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The Fundamentals of Rightly-
dividing the Scriptures:

The Non-Pauline Scriptures

Paul’s Scriptures

What program of God?

What is His vehicle of service?

When was this program revealed?

How were Gentiles blessed in this
program?

What salvation is revealed in full?

This program’s role in God'’s ultimate
purpose of bringing the whole
universe unto His Glory in Christ
(Eph. 1:10)?

God’s Prophetic Program

The Nation of Israel (Is. 60)

It was spoken about since the world
began by His holy prophets (Lk. 1:7;
Acts 3:21).

With the Nation of Israel and through
her RISE (Is. 60).

Participation in Israel’s NATIONAL
salvation—Faith plus works.

Re-establish God’s Glory on Earth (Is.

11).

God’s Mystery Program

The Body of Christ (Eph. 1-3).

It was kept secret since the world
began until revealed to and through
the Apostle Paul (Rom. 16:25; Eph.
3:1-10).

Apart from the Nation of Israel and
through her FALL (Rom. 11; Acts
13:47).

Participation in sinner’s INDIVIDUAL

salvation. Faith alone (Gen. 15:6;
Eph. 2:4-8)

Re-establish God’s Glory in the
Heavenlies (Ephesians).



Israel’s 2 Salvations and James
Dead Faith?
James 2:17



1.

The Faith System of God’s Prophetic Program with the Nation of
Israel to restore His glory on earth by fulfilling Israel’s long-
prophesied HOPE of participating in Israel’s NATIONAL
salvation--her restoration, raising up and glorification--the
dispenser of God’s blessings to the world.

a. And every Israelite’s, esp. every believing Israelite’'s, HOPE is
to participate in that through an abounding entrance into God’s
Kingdom of Heaven that will be established on Earth and
given to the Nation of Israel (Acts 1:6).

b. Participation in Israel’s national salvation only applies to
believers—those who have been justified before God as
ENEMY SINNERS by faith without works—individual salvation.



c. Those saved individual can then participate in Israel’s national
salvation by being justified (declared right) by Christ at His 2"
Coming as RIGHTEOUS FRIENDS by faith with works

—ministering to the brethren and, thereby, Christ.

--Operating according to the wisdom of God the Father (not
the wisdom of the world) and empowered by God the Holy
Spirit (not rebelling against Him and rejecting the engrafted
word) while looking for the 2" Coming of God the Son—the
Lord Jesus Christ—not looking to maintain worldly riches-
-James 1:5, 21; 4:5; 5:7-9).

d. Classic example: Mat. 3:1-12.



2. So then, if the end goal (hope) of Israel’s Faith System in God’s
Prophetic Program is to be justified before Christ at His 2"
Coming for participation in Israel’s national salvation and

receiving an abounding entrance into the kingdom by faith with
works:

--James asks the pivotal question: What does it benefit for
someone reaching that end goal of their faith:



a. If instead of using all the good gifts God provides you with to
endure faithfully through the Tribulation Period, supporting and
ministering to the brethren and through them Christ:

--Do you think you will gain you a right declaration before
Christ when He returns and will be profited with a warm
welcome and abounding entrance into the Kingdom if you
rejected those gifts and didn’'t make use of them (James
1:17, 21; 4.5, etc.)? Of course NOT!

--What does it benefit a believer in Christ in a program where
the ultimate goal of his hope is being declared right before
Christ at His 2" Coming for entrance into the Kingdom if you
don’t minister to the brethren and through them Christ in their

time of need?



b. And, if God has NOT chosen the rich in the world who are poor
In faith, but those who are rich in faith and faithfulness and,
therefore, poor in the things of the world, to inherit the
Kingdom:

--Do you think you will gain a declaration of rightness before
Christ when He returns and will be profited with a warm
welcome and abounding entrance into the Kingdom if you
deserted the believing poor while trying to maintain your

riches of the world while being poor in faith and faithfulness
(James 2:5)? Of course NOT!



