
God’s Mystery Program

With the Body of Christ:

INCREASING

God’s Prophetic Program

With the Nation of Israel:

DIMINISHING

THE TRANSITION PERIOD (CIRCA 35 TO 60 AD)

(Also called Acts Period)
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Israel’s Program is 
Resumed and Fulfilled

“TIME PAST”
(Ephesians 2:11-12)

“TO COME”
(Ephesians 2:13)



Grace Greater Than Our Sin

Verse 1:
Marvelous grace of our loving Lord

Grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt
Yonder on Calvary’s mount outpoured

There where the blood of the Lamb was spilt

Chorus: 
Grace, Grace, God’s Grace

(Marvelous Grace - Infinite Grace!)

Grace that will pardon and cleanse within
Grace, Grace, God’s Grace

(Marvelous Grace - Infinite Grace!)

Grace that is greater than all our sin!



Grace Greater Than Our Sin

Verse 2:
Sin and despair like the sea waves cold

Threaten the soul with infinite loss
Grace that is greater, yes, Grace untold
Points to the refuge, the mighty cross!

Chorus:
Grace, Grace, God’s Grace

(Marvelous Grace - Infinite Grace!)

Grace that will pardon and cleanse within
Grace, Grace, God’s Grace

(Marvelous Grace - Infinite Grace!)

Grace that is greater than all our sin!



Grace Greater Than Our Sin

Verse 3:
Dark is the stain that we cannot hide

What can avail to wash it away?
Look! there is flowing a crimson tide
Whiter than snow you may be today

Chorus:
Grace, Grace, God’s Grace

(Marvelous Grace - Infinite Grace!)

Grace that will pardon and cleanse within
Grace, Grace, God’s Grace

(Marvelous Grace - Infinite Grace!)

Grace that is greater than all our sin!



Grace Greater Than Our Sin

Verse 4:
Marvelous, infinite, matchless Grace!
Freely bestowed on all who believe
All who are longing to see His face

Will you this moment His Grace receive?

Chorus:
Grace, Grace, God’s Grace

(Marvelous Grace - Infinite Grace!)

Grace that will pardon and cleanse within
Grace, Grace, God’s Grace

(Marvelous Grace - Infinite Grace!)

Grace that is greater than all our sin!



Circumcision Pt. 7

Eph. 2:11-22



1. Signs were given to remind people of what characterized them, 

what their duty or responsibility was, and to whom they belong.

a. BEB—Signs connote or convey to a visible event meaning

beyond that which is normally perceived in the outward

appearance of the event.



b. Jesus graciously miraculously healed many specific individuals

in His earthly ministry, but then His words conveyed a meaning

that pointed beyond the outward appearance, making it into a

SIGN.

--For instance, blind people represented the blind state of the

Nation of Israel.

--Adulterous women really represented the adulterous Israel.

--Dead people raised up represented that Jesus was the

one who could raise the dead Nation of Israel from the dead.  



c. So too, circumcision was just an external mark in the male’s

flesh, but for Israel it SIGNIFIED because it conveyed the

meaning that Abraham and his progeny of Abraham were to be

the conduit of God’s blessings to the world.

d. In this way Abraham would not only be the literal physical father

of the Nation of Israel, but the figurative spiritual father of many

nations who believe in His God and their faith is counted for

righteousness.     



2.  Gen. 17:11:  Circumcision was to be a characterizing token, a

sign, a mark.

a. Gen. 4:15—Sign of Protection of Cain from blood revenge

—who was cursed to wander ceaselessly banished from

God’s presence—reminding Cain that God showed mercy and

out of His longsuffering kindness He let Cain live to give him

time to believe and return to Him. 

b. Gen. 9:12-15—Sign of the Rainbow, reminding GOD that He

would never destroy the earth in a flood again.



c. Ex. 8:23—Sign of the Plague of the Flies, that severed the

Israelites and the Egyptians, reminding both that the Israelites

are God’s people.

d. Ex. 12:13-14; 13:8-9—Sign of Passover/Feast of Unleavened

Bread, reminding of God’s powerful deliverance of Israel from

Egypt and judgment on all the gods of Egypt;

--This should have been a continual reminder that if they are

going to be God’s great and holy nation, He must do

everything for them. Their part is to rely and trust in the grace

resident in His I AM Jehovah LORD Name.  

e. Num. 2:2—Signs of the Tribes of Israel, reminding them of who

they are and where they belong.



