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The Fundamentals of Rightly-

dividing the Scriptures:

The Non-Pauline Scriptures Paul’s Scriptures

What program of God? God’s Prophetic Program God’s Mystery Program

What is His vehicle of service? The Nation of Israel (Is. 60) The Body of Christ (Eph. 1-3).

When was this program revealed? It was spoken about since the world 

began by His holy prophets (Lk. 1:7; 

Acts 3:21).

It was kept secret since the world 

began until revealed to and through 

the Apostle Paul (Rom. 16:25; Eph. 

3:1-10).

How were Gentiles blessed in this 

program?

With the Nation of Israel and through 

her RISE (Is. 60).

Apart from the Nation of Israel and 

through her FALL (Rom. 11; Acts 

13:47).

What salvation is revealed in full? Participation in Israel’s NATIONAL 

salvation—Faith plus works.

Participation in sinner’s INDIVIDUAL 

salvation.  Faith alone (Gen. 15:6; 

Eph. 2:4-8)

This program’s role in God’s ultimate 

purpose of bringing the whole 

universe unto His Glory in Christ 

(Eph. 1:10)?

Re-establish God’s Glory on Earth (Is. 

11).

Re-establish God’s Glory in the 

Heavenlies (Ephesians).  



3.  A overall structure:

I. Jn. 8:12: I AM the Light of the World (predicate)

II. Jn. 8:13-29: Who Jesus is—through a barrage of I AM sayings

—His personal, intimate, ongoing relationship with His Father.

III. Jn. 8:30-32:  What this means for those who believe.

III’ Jn. 8:33-36—What this means for those who do not believe.

II’ Jn. 8:37-56: Who they are—through a barrage of fatherships

—their personal, intimate, ongoing relationship with their father

—not God, not Abraham, but Satan.

I’.  Jn. 8:58:  Before Abraham was, I AM!  



Israel’s 2 Salvations and James

Abraham (Pt. 2)

James 2:21-26



1. Shortest ever summary of the context of James 2:14-26 possible:

a. It has to do with God’s Prophetic Program with the Nation of

Israel to restore His Glory in the earthly realm.

b. The time of application is when the Believing Remnant of Israel

will be under extreme persecution, especially in the Tribulation

Period. 

c. Whereas Peter encourages faithful believers, James is warning

unfaithful believers that their goal of participating in Israel’s

national salvation by an abounding entrance into the Kingdom

will not be reached.



d. He warns them:  Do they think that by doing things that Christ

will condemn unbelieving unrighteous people for doing that

Christ will approve of their doing the same things?

e. Or, do they think that by not doing what even devils do—show

their faith is alive by doing works of trembling while looking

ahead to the coming judgment of Christ—that they will be

cleared—declared right—justified—by Christ at His 2nd Coming

for not even having faith that is as responsive and alive as that

of the devils?



Participation in 

Individual Salvation

Participation in Israel’s 

National Salvation

Faithful Angels: NOT APPLICABLE YES

Unfaithful Angels/Devils: NOT APPLICABLE NO

Faithful Saints/Righteous in 

God’s Prophetic Program:

YES YES

Unfaithful Saints/Righteous 

in God’s Prophetic 

Program:

YES AT VARIOUS DEGREES BASED ON 

LEVEL OF UNFAITHFULNESS/LESS 

THAN ABOUNDING ENTRANCE

Unbelievers/Unrighteous: NO NO

All Saints/Righteous in 

God’s Mystery Program:

YES NOT APPLICABLE

Angels in God’s Mystery 

Program

NOT APPLICABLE—WE WILL 

TEACH AND JUDGE THE 

ANGELS



2.  Learn and Live: The same response of trembling in fear of

judgment experienced by believing disobedient “angels” as they

anticipate the time of judgment at Christ’s 2nd Coming, should

be the same response experienced by believing but disobedient

humans!

a. This also proves that James CANNOT be referring to the

faith that results in individual salvation in this passage

because that is not something the fallen angels are

offered.

b. But angels do participate in Israel’s national salvation.

--They will minister to Israel and the friendly Gentile nations that

make up the Kingdom (Heb. 1:14; Lk. 1:19; Dan. 10:13, 21;

12:1; Mat. 4:1-11).



