
The Fundamentals of Rightly-

dividing the Scriptures:

The Non-Pauline Scriptures Paul’s Scriptures

What program of God? God’s Prophetic Program God’s Mystery Program

What is His vehicle of service? The Nation of Israel (Is. 60) The Body of Christ (Eph. 1-3).

When was this program revealed? It was spoken about since the world 

began by His holy prophets (Lk. 1:70; 

Acts 3:21).

It was kept secret since the world 

began until revealed to and through 

the Apostle Paul (Rom. 16:25; Eph. 

3:1-10).

How were Gentiles blessed in this 

program?

With the Nation of Israel and through 

her RISE (Is. 60).

Apart from the Nation of Israel and 

through her FALL (Rom. 11; Acts 

13:47).

What salvation is revealed in full? Participation in Israel’s NATIONAL 

salvation—Faith plus works.

Participation in sinner’s INDIVIDUAL 

salvation.  Faith alone (Gen. 15:6; 

Eph. 2:4-8)

This program’s role in God’s ultimate 

purpose of bringing the whole 

universe unto His Glory in Christ 

(Eph. 1:10)?

Re-establish God’s Glory on Earth (Is. 

11).

Re-establish God’s Glory in the 

Heavenlies (Ephesians).  



The Fundamentals of Rightly-

dividing the Scriptures:

The Non-Pauline Scriptures Paul’s Scriptures

What program of God? God’s Prophetic Program with the 

Nation of Israel.

God’s Mystery Program with the Body 

of Christ.

What is aspect of the Righteousness 

of God is in the spotlight

The Righteousness of God in saving 

His friends and destroying His 

enemies.

The Righteousness of God in saving 

His ENEMIES because He has no 

friends.



God’s Mystery Program

With the Body of Christ:

INCREASING

God’s Prophetic Program

With the Nation of Israel:

DIMINISHING

THE TRANSITION PERIOD (CIRCA 35 TO 60 AD)

(Also called Acts Period)

Peter
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Israel’s Program is 
Resumed and Fulfilled

“TIME PAST”
(Ephesians 2:11-12)

“TO COME”
(Ephesians 2:13)



BLESSED ASSURANCE

1. Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God

Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood
Chorus:

This is my story, this is my song
Praising my Savior all the day long

This is my story, this is my song
Praising my Savior all the day long



BLESSED ASSURANCE

2. Perfect submission, perfect delight
Visions of rapture now burst on my sight!

Angels descending bring from above
Echoes of mercy, whispers of love

Chorus:
This is my story, this is my song

Praising my Savior all the day long
This is my story, this is my song

Praising my Savior all the day long



BLESSED ASSURANCE

3. Perfect submission, all is at rest
I in my Savior am happy and blessed
Watching and waiting, looking above

Filled with His goodness, lost in His love
Chorus:

This is my story, this is my song
Praising my Savior all the day long

This is my story, this is my song
Praising my Savior all the day long



Paul’s Sign and Seal

Circumcision: Pt. 10

Eph. 1:11; Rom. 4:11



1. In Rom. 4, Paul makes the point that external circumcision’s role 

is not the basis for how enemy sinners in either God’s Prophetic 

or Mystery Programs participate in individual salvation.

a. Rom. 4:9-12: Because circumcision was a sign of the

Covenant God made with Abraham (Gen. 17) at least14 years

AFTER we are told Abraham was saved individually by

believing in God and God counted his faith for righteousness

WITHOUT WORKS (and probably at least 20-30 years after

Abraham was saved individually) (Gen. 15:6).



b. In fact, Abraham was individually saved as a powerless,

ungodly sinner on enemy status BEFORE God--as a son of

Adam--an idol-worshipping Gentile, 

--BEFORE God gave the Law,

--BEFORE God told Abraham to offer Isaac, 

--BEFORE God gave Abraham the promised child, Isaac,

--BEFORE God gave circumcision,

--Even BEFORE God codified His promises to Abraham in the

Abrahamic Covenant itself:



c. BEFORE ALL THAT—Abraham simply believed God and God

counted his faith for righteousness—individual salvation before

God—justification by faith without works unto eternal life.

--Abraham’s individual salvation could not have been

associated with any of these things because God justified

sinner Abraham before He gave those things.

d. And this is where Israel went horribly wrong (Rom. 9:31-10:3).

--Rather than rejoicing in being saved by grace through faith

attaining unto faith righteousness--they threw it away,

--And instead tried to establish a righteousness of their own that

based on the things that came later, thinking it was those

things that gave them a right standing before God.



