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Ye Shall Know That I AM
Jn. 8:28; Exodus and Ezekiel



1. Overview:

a. Jn. 1-4: God the Son’s journey from the eternal heavenly realm

of light into the temporal earthly realm of darkness, going to

His own Nation of Israel embodied in the person of the Lord

Jesus Christ, announcing Himself in Jerusalem, Judea, Galilee

and Samaria, culminating in the proclamation of His I AM

Jehovah Name.

--The passage goes from “seeing and believing” to “not seeing

and believing.”

b. Jn. 5—The principle that they don’t believe in Jesus Christ

because they don’t really believe in God, the Scriptures or

Moses. 



d. Jn. 7—The roar of the chattering crowd and Jews almost silences

Jesus, culminating in Him almost being stoned. 

c. Jn. 6—He’s the source of life to all who eat and drink Him by

believing and following Him—the Lord’s Sabbath.

2.  Jn. 8:1-20:

a. 8:1-11—2nd Temple Sign; adulterous woman who represents

the adulterous Nation of Israel; it self-condemned rulers who

represent Israel’s vain religious system.

b. 8:12—I AM (predicate)--Jesus bears witness of Himself and

His testimony is true: I AM the Light of the world (beginning in

Jerusalem/Israel).



c. 8:13-15--He must testify of Himself because He is the only one

who knows where He came from or where He is going to.

d. 8:16-18—I AM (absolute)--Yet He is not alone—the Father sent

Him and is with Him. 

e. 8:19-20—Jn. 5 Principle—they don’t know Him because they

don’t know the Father.  



3. 8:21-24--I AM (location and absolute)—the Prophet who like 

Ezekiel God has sent to provide a way of salvation for believing 

Israel in and through the coming wrath or Ye shall die in your 

sin/s (Deut. 18:15-20; Ezek. 3:16-21).

a. vv. 21-22—Looking for a Messiah/King apart from Me will be

futile for they can’t go where the true Messiah is. He has to

come to you: And ye shall die in your SIN (sing.)—the SIN of

unbelief (Jn. 16:9).



b. vv. 23-24—I AM from a wholly different sphere of existence

that you have no access to—the heavenly holy divine realm

above not the earthly sinful human realm below: If you don’t

believe this—that I AM—I bear the Jehovah LORD Name of

God—God the Son--you shall die in your SINS (pl.) that come

from that SIN of unbelief.    



4. OT quote #1:  Jn. 8:21, 24—Ye shall die in your sin/s—the role 

of a true Prophet (Ezek. 3:16-21; Deut. 18:15-20).

a. Like the Israel of old, Israel through her VRS was trying to

attain salvation from the coming wrath by relying on the wrong

things—the Law, Circumcision, being the physical descendants

of Abraham, false righteousness, etc.

--They needed to first believe in the I AM LORD of Israel and

what He says to them.  

--Otherwise, they will die in their sin/s and not participate in

Israel’s national salvation from the coming wrath and

entrance into the Kingdom.   



5. Jn. 8:25-27:  Like Ezekiel, Jesus has been sent to say and judge 

in accod with what He has heard of the Father, who is true. He 

has come to display the glory of God by proclaiming His I AM 

Jehovah Name, dispensing grace and mercy, warning of their 

unrighteousness (Ezek. 3:16-21).

a. As LORD’s watchman, out of the grace/mercy resident in His I

AM Jehovah Name, Ezekiel was required to warn the

Israel of God’s coming judgment against the nation via

Babylon.

b. Here Jesus--the LORD Himself—out of the grace resident in

His I AM Jehovah Name—is sent to warn Israel of God’s

coming wrath in the Tribulation Period and the Great and

Terrible Wrath of the LORD.   



6. OT quote #2:  YOU SHALL KNOW THAT I AM (THE LORD).This 

phrase contains a promise and a warning (Jn. 8:28-29).

a. It is a key thread that goes through the Scriptures.

b. One of its greatest displays is the grace apostleship of Paul

(Acts 9:5; Rom. 1:5). 

--When Israel and the whole world rebelled against the Lord,

He went down not to destroy the rebels in His wrath and

judgment, but to save them in His grace and peace. 

c. And it will be ultimately fulfilled—Phil. 2:11.



7.  This phrase occurs at major milestones in Israel’s history. 

a. Exodus: some 9 times—Reference to the Exodus out of Egypt

—Deliverance for Israel and destruction for Egypt (Ex. 5:2 with

6:7; 7:5, 17; 8:22; 14:4,18; 16:12; 29:46; 31:13—10 times with

Ex. 7:17).

b. Ezekiel: some 70 times—In the context of Israel’s destruction

and death in Babylonian Captivity, Ezekiel gives hope of

Israel’s future national restoration—the regathering of His own

people and the destruction of all enemies—resulting in Israel’s

permanent glorification under the Davidic King (Ezek. 6:7, 10,

13, 14; 7:4, 9, 27; 36:11, 23, 38; 39:6, 7, 22, 28, etc.). .
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