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Israel’s Two Salvations:

The Rich Ruler

Mat. 19; Mk. 10; Lk. 18



1. Last week we looked at a few questions asked with regard to the 

two (major) salvations in God’s Prophetic Program with the 

Nation of Israel:

a. Will anyone participate fully in Israel’s National Salvation in the

Kingdom?

--Only the LJC—others at various levels in various ways.

b. Why did Israel need to be saved as a nation but the Body

of Christ does not.

--Because rebelled against the grace resident in God’s I AM

Jehovah LORD Name and entered the Law at Sinai, by which

sin had dominion over them.

--Body of Christ is FORBIDDEN from relating to God based on

the Law or any Law.  Therefore sin cannot have dominion

over them because we are under grace (Rom. 6:14).



c. In addition, I wrote last week’s article on a 3rd question: What

impact does recognizing the two salvations in God’s Prophetic

Program with the Nation of Israel mean for traditional

dispensationalism’s teaching on testings that call for works?

--The GREAT error of traditional disp., which has also been

brought into Mid-Acts Disp., is that they think these “testings

that call for works” are how an enemy sinner participates in

individual salvation.

--When, in fact, they are how a righteous friend of God

participates in Israel’s National salvation for an abounding

entry into Israel’s earthly Kingdom. 



2. A final question we will look at was about how understanding the 

two salvations in God’s Prophetic Program affects the 

interpretation of the account of the rich young ruler (Mat. 19:16-

22; Mk. 10:17-30; Lk. 18:18-30; 10:25-30).

a. The first thing to note is that this is the rich young RULER

OF ISRAEL.

--Not the rich young LUTHER OF GERMANY!



b. He is not asking what must I do to participate in individual

salvation as a sinner before God, granted eternal life.

--Like the VRS of Israel, he thought he already had that just

because he was a physical descendent of Abraham, Isaac

and Jacob.  Jesus and John the B. correct this deception in

Mat. 3:7-12.  

--He assumed he was automatically righteous before God not

because of faith, but because of having circumcision and the

Law (Rom. 2:13, 28-29).   



c.  Rather, he is asking what he must do to INHERIT—have,

possess, access, enjoy—the everlasting life he assumes God

had granted him (just because he was born a child of

Abraham) to be lived out in the long-prophesied everlasting

Kingdom of God on earth given to the Nation of Israel (Acts 1:6).

--Notice that the account in Matthew explains itself:

v.16—what must I do to HAVE/possess—to access, make

use of, enjoy.

v. 17--Jesus’ response equates “having eternal life” with

“entering into life”.

v. 23-24—which is equated with “entering the kingdom of

God/heaven.”

v. 29—which is equated with “INHERITING everlasting life” in

the Kingdom



3. This is supported by accounts in the other Gospels:

a. Mk. 10:17: What shall I DO to INHERIT eternal life?

--v. 23-24—Jesus equates this with entering the Kingdom of

God. 

b. Lk. 18:18: What shall I DO to INHERIT eternal life?

--v. 24-25—Again Jesus equates this with entering the

Kingdom.

c. Also Lk. 10:25-30: INHERIT. 

d. The 12 year old boy was granted an “inheritance” the moment

his parents died.

--But he didn’t “inherit”—have, possess, access, enjoy--it until

he was 21 (when he entered into adult sonship position).



4. In short, the key word is INHERIT. He is asking how to enter into

the fullness of Israel’s sonship position in the Kingdom.

--He assumes he has already been granted an inheritance (of

eternal life from the Father),

--He wants to know how he can attain full access to that

inheritance (of eternal life).

--And Jesus Christ says it is through Him—which he already

inadvertently called Good and, therefore, God--trying to lead

him to follow Him in faith.



