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God’s Mystery Program

With the Body of Christ:

INCREASING

God’s Prophetic Program

With the Nation of Israel:

DIMINISHING

THE TRANSITION PERIOD (CIRCA 35 TO 60 AD)

(Also called Acts Period)
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Higher Ground

I’m pressing on the upward way, 
New heights I’m gaining every day;
Still praying as I’m onward bound,

“Lord, plant my feet on higher ground.”

Lord, lift me up and let me stand
By faith on heaven’s table land, 

A higher plane than I have found:
Lord, plant my feet on higher ground



Higher Ground

My heart has no desire to stay
Where doubts arise and fears dismay;

Though some may dwell where these abound, 
My prayer, my aim is higher ground.

Lord, lift me up and let me stand
By faith on heaven’s table land, 

A higher plane than I have found:
Lord, plant my feet on higher ground



Higher Ground

I want to live above the world,
Though Satan’s darts at me are hurled;
For faith has caught the joyful sound, 
The song of saints on higher ground.

Lord, lift me up and let me stand
By faith on heaven’s table land, 

A higher plane than I have found:
Lord, plant my feet on higher ground



Higher Ground

I want to scale the utmost height
And catch a gleam of glory bright;

But still I’ll pray, ‘til heaven I’ve found
“Lord, lead me on to higher ground.”

Lord, lift me up and let me stand
By faith on heaven’s table land, 

A higher plane than I have found:
Lord, plant my feet on higher ground



Circumcision Pt. 4

Eph. 2:11-16; Gen. 17



1. Eph. 2:11-16 Summary:

a. v. 11—With the fall of Israel, the world fell completely captive to

Satan, who perverted the things God gave in His Prophetic

Program—like the nation, the religious system, circumcision and

the Law—to divide fallen humanity and put it at enmity with

itself—nation against nation—esp., Jews against the Gentiles.

b. v. 12--This left the whole world, especially the Gentiles, Godless,

Christless and hopeless.

c. v. 13: BUT NOW, through Paul’s distinct apostleship, God

provided a way that brought humanity, esp. the Gentiles.



d. v. 14-16—To do this, God tore down His Prophetic Program with

the Nation of Israel.

--God did this by tearing down His Prophetic Program with the

Nation of Israel, nullifying Satan’s attempt to nullify it.

--Simultaneously, He began a new Mystery Program with a

newly created group of redeemed humanity called the Body of

Christ made up of all nations--Jews and Gentiles alike

—reconciled to God and each other.



2. We have seen that, yes, circumcision was given to Israel to 

separate her as God’s own nation from the Gentile nations:

a. But God’s intention wasn’t to exclude the Gentiles and keep

them from God and His blessings—that’s Satan’s way.

b. But to provide a safe, holy and righteous place where the

Gentiles could be invited and included in the worship of the one

true God WITH ISRAEL AND THROUGH HER RISE (Gen. 12:2

-3; Ex. 19:6; Zech. 14:16—classic example—Ex. 18:7-12).   



3. God gave Abraham and his descendants the sign/token of 

circumcision in Gen. 17:1-14:

a. Whereas in Gen. 15 especially focused on the promises to

Israel in particular--Gen. 12:2a, 2b, 2c.

b. Gen. 17, focused especially on Israel being the conduit of

God’s blessings to the Gentiles--Gen. 12:2d!

--Then they would be perfect/complete, reaching God’s end

goal for them.

c. Then, they walk in faith before God fulfilling His purpose for them

of blessing the Gentiles, Abraham/Israel would be

perfect/complete because they will have reached God’s end

goal for them.



4. #1—Clarifying Gen. 17—Circumcision isn’t an additional covenant, 

it is a sign with regard to the Abrahamic Covenant, tied to his and 

Israel’s responsibility to be a blessing to the Gentiles.

a. The Abrahamic Cov. God cut with Abraham in Gen. 15,

b. In Gen. 17 He promises to set in motion when believing

Abraham/Israel walks before Him perfect/complete by being a

blessing to the Gentiles, thereby reaching their end goal.

--He teaches this through 2 signs—Abram’s name change to

Abraham—the father of many nations—and circumcision.

--This will ultimately be completely fulfilled in the Kingdom. 



5. #2--Clarifying Gen. 17: What many nations is Abraham the father 

of?

a. Many think the nations here refer to the nations Abraham

literally fathered--his physical descendants: Israel (through

Sarah—1 nation); Ishmaelites (through Hagar-1 nation),

the Midianites (through Keturah—1 nation) and in a loose sense

the Edomites (through Isaac’s son Esau-1/2 nation?). 

b. The problem with this conclusion is that the passage goes on to

say that Sarah will be the mother of multiple nations—but Sarah

was only the mother of Israel through Isaac and, in a loose

sense perhaps the the Edomites through Isaac’s son, Esau.

--But does Abraham’s 3.5 nations and Sarah’s 1.5 nations really

do justice to the promise to be a father (and mother) of many

nations and a blessing to all the families of the earth (Gen.

12:3)?



c. Therefore, it is perhaps best to take fathering and mothering in a

more general and figurative sense: Fathers and mothers are

blessers. 

--Here, Abraham and Sarah (through their literal descendants

that make up the Nation of Israel)—will be the father/mother of

all nations, including the Gentiles, who walk as Abraham’s

spiritual descendants in faith.

--This is supported by Paul in Rom. 4:16-18, 23-25.

--Justification by faith without works is an interdispensational

truth. While the content of faith changes, the mechanism of

justification doesn’t.



--God is often called the Father in the sense of Blesser

—originator, protector, provider, etc; Of Israel (Deut. 32:6) and

all people (Mal. 2:10; Acts 17:24-29).

--Israel’s Messiah and King is called the everlasting Father in

accord with His role of being the Blesser in the Kingdom,

fulfilling the Davidic Covenant.



Heaven Came Down
O what a wonderful, wonderful day

Day I will never forget;
After I’d wandered in darkness away, 

Jesus my Savior I met. 
O what a tender Compassionate friend –

He met the need of my heart;
Shadows dispelling, with joy I am telling,

He made all the darkness depart!

Heaven came down and glory filled my soul,
When at the cross the Savior made me whole;

My sins were washed away 
And my night was turned to day

Heaven came down and glory filled my Soul!



Heaven Came Down
Born of the Spirit with life from above

Into God’s family diving, 
Justified fully through Calvary’s love,

O what a standing is mine!
And the transaction so quickly was made

When as a sinner I came,
Took of the offer of grace he did proffer-

He save me, O praise His dear name!

Heaven came down and glory filled my soul,
When at the cross the Savior made me whole;

My sins were washed away 
And my night was turned to day

Heaven came down and glory filled my Soul!



Heaven Came Down
Now I’ve a Hope that will surely endure

After the passing of time;
I have a future in heaven for sure, 
There in those mansions sublime.

And it’s because of that wonderful day
When at the cross I believed;

Riches eternal and blessings supernal
From His precious hand I received. 

Heaven came down and glory filled my soul,
When at the cross the Savior made me whole;

My sins were washed away 
And my night was turned to day

Heaven came down and glory filled my Soul!
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