
What Child Is This Pt. 1
Dec 21, 2025

The world has largely driven the Lord Jesus Christ out of Christmas.  While they 
may just tolerate an unthreatening, harmless little baby in a manger, just don’t 
present Him as risen from the dead, the eternal God and Creator of all things, with all 
power, glory and authority to rule and judge so that before Him every knee shall bow,
of things in heaven and things in earth and things under the earth; and that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father (Phil. 
2:10-11).  Let’s look at who this baby in the manger really is:

1. He is IMMANUEL—God with us in the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ (Mat. 
1:23).

2. He is with us not only at His birth (Mat. 1:23) and earthly ministry and beyond 
(Mat. 18:20), but “always”—all the way—even unto the end of the world, 
Amen (Mat. 28:20).

3. When He returns, He will have all power and glory to judge the world (Mat. 
28:18). 

4. He bears the I AM Jehovah Name that only God bears because He is absolute 

God, the eternal Word, the 2nd Person of the Triune Godhead. Jesus: The LORD 
(Jehovah) Your Salvation.

5. He is the Savior who will accomplish all God’s plan and purpose for creation.  
He is the fulfiller of God’s Prophetic Program with Israel to restore His glory on 
earth (Lk. 1:72; Acts 3:21), and the fulfiller of God’s Mystery Program with the 
Body of Christ to restore His glory in the heavenlies (Rom. 1:3-5; 2 Tim. 2:8); 
thereby fulfilling Eph. 1:10—That in the dispensation of the fulness of times He 
might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and 
which are on earth, even in Him:  The Lord Jesus Christ. 

6. He is the eternal Word who became flesh to reveal God’s glory to the world of 
humanity (Jn. 1:1, 14). 

7. He is the One who will fulfill all God’s plans by destroying all the kingdoms of 
men and fallen angels and replace them with His own Kingdom on earth and in 
the heavenlies under the rule of His Son:  The Lord Jesus Christ.



The Scriptures Come Alive!
Dec 28, 2025

One of the easiest ways to dramatically increase our understanding of the 
Scriptures, especially the non-Pauline Scriptures, comes by increasing our 
understanding of God’s I AM Jehovah/LORD Name.  Put quantitatively, this name is 
used about 7,000 times in the Old Testament.  The OT contains 929 chapters.  
Therefore, on average, every chapter contains 7-8 references to God’s Jehovah/LORD 
Name.  In short, God’s Jehovah/LORD name permeates in and through nearly every 
passage.  Investing even just a little time and energy into learning even just a little bit 
about this Name provides a disproportionately return on investment, astronomically 
increasing our understanding of the whole Bible, especially the non-Pauline 
Scriptures--the Old Testament, Gospel Accounts, ministry of Peter and those 
associated with him—but also the Pauline Scriptures—Romans-Philemon--as well!

Let’s look at some of the basics of God’s I AM Jehovah/LORD Name:

1. Most translators indicate the underlying Hebrew word for Jehovah/Yahweh in 
English with the word LORD in all capitals.

2. While God’s Jehovah/LORD Name was used before the Exodus (Gen. 2:4; 12:1; 
49:18; etc.), it wasn’t made known in all its fullness and meaning for the Nation
of Israel until the Exodus Account.  Before that, He was primarily known to the 
fathers of Israel by the Name:  God Almighty (Ex. 6:3).  

3. At the Exodus God revealed His LORD Name in its fullness through two parallel 
statements in Ex. 3:14-15.  First, God instructs Moses to tell the Israelites: I AM 
sent you (Moses) to deliver them (Ex. 3:14).  But when God repeats this 
instruction in the next verse, He replaces the I AM saying with His 
Jehovah/LORD Name: The LORD God sent you to deliver them.  From this point 
on God’s Jehovah/LORD Name is forever tied to His I AM saying.  He is now 
known by His I AM JEHOVAH/LORD Name. 