c. And if the King is going to judge according to the Royal (King's)
Law whereby breaking one command breaks them all:

--Do you think you will gain a right declaration before the KING
when He returns and be profited with a warm welcome and
abounding entrance into the Kingdom if you have broken His
Royal at its most fundamental summary command: Love thy
neighbor—ESPECIALLY THE BRETHREN—as thyself and
not shown mercy (James 2:1-13)?



d. And if Christ will judge at His 2"¥ Coming—the Son of Man in
Glory and Power—based on the principle that those who
ministered to the least of His people—the poor and powerless
by the world’s standards while being rich in faith and
faithfulness given authority as the children of God in God’s
eyes (James 2:15-16; Mat. 25:31-39; Jn. 1:12).

--Do you think you will gain a right declaration before Christ the
JUDGE will when He returns and be profited with a warm
welcome and abounding entrance into the Kingdom if you
have despised Christ's people, rejecting, deserting and
depriving them of your support— THEREBY DESPISING,
DESERTING, DEPRIVING CHRIST (James 1:1-2:13)?




3. Building on James 2:1-13, James is saying in v. 14-16:

a. The poor are poor because they faithfully sold all they had to
support the Believing Remnant as they go through this great
time of persecution, trials and tribulations.

b. The rich are rich because they hadn’t yet faithfully done that
—perhaps up to this point the believing remnant hasn't
needed great help—Dbut they will (Acts 5).

c. In the light of increasing persecution and increasing
impoverishment of the Believing Remnant, it is not too late.

--James admonished the rich THAT NOW WAS THE TIME
FOR THEM TO BE FAITHFUL and use their riches to
support and provide for the brethren.



4. James 2:17—If they didn't, their faith without works would be
dead, being alone.

a. Even so--In this manner—in this way—what benefit is their of
your faith without works if your end goal hope is participating in
Israel’s national salvation with an abounding entrance into the
Kingdom?

b. The issue here isn't how an enemy sinner gets declared right
before God and granted everlasting live—individual salvation.

--but how a righteous friend gets declared right before Christ at
His 2"d Coming for entering God’s/Israel’s everlasting
Kingdom to live their everlasting life out there (Acts 1:6)
—Israel’s national salvation.



5. The Faith System in God’s Prophetic Program with Israel
culminates in the ultimate goal of participating in Israel’s national
salvation through which God will establish His Kingdom on earth.

a. Faith without works won’t lead to that goal for faith without
works is dead.

b. This doesn’t mean faith doesn’t exist or never existed or
ceased to exist.

c. It means faith is separated from its intended purpose; it is not
reaching or fulfilling its intended goal, which in James’ context
is an abounding entrance into Israel’s Kingdom at Christ’s 2"
Coming based on works that come from faith.



c. James gives the example of physical death, which is
separation of the body from the soul/spirit (James 2:26). The
body is dead not because it ceased to exist or never existed

in the first place, but because it exists but is not fulfilling its
intended purpose of bodily life.

--If God has given you all that you need to reach the goal of

your faith, and you don’t make use of it—Your faith won't
reach its end goal—its dead!



d. Classic example: Paul says in Rom. 4:19 that Abraham and
Sarah’s bodies were dead. But they were walking around
doing things. Their bodies hadn’t ceased to exist let alone had
never existed in the first place! Rather, their bodies were dead
reproductively—their reproductive system could not reach its
iIntended goal/purpose of producing a child.



--S0 too, James is saying faith is dead, because that faith
(which really exists!) isn’t reaching its intended purpose of
producing works that lead to an abounding entrance into the
kingdom at Christ’s 2"d Coming—it can’t save from the
coming wrath or unto an abounding entrance into the
kKingdom.

--Or as John the Baptist said in the context of the Gospel of the
Kingdom: Fruit meet for repentance to escape the coming
wrath and enter the Nation of Israel’s long-prophesied
Kingdom of God on earth (Mat. 3:2, 7-8).
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