3. Josh. 2:12,18—The Rahab Account is a clear example of how 

Gentiles in God’s Prophetic Program with the Nation of Israel 

participated in its two salvations—individual salvation and Israel’s 

national salvation.

a. Participation in individual salvation before God unto eternal life

always was, always is and always will be by believing God’s

Word to him or her—Jews and Gentiles—by faith without works.

--Rahab (and her family and perhaps others) heard about the

one true LORD God of Israel, it softened her heart in faith.

What hardened Pharaoh’s heart in unbelief, softened Rahab’s

heart in faith.

--She believed in God, and God instantly and eternally did

for Gentile Rahab what He had done for Gentile Abraham

—He counted her for righteousness (Josh. 2:9-11).



b. Then as one who was individually saved sinner—righteous

before God (before the spies arrived), Rahab then appealed to

the Abrahamic Covenant (showing she heard and believed 

God’s Word and its provisions for the Gentiles) by taking

advantage of an opportunity to bless Israel and receive blessing

in return for participation in Israel’s NATIONAL salvation by faith

with works unto life in the “kingdom” of Israel after the

destruction of Jericho (Josh. 2:12-19).



c. What if Rahab didn’t help the Israelites out of extreme fear or

other reason? Traditional teaching says that she must not

have been really individually saved in the first place, or she

was saved individually but lost it.

--But this is a great error! 

--While she would not have participated

in Israel’s national salvation and would have died physically in

the destruction of Jericho because that is by faith with works ...

--She would continue to participate in individual salvation unto

everlasting life because that is based solely on the Person and

Work of the Lord Jesus Christ—faith WITHOUT works.



d. In short, the sign of the scarlet thread (Josh. 2:12-19) was given

in the context of the sign of circumcision to the 2nd generation

from the Exodus (Josh. 5:2-10) and was to remind the Israelites

of their responsibility to bless the Gentiles who bless them in

accord with the Abrahamic Covenant (Josh. 6:23-25).



GIVE THANKS
GIVE THANKS WITH A GRATEFUL HEART,

GIVE THANKS TO THE HOLY ONE,
GIVE THANKS BECAUSE HE’S GIVEN JESUS CHRIST HIS SON

GIVE THANKS WITH A GRATEFUL HEART,
GIVE THANKS TO THE HOLY ONE,

GIVE THANKS BECAUSE HE’S GIVEN JESUS CHRIST HIS SON

AND NOW LET THE WEAK SAY, “I AM STRONG,”
LET THE POOR SAY, “I AM RICH,”

BECAUSE OF WHAT THE LORD HAS DONE FOR US

AND NOW LET THE WEAK SAY, “I AM STRONG,”
LET THE POOR SAY, “I AM RICH,”

BECAUSE OF WHAT THE LORD HAS DONE FOR US
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GIVE THANKS WITH A GRATEFUL HEART,

GIVE THANKS TO THE HOLY ONE,
GIVE THANKS BECAUSE HE’S GIVEN JESUS CHRIST HIS SON

GIVE THANKS WITH A GRATEFUL HEART,
GIVE THANKS TO THE HOLY ONE,

GIVE THANKS BECAUSE HE’S GIVEN JESUS CHRIST HIS SON

AND NOW LET THE WEAK SAY, “I AM STRONG,”
LET THE POOR SAY, “I AM RICH,”

BECAUSE OF WHAT THE LORD HAS DONE FOR US

AND NOW LET THE WEAK SAY, “I AM STRONG,”
LET THE POOR SAY, “I AM RICH,”
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GIVE THANKS

AND NOW LET THE WEAK SAY, “I AM STRONG,”
LET THE POOR SAY, “I AM RICH,”

BECAUSE OF WHAT THE LORD HAS DONE FOR US

AND NOW LET THE WEAK SAY, “I AM STRONG,”
LET THE POOR SAY, “I AM RICH,”

BECAUSE OF WHAT THE LORD HAS DONE FOR US

GIVE THANKS!
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