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Israel’s 2 Salvations

Error of Rewards Theology
James 2:21-26



1. After studying Israel’s two salvations, one might ask if participation
in Israel’s national salvation as believers watch for Christ’'s 2nd
Coming and Judgment for entrance into the earthly Kingdom, isn't
the same or comparable to what happens to believers in the Body
of Christ, who watch for Christ's Coming at the Rapture and the
Judgment/Bema Seat for entrance into the Heavenlies?

a. The upfront answer is NO!

b. Thinking they do has resulted in the very destructive teachings
of Rewards Theology, which has unfortunately also been
brought into some segments of the Grace Movement.



2. Shouldn’t we:
a. Look for Christ's Coming with anticipation?
b. Shouldn’t we long to be with Christ forevermore in Heaven?

c. Shouldn’t we anticipate in hope when we will have our new
—incorruptible and immortal--resurrection bodies serving the
Lord without hindrance?

d. Shouldn’t we desire to be found faithful and approved of God?

Of course, the answer to all these questions and others like
them is a resounding: YES!



3. But when we view Christ's Coming for us as the time | finally get
what | deserve; when | am finally paid of wages for what
(I think) | did; when | finally earn a status that puts me
above others; when we metaphorically envision living in a heavenly
mansion on the hilltop while others live under the heavenly railroad
tracks in cardboard shacks; when we do things motivated not by
selfless love but by gaining for ourselves rewards in the future;
when we think we will be made rulers, lording it over others;

--The Christian walk self-destructs and its joy dissipated.

--This is Rewards Theology—classic example for me—Grace
Movement Bible conference decades ago.



4. In short, when our view of heaven looks remarkably like the
current fallen sinful earth ruled by selfish pride,

a. We have taken the spiritual virtue of hope in Christ and turned it
into a fleshly vice of covetousness in ourselves—which, God and
Paul say, is idolatry (Col. 3:5).

b. We have fallen in the snare of the false teachings of Rewards
Theology



. What happens in God’s Prophetic Program at Christ’s 2"d Coming
in Judgment for entrance into the earthly Kingdom is not a picture
of what happens in God’'s Mystery Program at Christ's Coming for
us at the Rapture and the Judgment/Bema Seat for entrance
heavenly Kingdom.

--Let’s look at why.

. First to note is that Israel’s national salvation has to do with the
salvation of a NATION on earth.

--The Body of Christ is not a nation on earth but the spiritual Body
of Christ in the heavenlies,

--AND IT DOESN'T NEED SAVING.



/. Israel’s national salvation is based on the Mosaic Law System
designed to rule nations in the earthly Kingdom.

a. While nations are run by legal/law systems, families and personal
relationships (God’s or men’s) are not.

b. In individual salvation, believers are the children of God,
personally related to Him and brought into His family as adult
children who recognize all the glory and honor belong to the
Father (Abba Father!)—the Source of all wisdom and blessings.

--We are regulated by God’s Pauline Grace System.

c. In fact, members of the Body of Christ are ABSOLUTELY,
CATEGORICALLY, DIFINITIVELY UNDER THE THREAT OF A
CURSE, forbidden approaching God on the basis of the works of
the Law (Rom3-4; Gal. 1-3).



8. Grace and Law systems are antithetical in thinking process.

a. In a Law System, one does things to gain a blessing/reward or
to escape a curse/punishment.

b. In a Grace System one does things out of gratitude to God, who
has already given us ALL the blessings/rewards He has to
give in Christ and has already removed all curse/punishment.

--Isn’t that enough? (Phil. 3:7-9)



9. Grace and Law systems are antithetical in motivation.

a. In a Grace System we are told to NOT look at ourselves but to
look at Christ as revealed in PGMT where the Holy Spirit
overflows our hearts with the Love of God at the Cross of Christ,
motivating and empowering us to serve God by serving others
selflessly—NOT being considering out own gain but the gain of
others unto their edification.

--Love others MORE than ourselves—only possible through the
supernatural power of God. Faith working by Love.

b. In a Law System, however, we are told the exact opposite—Ilook
ourselves, considering our own things to gain blessing/reward
for ourselves or escape punishment.

