
God’s Mystery Program

With the Body of Christ:

INCREASING

God’s Prophetic Program

With the Nation of Israel:

DIMINISHING

THE TRANSITION PERIOD (CIRCA 35 TO 60 AD)

(Also called Acts Period)
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PRAISE HIM! PRAISE HIM!
Praise Him! Praise Him! 

Jesus our blessed Redeemer
Sing, O Earth His wonderful love proclaim

Hail Him! Hail Him! highest archangels in glory
Strength and honor give to His holy name

Like a shepherd, Jesus will guard His children
In His arms He carries them all day long

Chorus:
Praise Him! Praise Him! 

tell of His excellent greatness
Praise Him! Praise Him! ever in joyful song!



PRAISE HIM! PRAISE HIM!

Praise Him! Praise Him! 
Jesus our blessed Redeemer

For our sins He suffered and bled and died
He our Rock, our hope of eternal salvation

Hail Him! Hail Him! Jesus the crucified
Sound His praises, Jesus who bore our sorrows
Love unbounded, wonderful, deep and strong

Chorus:
Praise Him! Praise Him! 

tell of His excellent greatness
Praise Him! Praise Him! ever in joyful song!



PRAISE HIM! PRAISE HIM!
Praise Him! Praise Him! 

Jesus our blessed Redeemer
Heav’nly portals loud with hosannas ring
Jesus, Savior, reigneth forever and ever

Crown Him! Crown Him! Prophet and priest and King
Christ is coming, over the world victorious

Pow’r and glory unto the Lord belong

Chorus:
Praise Him! Praise Him! 

tell of His excellent greatness
Praise Him! Praise Him! ever in joyful song!



Israel’s Program is 
Resumed and Fulfilled

“TIME PAST”
(Ephesians 2:11-12)

“TO COME”
(Ephesians 2:13)



Unity and Peace

Eph. 2:15b-22



1. We have been looking at what God tore down.

a. Satan thought he could nullify God’s Prophetic Program to

restore His glory on earth by getting Israel to take the things

God gave to her that were designed to provide blessings to

the Gentiles—Circumcision, the Law, the religious system

—and turn them into idols that did the very opposite of what

God intended for them to do.

b. But God took Satan in his own craftiness and nullified his

attempt to nullify His Prophetic Program by just taking it down,

cleaning it up and putting it in storage for future use.

--Paul reveals that God didn’t give up on His Prophetic

Program with Israel. He just postponed it while He carries out

a even greater display of His Glory (Eph. 2:13).



2. Eph. 2-3 progression:

a. 2:1-10—PLACED IN Christ as saints ...

b. 2:11-22—Whom God PLACED INTO the Body of Christ ...

c. 3:1-10—Which God PLACED IN His Mystery Program to

restore His glory in the heavenly realm.



3. Paul makes known this greater display of God’s glory through 

the Revelation of the Mystery with the Body of Christ to restore 

His glory in the Heavenlies. To accomplish this:

a. God created a new group of redeemed humanity called the

Body of Christ,  made up of Jews and Gentiles reconciled not

only to God but to each other whereby they are given access

to God the Father not indirectly through Israel, but directly

through God the Son and God the Holy Spirit (Eph. 2:16-19).



b. The Body of Christ is built on the foundation of the Apostle

Paul and his coworkers--Pauline apostles and prophets (Eph.

4:11-12)—centered on His Son in accord with the preaching

of Jesus Christ according to the Revelation of the Mystery,

which was kept secret since the world began (Eph. 2:20;

Rom. 16:25; 1 Cor. 2-3).

--Paul occupied the unique and sole permanent OFFICE of

Apostleship and Prophet for the Body of Christ, God’s

spokesman for today, received from the Risen LJC in

Glory.



--His co-workers were temporary GIFTS of apostles and

prophets for the Body of Christ (Eph. 4:11-12)

—supernaturally endowed with spiritual in-depth

understanding of Paul’s revelation of the Mystery before it

had been distributed throughout the world. Once

that happened these gifts of apostles and prophets were no

longer needed and ceased (Col. 1). 

--These gifts of apostles and prophets were not the ones

given in His earthly ministry in God’s Prophetic Program

with the Nation of Israel (Peter and 12 and others) but

the ones given after He ascended in His Mystery Program

with the Body of Christ (Eph. 4:8, 11). 



c. Whereby the Body of Christ built together, growing unto a

holy temple of the LORD, the habitation of God through the

Spirit (Eph. 2:21-22)    

4. God’s plan for the Body of Christ comes from the Revelation of 

His Mystery Program, which was kept secret since before 

anything was created.

a. God made it known DIRECTLY to the Apostle Paul through a

one-on-one revelation from the Risen Lord Jesus Christ. 

b. Everyone else learns of it INDIRECTLY by reading Paul’s

Scriptures (PGMT) through the revealing and teaching ministry

of Holy Spirit (Eph. 3:1-10).



5. One of the key terms in this passage is PEACE and with it its 

associated RECONCILIATION, indicating a removal of enemy 

status before God and each other, esp. Jews and Gentiles.

a. Through His crosswork, He is our PEACE (Eph. 2:14).

b. God tore down the corrupted Prophetic Program that Israel had

turned into an idol and that inserted enmity between

unbelieving Jews and Gentiles, and made PEACE,

RECONCILING both in one body, the Body of Christ, through

the Cross in accord with His Mystery Program (2:15-16; 3:1

-10). 

c. This happened through the distinct apostleship of Paul and the

preaching of PGMT with its core message of

RECONCILIATION/PEACE (2:17; 2 Cor. 5:17-21). 



6. On the one hand, Christ’s death brought PEACE because it 

terminated Israel’s wayward 1500 year experience of being in a 

Law according to the flesh that dihonored and blasphemed 

God’s Name among the Gentiles and introduced enmity/hostility 

between Jew and Gentile (Rom. 2:23-24).

a. God allowed Israel to rebelliously enter the Law according to

the flesh to prove to the world that if God’s own nation can’t

approach Him on the basis of the Law ...

b. The point being: NO ONE ELSE WITH LESS CAN EITHER

(Rom. 3:19-20).



c. After that they had a foretaste of New Covenant blessing now

not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit at

Pentecost in the past and in the Tribulation Period in the future.

--And it will be fulfilled completely in the Kingdom.



ROCK OF AGES

Rock of Ages, cleft for me
Let me hide myself in Thee
Let the water and the blood

From Thy wounded side which flowed
Be of sin the double cure

Save from wrath and make me pure



ROCK OF AGES

Could my tears forever flow
Could my zeal no languor know
These for sin could not atone

Thou must save and Thou alone
In my hand no price I bring
Simply to Thy cross I cling



ROCK OF AGES

While I draw this fleeting breath
When my eyes shall close in death

When I rise to worlds unknown
And behold Thee on Thy throne

Rock of Ages, cleft for me
Let me hide myself in Thee
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