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God’s Mystery Program

With the Body of Christ:

INCREASING

God’s Prophetic Program

With the Nation of Israel:

DIMINISHING

THE TRANSITION PERIOD (CIRCA 35 TO 60 AD)

(Also called Acts Period)

Peter

And 

The

12
P

A

U

L



REDEEMED

Redeemed, how I love to proclaim it!
Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb

Redeemed thro’ His infinite mercy
His child and forever, I am

Chorus:
Redeemed,  Redeemed

Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb
Redeemed, Redeemed,

His child and forever I am



REDEEMED

Redeemed, and so happy in Jesus
No language my rapture can tell

I know that the light of His presence
With me shall continually dwell

Chorus:
Redeemed, Redeemed

Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb
Redeemed, Redeemed,

His child and forever I am



REDEEMED

I think of my blessed Redeemer
I think of Him all the day long

I sing, for I cannot be silent
His love is the theme of my song

Chorus:
Redeemed, Redeemed

Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb
Redeemed, Redeemed,

His child and forever I am



REDEEMED

I know I shall see in His beauty
The King in whose law I delight;

Who lovingly guards every footstep,
And gives me a song in the night. 

Chorus:
Redeemed, Redeemed

Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb
Redeemed, Redeemed,

His child and forever I am



Circumcision Pt. 5

Among the Powers

Eph. 2:11-16; Gen. 17



1. Someone asked me why I say Eph. 2:11-16 has to do with Satan 

usurping God’s Prophetic Program?  Satan isn’t anywhere in the 

context.

a. The evil powers, which are under the ultimate rule of the Prince

of  the Power of the Air—Satan—were placed in subjection to

the Lord Jesus Christ, who was seated far above them at the

end of Eph. 1, are the powers the world is freed from in Eph. 2.

b. Christ frees believing sinners from the evil powers that

controlled them--sin and death, the world and Satan, Adam

and the flesh, making them alive, raising them up and seating

them together with Christ in the Heavenlies, creating us anew

in Christ Jesus as saints (Eph. 2:1-10)/



2. The subjection of all powers under Christ’s feet also means that 

humanity is freed from the powers that divided and caused enmity 

as Satan usurped God’s plan and purpose for His Prophetic 

Program, perverting and corrupting it.

a. Rom. 2: Satan and his powers stole away the Nation of Israel

(2:24), the Law (2:12-13), circumcision (2:28-29).

b. In short, the whole religious system, making it the VRS,

replacing God and His Word with man and his traditions, i.e.,

IDOLATRY so that instead of unifying and restoring the earthly

realm to God, it divided and destroyed it, leading the Gentiles

away from God (1 Cor. 15:56; 6:13).



3. Satan deceived the world (Gen. 2-3) and the Nation of Israel into 

the idolatry of unbelief. 

a. The idol of Israel’s circumcision in the flesh made by human

hands without faith inactivates God’s circumcision made by the

Spirit (Eph. 2:11; Rom. 2:28-3:4). 

--In fact, it nullifies Christ and His work (Gal. 5:4, 11). 

b. The idol of Israel’s law/works righteousness without faith

according to the flesh inactivates and destroys participation in

God’s grace/faith righteousness with faith according to the Spirit

(Rom. 4:13-14; 9:30-32).

--In fact, it prevented them from bearing fruit unto the Spirit and

life (Rom. 7:6-10). 

--The Law that was supposed to bring shalom, life and fruit unto

God brought wrath (Rom. 4:15), sin and death (Rom. 5:20-21). 



c. The idolatry of adding human wisdom and worldly knowledge to

God’s Gospel inactivates, destroys, precludes the preaching of

the Cross (1 Cor. 2:6).

4. Paul’s point in Eph. 2:11-16 is that God nullified Satan’s attempt to 

nullify, inactivate His Prophetic Program by taking it down, cleaning

it up and putting it in storage for future use.