--Love others EQUAL to ourselves—possible through the natural
power of the flesh.



10.What happens to Nation of Israel entering the earthly kingdom is
different from the Body of Christ entering the heavenly kingdom.

a. At Christ’s 2" Coming those who enter the Millennial earthly

kingdom will still be in fallen bodies where sin and death
continue to reside.

b. At the Judgment Seat everything that is against us—all sin and
death—is eternally removed—ALL believers are given redeemed

incorruptible and immortal bodies like unto Christ’s glorious
body.

--And the whole Body of Christ—EVERY SINGLE INDIVIDUAL—
will finally be boasting in the Triune God (not in themselves)

with one mind and one mouth without hindrance of any kind as
the perfect displayers of His Glory.



11.While differing in all these major differences, there is one significant
similarity. In both programs rewards in relation to God are always in
the context of trials and tribulations/suffering and persecution saints
experience (Mat. 3-6; 1 Cor. 1-3; 2 Cor. 1-5).

a. Faithful believers in both programs have major reward of
experiential knowledge and spiritual understanding of what it
means to serve God in the midst of suffering trials and

tribulations.

--As participants in the glory of God, tribulations produce
patience (rather than panic), which produce time to
experience God working in and through them, which produce
more hope (rather than despair), which NEVER results in
shame (rejected) at any judgment (Rom. 5:1-5; James 1:3).



b. The faithful gain the reward of increasing—experiential knowledge
and spiritual understanding of serving God in difficult times
among God’s enemies in a realm under the rule of sin and death.

--This prepares them to be well suited to be teachers and
leaders in both the eternal heavenly Kingdom and the earthly
Millennial Kingdom, during times of peace when righteousness
and life reign.

--Who better to remind saints in heaven of the glory they have
serving God on friendly territory under perfect conditions than
those who served Him on enemy territory under adverse
conditions!?

c. But that does not lead to boasting or the expectation of personal
honor because it wasn't really them doing it but God doing it in
and through them.



d. While unfaithful believers will FULLY experience the life of Christ
for all eternity, serving Him in the heavenlies in realm at peace
with God that is under the rule of righteousness and life,

--They will appreciate their heavenly ministry more when they
learn from faithful believers what it was like to serve God
under adverse conditions on earth, which they missed out on
that and lost this opportunity, magnifying God'’s Glory.

e. Serving God on enemy territory is a once in a lifetime—no once
in an eternity--opportunity to experience the power of Christ
living in and through them.

--This present life is an opportunity that will never occur again.



12.50, while every believer—faithful and unfaithful--will be fully
rewarded with full and complete participation in the life of Christ on
the other side of the Judgment Seat in a realm at peace and
without sin and death,

--Faithful believers will impart their reward of experiential
knowledge and spiritual understanding of the life of Christ
working in and through them in a realm at war with God that
suffered under sin and death.

--The reward isn’'t something they can for themselves (Rewards
Theology).

--The reward is something they give to others (Grace)



13.This understanding turns the world’s wisdom upside down (1 Cor.
1).

a. Will the unfaithful TV evangelist (assuming he is a true believer)
who follows the ways of the world and has an audience of
millions, with 100s of converts a day while indulging in all
manner of capitalist trappings and sins receive more or greater
rewards in heaven than the faithful missionary who gave his
whole life ministering to a tribe in New Guinea with few if any
converts?

b. No. On the other side of the Judgment Seat, the believer who
before was the unfaithful TV evangelist will gladly listen as the
believer who before was the faithful missionary explains what it
was like to serve God under adverse conditions with little or no
measurable “success” (by the world’s standards).



14. In summary: Thise false teaching is destructive because it:

d.

Tells us to take our eyes of Christ and His Cross and place them
instead on ourselves and our own works, which is a sure way of
instantly derailing the Christian walk and removing joy.

. Replaces selfless (agape) Love with selfish interest of pride.

--The irony is that the moment you do something to gain a
reward/blessing (or escape a punishment) is the moment you
contaminate the work and throw away the reward because it is
apart from the Love of God at the Cross of Christ as revealed
in PGMT, making it unacceptable to God.

