
Paul and Circumcision Pt. 9

Steve Walker explains the biblical doctrine of circumcision, explaining its function as a sign 

within God's prophetic program for Israel versus its role in today's mystery program for the 
body of Christ.

Key themes discussed so far (0:00 - 4:20):

 The Function of a Sign: Walker emphasizes that circumcision was meant to be a "sign" 
(semeion) or a pointer. Israel's failure was treating the sign as an idol and stopping 
there, rather than proceeding to what it signified—God’s miraculous provision and their
role as a conduit of blessing to the Gentiles (4:36-5:06).

 The Purpose of Circumcision: It was intended to remind Israel that their existence and 
ability to bless the world come entirely from God, not through the power of their own 
flesh (15:07-18:20).

 Prophetic vs. Mystery Program:

 Prophetic Program: Gentiles were blessed indirectly by aligning with Israel and 
honoring the Abrahamic covenant (33:36-56:36). Examples like 
the Centurion (43:53) and the Syrophoenician woman (48:33) demonstrate how 
faith in the God of Israel allowed Gentiles to receive blessings.

 Mystery Program: Today, in the age of the body of Christ, Gentiles have direct 
access to God apart from Israel (57:13-58:43).

 Failure of the Flesh: The Mosaic Law was an experiment designed to prove that no one 
can approach God based on the power of the flesh; instead, true salvation is found 
through faith (23:02-24:01).

Coming up later in the video:

 Walker introduces Romans 4, where the Apostle Paul establishes that Abraham was 
justified by faith long before he was circumcised, setting the principle of individual 
salvation through grace apart from works (1:01:13-1:04:18).

-- --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  
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