5. INHERIT terminology aways has to do with how believers—

righteous friends/saints—heirs of God and His things--enter into

the full blessings—FULL LIFE--of their sonship position, which 

gives them full access to the eternal life of God through Christ, so 

they can possess and enjoy it forevermore. Regenerate Israelites 

who follow Christ will inherit the Kingdom (Mat. 19:28).

a. It does not have to do with how unbelievers—enemy sinners

--enter into a right relationship with God unto eternal life

—granted an inheritance of eternal life.



b. The members of the Nation of Israel have not yet entered the

fullness sonship position because they threw it away at Sinai

(Rom. 9-10). 

--They will receive it in full in the Kingdom (Rom. 11:26-27).

c. The members of the Body of Christ, however, enter their

sonship position the moment they are saved only yet awaiting

the redemption of the body in the future.    



6.  So:

a. The rich ruler is NOT asking what must I, as a sinner, do to be

saved and brought into right standing before God, granted

eternal life—individual salvation—he thought he didn’t need that.

--The answer to this question would have been BELIEVE!

b. He was asking how--as someone who is already right before

God as a natural descendent of Abraham and a member

of the Nation of Israel that has circumcision and the Law—he

can possess, access and enjoy the everlasting life he thinks he

already has been granted by maximizing his participation in

Israel’s National Salvation in Israel’s earthly Kingdom.

c. He wanted the best of both worlds—to possess/enjoy his natural

inheritance and add to that his inheritance of the Kingdom in the

future.



7.  Jesus basically tells him to do what James told his audience to

do: Keep the Law perfectly (James 2:10), love others as

yourself, become poor to become rich (James 2:10; 2:8; 2:5,

respectively), etc.

a. Of course, this can only be done through a foretaste of New

Cov. blessings—whereby the Law would be engraved in the

heart and he would be given the Spirit who would cause him

to do God’s commands so they could receive the inheritance

stored for them in the blessings of the Law,

--Which is only available to believing Israel.

b. What Israel’s VRS and the Rich Ruler rejected was that it

wasn’t enough to just be a natural descendent of Abraham.

--He also had to follow in Abraham’s spiritual footsteps of faith.



c. The young man, however, made the same mistake Israel made

at Sinai—he thought with the VRS that they could make

themselves into God’s holy and great Nation by “doing” the

Law through the power of the flesh, 

d. This is the thinking that for 1500 years brought Israel under the

Curses of the Law, resulting in the death of the nation and

leaving her under Gentile rule, captive in the clutches of Satan.



8. If Israel had used the Law properly, it would have brought them to 

despair over their sinful condition and got them to fall on the 

grace of God’s I AM Jehovah LORD Name, so they would have 

recognized and received the Son when He came.

a. Instead, they replaced God’s Law with a dumb-downed

version of the Law, then when they met its demands, they

deceived themselves into thinking they had actually

established their own righteousness before God (Rom. 10:1

-3).

b. The prime example of this is the pharisaical law system

whereby they threw away the big, important and difficult

things of the Law (like mercy, judgment and faith), focusing

on the little less significant things (like counting to pay tithe

on mint, anise, and cumin) (Mat. 23:23-24) (Phil. 3:4-9).  



9.  Jesus exposed this deception of the VRS, demonstrating that

the man broke the culminating command of the Law: Though

shalt not covet, which is IDOLATRY (Col. 3:5).

a. That command takes all the other commands, which could be

done externally without faith, and places them in heart in faith.

b. This is the great error of Israel’s VRS—they didn’t start at the

stating block.  Instead, they started with being born of Abraham,

having circumcision or having the Law.  

c. But those were all false starts that automatically disqualified

them not only from individual salvation unto eternal live but

from living out that life as participants of Israel’s national

salvation in the kingdom as well.  



10.  The only answer was to follow Jesus by believing, which would

make him a participant in individual salvation—justification

before God, forgiven all personal sins and granting him an

inheritance of eternal life by faith without works, inherited and

lived out in the everlasting Kingdom.

--Which then qualified him to participate in Israel’s national

salvation—justification before Christ at His 2nd Coming,

forgiven all association with Israel’s national sin/s and

aboundingly living out their everlasting life in Israel’s

everlasting kingdom of God on earth.
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