. It is based on legalism that thinks it can put God in its debt

rather than grace whereby God gives all He has to those who
believe as a free gift in Christ.

. Appeals to the flesh not to the S/spirit.



15.THE ONLY SAFETY FROM FALLING INTO THE TRAP OF THE
FALSE TEACHING OF REWARDS THEOLOGY IS TO
CONTINUALLY—ALWAY AND ALWAYS—KEEP OUR EYES ON
CHRIST AND HIS CROSS AS REVEALED IN PGMT—AND

NEVER, EVER, EVER LOOK AT OUR CIRCUMSTANCES,
OTHERS OR MOST OF ALL OURSELVES.

--In PGMT, we access the LOVE OF GOD AT THE CROSS OF
CHRIST through the indwelling Holy Spirit, who overflows our
hearts with that Love, motivating and empowering us to serve
God by serving others selfless in the midst of suffering NOT
CONSIDERING OUR OWN THINGS BUT CONSIDERING ONLY
THE THINGS OF OTHERS UNTO THEIR EDIFICATION.



1. What about Abraham’s faith:

a. James 2:23a: First Abraham participated in individual
salvation—justified as an ENEMY SINNER before God by faith

without (his own) works (but connected to Christ’'s works by
God), forgiven all personal sins.

b. James 2:23b: Then (James’ example—some 40-50 years later!),
believing Abraham participated in Israel’s national salvation
—ijustified as a RIGHTEOUS FRIEND before Christ at His 2"
Coming with (his own) works for an abounding entrance into
Israel’s Kingdom of God on earth, forgiven their association with
Israel’s national debt of sins.

--In this way Abraham'’s faith was alive, benefiting Christ, His

people and himself thereby reaching the end goal of his faith in
God'’s Prophetic Program.



2. Abraham pictured the “work/s” that God the Father and God the
Son on Mt. Calvary some 2,000 years later.:

a. Abraham'’s faith, being alive and active and rich, led him to be
willing to give up EVERYTHING, even his own unique son of
promise, Isaac, in obedience to God:

--Just as God the Father did with His unique Son, the Lord
Jesus Christ, when He offered Him up on Mt. Calvary.

--And Christ in turn was willing to give up EVERTHING, even
His own life in love and service to the brethren, dying for
believing Israel (Jn. 15:13)!

b. Don’t you think that that will gain for Abraham a warm
welcome and abounding entrance in the Kingdom when Christ
returns to fulfill His Prophetic Program through Believing
Israel—approved, declared right, justified before Him?



3. James’ point is that:

d.

If Abraham’s faith was willing to obey God at the risk of losing
everything by being a picture of what God the Father and God
the Son would do on Mt. Calvary some 2,000 years later;

. And God the Father was willing to give up everything, even His

own Son;
And God the Son was willing to give up everything, even His
own life, for the benefit of His people, believing Israel;

. Shouldn’t James’ audience, be willing to obey God even if it

meant losing everything for the benefit of Christ and His people,
the brethren, gaining for themselves an abounding entrance
into the Kingdom (Mat. 19:29-30)?



4. James finishes with the example of Rahab.

a. Joshua 2:9-14: Rahab’s faith without works—she believed in
the one true God of Israel and His word in the Abrahamic
Covenant—individual salvation—justification before God by
faith without works.

--Abraham and Rahab were justified/saved by faith without their
own works but connected to Christ’'s work by God
—participants in INDIVIDUAL SALVATION.

--Then Abraham and Rahab were justified/saved by faith with
their own works—participants in ISRAEL'S NATIONAL
SALVATION.




b. Joshua 2:15-24; 6:17-25: Based on her faith, Rahab, who was
willing to lose everything, blessing Israel and Israel blessing her

In return by delivering her and her family from the coming wrath
in accord with the Abrahamic Cov.

--At that time, she participated in Israel’s national salvation by
assisting their entrance into the land and was incorporated
into the genealogy of Jesus, the King of the Kingdom (Mat.

1:1-5) and was memorialized forevermore in the Hall of Fame
of faith in Heb. 11.

--In the future, through resurrection, she will participate in
Israel’s national salvation more fully in Israel’s long
-prophesied earthly kingdom.
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