE (Is. 60).

Apart from the Nation of Israel and 

through her FALL (Rom. 11; Acts 

13:47).

What salvation is revealed in full? Participation in Israel’s NATIONAL 

salvation—Faith plus works.

Participation in sinner’s INDIVIDUAL 

salvation.  Faith alone (Gen. 15:6; 

Eph. 2:4-8)

This program’s role in God’s ultimate 

purpose of bringing the whole 

universe unto His Glory in Christ 

(Eph. 1:10)?

Re-establish God’s Glory on Earth (Is. 

11).

Re-establish God’s Glory in the 

Heavenlies (Ephesians).  



The Fundamentals of Rightly-

dividing the Scriptures:

The Non-Pauline Scriptures Paul’s Scriptures

What program of God? God’s Prophetic Program with the 

Nation of Israel.

God’s Mystery Program with the Body 

of Christ.

What is aspect of the Righteousness 

of God is in the spotlight

The Righteousness of God in saving 

His friends and destroying His 

enemies.

The Righteousness of God in saving 

His ENEMIES because He has no 

friends.



God’s Mystery Program

With the Body of Christ:

INCREASING

God’s Prophetic Program

With the Nation of Israel:

DIMINISHING

THE TRANSITION PERIOD (CIRCA 35 TO 60 AD)

(Also called Acts Period)

Peter
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The
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Love Lifted Me
I was sinking deep in sin, Far from the peaceful shore,

Very deeply stained within, Sinking to rise no more,

But the Master of the sea heard my despairing cry, 

From the waters lifted me – Now safe am I.

Love lifted me, Love Lifted me, 

When nothing else could help, 

Love lifted me; Love lifted me.



Love Lifted Me
All my heart to Him I give, Ever to Him I’ll cling, 

In His blessed presence live, Ever His praises sing.

Love so mighty and so true – Merits my soul’s best songs;

Faithful, loving service too – To Him belongs.

Love lifted me, Love Lifted me, 

When nothing else could help, 

Love lifted me; Love lifted me.



Love Lifted Me
Sold in danger, look above, Jesus completely saves;

He will lift you by His love – Out of the angry waves.

He’s the Master of the sea, Billows His will obey;

He you Savior wants to be – Be saved today.

Love lifted me, Love Lifted me, 

When nothing else could help, 

Love lifted me; Love lifted me.



Circumcision Pt. 3

Eph. 2:11-16; Gen. 17



1. Eph. 2:11-16 Summary:

a. v. 11—With the fall of Israel, the world fell completely captive to

Satan, who perverted the things God gave in His Prophetic

Program—like the nation, the religious system, circumcision and

the Law—to divided fallen humanity and put it at enmity with

itself—nation against nation—esp., Jews against the Gentiles.

b. v. 12--This left the whole world, especially the Gentiles, Godless,

Christless and hopeless.

c. v. 13: BUT NOW, through Paul’s distinct apostleship, God

provided a way that brought humanity, esp. the Gentiles.



d. v. 14-16—To do this, God tore down His Prophetic Program with

the Nation of Israel.

--God did this by tearing down His Prophetic Program with the

Nation of Israel, nullifying Satan’s attempt to nullify it.

--Simultaneously, He began a new Mystery Program with a

newly created group of redeemed humanity called the Body of

Christ made up of all nations--Jews and Gentiles alike

—reconciled to God and each other.



2. We have seen that, yes, circumcision was given to Israel to 

separate her as God’s own nation from the Gentile nations:

a. But God’s intention wasn’t to exclude the Gentiles and keep

them from God and His blessings—that’s Satan’s way.

b. But to provide a safe, holy and righteous place where the

Gentiles could be invited and included in the worship of the one

true God WITH ISRAEL AND THROUGH HER RISE (Gen. 2:2

-3; Ex. 19:6; Zech. 14:16—classic example—Ex. 18:7-12).   



3. God gave Abraham and his descendants the sign/token of 

circumcision in Gen. 17:1-14:

a. Whereas in Gen. 15 when God made the Abrahamic Cov.

God’s blessings were especially associated with the Nation of

Israel and what God will do to make them into His own great

and holy nation in accord with Gen. 12:2a, 2b, 2c.

b. In Gen. 17, God adds two signs to the Abrahamic Cov. to

remind Israel that God blesses them not only for their own sake

but for the sake of the world, including the Gentiles.

--He created Israel not only to receive His abounding blessings,

but to then share them with the world of Gentiles in accord

with Gen. 12:2d!

--Then they would be perfect/complete, reaching their end goal.



Clarifying things in Gen. 17:

4. #1—Clarifying Gen. 17--Is God referring to the Abrahamic Cov. He 

made with Abraham in Gen. 15? Or, does He make an additional 

covenant with Abraham in Gen. 17?

a. Many think God is making an additional covenant here because

it says: I will make My covenant between Me and thee

(Gen.17:2).

--But it is important to note that the one English word

“made/make” used in Gen. 15 and 17 actually translate two

different Hebrew words:



b. In Gen. 15:8 the Heb. word “karat” is used, which means to cut,

to arrange—came to mean in itself—cut a covenant.

—God uniquely CUT the Abrahamic Covenant as a Grace

Cov. without Abraham’s participation.

c. In Gen. 17:2, however, the Heb. word “natan” is used, which

represents an action by which something is set going or

actuated; it refers to something that is sent forth.

—Here, God promises that the Abrahamic Covenant

He cut before without Abraham’s participation, He will in the

future set in motion with Abraham’s/Israel’s participation;

esp., in the remembrance of their duty to take God’s blessings

out to the Gentiles that comes from his name change and the

sign of circumcision.    



O FOR A THOUSAND TONGUES TO SING

O for a thousand tongues to sing 
My great Redeemer’s praise

The glories of my God and King
The triumphs of His Grace!

Jesus, the name that charms our fears
That bids our sorrows cease

‘Tis music in the sinner’s ears
‘Tis life and health and peace



O FOR A THOUSAND TONGUES TO SING

He breaks the pow’r of canceled sin
He sets the prisoner free

His blood can make the foulest clean
His blood availed for me!

Hear Him, ye deaf; His praise, ye dumb,
Your loosened tongues employ;

Ye blind, behold your Savior come;
And leap, ye lame for joy!



O FOR A THOUSAND TONGUES TO SING

My gracious Master and my God
Assist me to proclaim

To spread thro’ all the earth abroad
The honors of Thy name
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