2. We also see this in the fact that unlike the Gentiles nations 

around them, Israel circumcised male infants when they were 8 

days old.

a. Therefore, it wasn’t associated with pagan fertility rites as it

was for the Gentiles.

b. And since it was performed on an infant, it didn’t indicate

individual faith/salvation before God.

--When parents, the community and the nation performed

external circumcision from a circumcised heart of faith,

circumcision had value, positive value.

--But when performed from and uncircumcised heart of unbelief

it had no value, in fact, negative value that operated contrary

to God and His plan.



c. When performed in faith, it was a sign that reminded Israel of

their obligation to the Gentiles for participation in Israel’s

national salvation in accord with the Abrahamic Covenant.

--FOR THE PURPOSE of being God’s own holy and great

Nation, which in turn was:

--FOR THE PURPOSE of being a blessing to the Gentiles.



3.  Refusing to start at the starting block of faith without works

—justification before God unto individual salvation—and

starting other places, meant they were automatically and

instantaneously disqualified from participating in Israel’s

national salvation (Mat. 3).

a. Circumcision only had value as an external work that brought

them into a fuller participation in Israel’s national salvation if it

came from hearts of faith (a circumcised heart—Deut. 10:12,

16 cp. 30:6, which Paul confirms in Rom. 2:28-29). 

b. Otherwise, while they could call themselves the Circumcision

all they wanted (Eph. 2:11), but God called them the

Uncircumcision (Rom. 2:25-29). 

c. They made circumcision an idol and worshipped in its “temple”,

availing nothing before the one true God. 



4. In the light of these TWO circumcisions, Paul explains the FULL 

purpose of circumcision (Rom. 4:9-12).

a. It was an external SIGN (circumcision of the flesh; physical

circumcision) that pointed to the Abrahamic Covenant

whereby the Gentiles would be blessed through Abraham’s

multiplied seed, the Nation of Israel.

--God reiterated the Abrahamic Covenant to Abraham after the

rejection of Ishmael and just before the God-given birth of

Isaac (Gen. 17).

--But this comes second (Gen. 15:6; 17:11; Deut. 10:16; Josh.

5)



b. But it was FIRST AND FOREMOST an internal SEAL (circumcision

of the heart, spiritual circumcision) whereby God secured and put

His stamp of approval on justification by faith without works

through the singular seed of Abraham, the Lord Jesus Christ,

as revealed in Pauline Grace Mystery Truth (Gal. 3:16). 

--For Abraham believed God and God counted his faith for

righteousness without works, and when He did that, He also

counted his faith for circumcision of the heart IN LIEU of the

future fulfillment of the New Covenant.

--All this was before the giving of the Law, before the

giving circumcision, and even before the giving of the

Abrahamic Covenant.  



6.  While the promise of divine circumcision of the heart for Israel

will not be fulfilled until the New Covenant is fulfilled in Israel’s

earthly Kingdom, saints prior to that had foretastes of it:

a. OT saints had a foretaste through faith (1 Sam. 13:14).

b. Pentecost and Tribulation saints had and will have a greater

foretaste through faith and the Spirit (Acts 2:37).

c. Kingdom saints will receive this through the full implementation

of the New Cov. in the Kingdom (Jer. 31:31-33; Ezek. 26:26-28).

5.  Just as God counted Abraham’s faith for righteousness, so too

He counted Abraham’s faith for inner circumcision of the

heart(Gen. 15:6).

--It was decades after that that God gave Abraham external

circumcision in the flesh (Gen. 17).



Blessed Redeemer

Up Calvary’s mountain, one dreadful morn, 
Walked Christ my Savior, weary and worn;

Facing for sinners death on the cross,
That He might save them from endless loss.

Blessed Redeemer, precious Redeemer!
Seems now I see Him on Calvary’s tree

Wounded and bleeding, for sinners pleading
Blind and unheeding – dying for me!



Blessed Redeemer

“Father forgive them!” thus he did pray, 
E’en while His life–blood flowed fast away;

Praying for sinners while in such woe –
No one but Jesus ever loved so.

Blessed Redeemer, precious Redeemer!
Seems now I see Him on Calvary’s tree

Wounded and bleeding, for sinners pleading
Blind and unheeding – dying for me!



Blessed Redeemer

O how I love Him, Savior and Friend!
How can my praises ever find end!

Thru years un-numbered on heaven’s shore,
My tongue shall praise Him forever more.

Blessed Redeemer, precious Redeemer!
Seems now I see Him on Calvary’s tree

Wounded and bleeding, for sinners pleading
Blind and unheeding – dying for me!
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