3. James 2:21-24:  And what about Abraham?  He is the entrance 

ramp to the highway of God’s Prophetic Program with the Nation 

of Israel, and he was placed there as one who believed God and 

God counted his faith for righteousness (justification before God) 

WITHOUT WORKS—separated from works of the sinner but 

connected by God to work/s of Christ—WHICH PAUL EXPLAINS 

IN FULL.

a. He was made the very father of faith for those who believe with

regard to individual salvation (Rom. 4:16).

b. Certainly he would be one who said he had faith (James 

2:14—justified before God and His Tribunal unto everlasting

life, forgiven all personal sins—some 40 years before.



c. But, having that faith (40 years before), he brought his faith

(of residing in the New Jerusalem in the Kingdom—Heb. 11:10)

to its ultimate end goal (his faith was alive, complete) by

showing that faith with works that profited Christ, all believing

Israel after himself thereby gaining an abounding entrance into

the everlasting Kingdom where he will live out, inherit, his

everlasting life—justified before Christ at His 2nd Coming by faith

WITH WORKS. 



4. This again proves that James CANNOT be talking about 

individual salvation before God because we are explicitly 

told that Abraham had that some 40 years before (Gen. 15:6)!

a. In other words, it is faith WITHOUT works that brings ENEMY

SINNERS into a right relationship with God—individual

salvation before God, granted everlasting life. 

--For individual salvation: Abraham’s  faith was disconnected

from his own works, but it wasn’t alone or dead and alive and

eternally secure because it was connected to Christ and His

work/s.

--This applies to all dispensations, times, ages, etc.



b. But for Israel’s national salvation: Faith is not alone and made

alive--reaching its intended goal--WITH (connected to

one’s own) works that gains for RIGHTEOUS FRIENDS like

Abraham approval/right standing before Christ at His 2nd

Coming for an abounding entrance into the everlasting

kingdom where they will live out, inherit, their everlasting

life, thereby fulfilling every believing Israelite’s true hope

in God’s Prophetic Program.  



5. Abraham pictured the “work/s” that God the Father and God the 

Son on Mt. Calvary some 2,000 years later.:

a. Abraham’s faith, being alive and active and rich, led him to be

willing to give up EVERYTHING, even his own unique son of

promise, Isaac, in obedience to God:

--Just as God the Father did with His unique Son, the Lord

Jesus Christ, when He offered Him up on Mt. Calvary.

--And Christ in turn was willing to give up EVERTHING, even

His own life in love and service to the brethren, dying for

believing Israel (Jn. 15:13)! 

b. Don’t you think that that will gain for Abraham a warm

welcome and abounding entrance in the Kingdom when Christ

returns to fulfill His Prophetic Program through Believing

Israel—approved, declared right, justified before Him?



6.  Therefore, James 2:22-24 states:

a. Abraham believed God and God imputed/counted it unto him

for righteousness WITHOUT (his) WORKS—a participant in

individual spiritual salvation--justified before God unto eternal

life.

--But his faith was not alone and dead but alive because it

was connected to Christ and His work/s for sinners.



b. Then 40 years later Abraham was faithful—Faith WITH

WORKS—a participant in Israel’s national salvation for

justification before Christ at His 2nd Coming by picturing what

God the Father and God the Son will do on Mt. Calvary 2,000

years later to procure Israel’s national salvation.

--His faith was alive with regard to Israel’s national salvation

because it was not alone but connected to works God

produced in and through him.



c. James 2:18-19--When his faith was connected to its ultimate

end goal of abounding entrance in the city of heaven on earth in

the kingdom (Heb. 11:10)—the New Jerusalem—by showing

his faith was alive by connecting it to his works that profited

Christ, Israel and himself with an abounding entrance into the

Kingdom (James 2:18-19);



7.  Abraham (Gen. 22):

a. Like James’ audience, Abraham would lose everything in

obedience to God—Isaac was the key to all the promises God

gave to Abraham.  

--For without Isaac, there would be no great Nation of Israel.   

b. James’ point is that if Abraham was willing to give up everything

in obedience unto God, the rich among them could

give up everything—even their own lives--in support of God’s

impoverished poor people. 
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