--God meets Satan’s attempt to inactivate His Prophetic Program

by putting it on hold and starting a new Mystery Program that

super-aboundingly and exceedingly overcame Satan’s plan of

evil for the world (Rom. 5:20-21). 



5. We see the culmination of Satan’s evil plan to nullify God’s 

Prophetic Program with the Nation of Israel to restore His glory on 

earth in Acts 7-8 at the stoning of Stephen.

a. Then God’s own Nation joined hands with the Gentile nations in

rebelling against Him and declared: We will not have your Son

to rule over us, and the whole world of humanity went dark on

enemy status before God.

--And that’s where fallen humanity remained until, that is, Paul

came to town (Eph. 2:11-13).

b. It looked like Satan had succeeded in nullifying God’s Prophetic

Program—Israel had fallen and humanity and the earth were

apparently his.



c. But God took him and the evil powers in their craftiness (1 Cor.

3:19-20). 

--He nullified Satan’s attempt to nullify His Prophetic Program

by taking it down, cleaning it up, packing it in boxes and

putting it behind stage thereby putting it on hold;

d. While at the same time He began a new Mystery Program with

the Body of Christ to restore His glory in the Heavenly realm

(Eph. 2:14-22) that SATAN AND HIS COHORTS KNEW

NOTHING ABOUT (Eph. 2:14-22; 3:10).



6. In short, through the proclamation of the Revelation of the Mystery 

through Paul’s distinct apostleship (Eph. 3:1-10), God made 

known that not only had Satan lost the earthly realm!  HE ALSO 

LOST THE HEAVENLY REALM (Eph. 1:10)!!  



7. God gave the sign (explicit—Gen. 17:11) of circumcision in the 

context of the sign (implicit—Gen. 17:4-5) of Abram’s name 

change to Abraham, the father of many nations, which points to 

international intentionality of the Abrahamic Covenant.

a. Abraham/Israel would be walk before God in faith (not in

unbelief like Gen. 16) and be complete/perfect, reaching God’s

end goal for them, when they were dispensing blessings to the

Gentiles (Gen. 17:1-6).



b. We see Abraham begin doing this in Gen. 18 where Abraham,

as God’s confidant, intercedes on behalf of the righteous in

Sodom (Gen. 18:17-33).

c. Israel has done this sporadically, especially during reigns of

David and Solomon, but will do fully in the Kingdom, when the

nation will walk before the Lord and be perfect/complete,

distributing His blessings, light and glory to the Gentile nations. 



WONDERFUL GRACE OF JESUS
Wonderful grace of Jesus, greater than all my sin

How shall my tongue describe it, 
where shall its praise begin?

Taking away my burden, setting my spirit free
For the wonderful grace of Jesus reaches me

Wonderful the matchless grace of Jesus

Deeper than the mighty rolling sea
Higher than the mountain, sparkling like a fountain

All sufficient grace for even me
Broader than the scope of my transgressions

Greater far than all my sin and shame
O magnify the precious name of Jesus, 

Praise His name!



WONDERFUL GRACE OF JESUS
Wonderful grace of Jesus, reaching to all the lost

By it I have been pardoned, saved to the uttermost
Chains have been torn asunder, giving me liberty

For the wonderful grace of Jesus reaches me

Wonderful the matchless grace of Jesus

Deeper than the mighty rolling sea
Higher than the mountain, sparkling like a fountain

All sufficient grace for even me
Broader than the scope of my transgressions

Greater far than all my sin and shame
O magnify the precious name of Jesus, 

Praise His name!



WONDERFUL GRACE OF JESUS
Wonderful grace of Jesus, reaching the most defiled

By its transforming power 
making him God’s dear child

Purchasing peace and heaven for all eternity
And the wonderful grace for Jesus reaches me

Wonderful the matchless grace of Jesus

Deeper than the mighty rolling sea
Higher than the mountain, sparkling like a fountain

All sufficient grace for even me
Broader than the scope of my transgressions

Greater far than all my sin and shame
O magnify the precious name of Jesus, 

Praise His name!
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