4. The exceeding importance of God’s I AM LORD Name was that it reversed the 
order of cursing and blessing that the Mosaic Law called for:

a) Ex. 20:1-5:  In accord with the Law, God’s immediate response to idolaters 
and rebels was to FIRST go down to destroy them in His wrath and 
judgment.  Then, SECOND, He would dispense mercy and grace to anyone 
left standing--like Moses--(Ex. 20:5b-6).



b) Ex. 34:5-9:  In accord with His I AM LORD Name, however, God reserved the 
right to operate outside the Law in relationship with Israel, reversing the 
order of cursing and blessing in the Law, whereby He would FIRST respond 
to idolaters and rebels by dispensing grace and mercy.  Then, SECOND, those
who responded negatively to His mercy and grace, rejecting it in unbelief, 
would receive His wrath and judgment while those who responded 
positively to His mercy and grace, receiving it in faith, would receive more 
mercy and grace (Ex. 34:7).  
--The importance of this divine prerogative revealed in God’s I AM 
Jehovah/LORD Name cannot be overstated.  For if God hadn’t reserved the 
right to operate outside the Law in this way, He would have had to destroy 
the Nation of Israel every few generations and start over with whoever was 
left standing.  In short, apart from this divine prerogative, THERE WOULD 
NEVER BE GOD’S OWN GREAT AND HOLY NATION OF ISRAEL (Gen. 12:2; Ex. 
19:6)!

c) Ex. 32:9-14:  The classic example that explains how God’s I AM LORD Name 
works  occurred at the Golden Calf Incident.  There, Israel completely broke 
the Law by committing idolatry, sexual immorality, etc.
--Ex. 32:9-10: In accord with the Law, FIRST, God told Moses to get out of the 
way so He could go down and consume the idolatrous rebels.  Then, 
SECOND, He would dispense mercy by starting the nation over with Moses.
--Ex. 32:12-14:  Moses, however, intercedes on Israel’s behalf by appealing 
to God in accord His I AM LORD Name, and its reputation among the 
Gentiles.  God promised Abraham that He would INCREASE the Nation of 
Israel not DECREASE it! Based on the grace resident in His I AM LORD Name, 
God repented and FIRST responded with longsuffering mercy to rebellious 
Israel, then, SECOND, with wrath and judgment to the unrepentant 
instigators on the one hand and with more longsuffering mercy to the 
repentant on the other, agreeing to remain present with them (Ex. 33:14).

5. This Name sets the tone for all God’s dealings with Israel.  Whenever you see God 
dealing with Israel based on His (I AM) LORD Name, He did so by FIRST extending His 
long-suffering mercy and grace, trying to lead them to repent and return to Him in 
faith.  Only then, SECOND, after that was rejected in unbelief, did He dispense wrath 
and judgment.  Therefore, His wrath and judgment  was never a rash unfair display of 
uncontrollable anger.  It was always a measured fair response after FIRST extending 
His long-suffering mercy and grace.



What's In a Name?   Pt. 3 (Mat. 1) 
Jan 04, 2026

  



Jesus and the LORD
Jan 11, 2026

Matthew tells us in Matthew 1 that in the embodied human, Jesus Christ, God had 
fulfilled the promise He made to David to enflesh Himself into the line of David, 
providing an Israelite who could accomplish what no other Israelite could accomplish
—namely, Israel’s national salvation.  He will be named Jesus because He is Jehovah 
Your Savior/Salvation. One way Matthew brings out the divine status of Jesus is by 
taking Old Testament passages that refer directly to the LORD (Jehovah) God and 
applying them just as directly to the Lord Jesus Christ.  Let’s look at some examples:

1.      In Mat. 1:23, Matthew quotes Is. 7:14. There, the LORD offers to give Ahaz a 
sign but Ahaz refuses.  So, the LORD God looks over Ahaz and out into the future, 
offering a sign to the whole House of David, especially the kings that would come 
from him, and especially one KING in particular: Behold, a virgin shall conceive and 
bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.  Since the conception will be by a 
“virgin,” it must be miraculous (Mat. 1).  And since His name will be GOD WITH US 
(Immanuel), He must be Jehovah LORD Himself enfleshed in the line of David and 
embodied in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ—Jehovah LORD Your 
Savior/Salvation!  This “child who is Immanuel” will be the future KING who will 
deliver Israel not only from the Assyrians at that time but from all enemy nations in 
the future, setting up His Rule over the whole earth (Is. 8:8, 10). Moreover, this “child 
who is Immanuel” is identified as Wonderful (Israel’s Redeemer), Counsellor (Israel’s 
Deliverer), the Mighty God (Israel’s Avenger), the everlasting Father (Israel’s Blesser) 
and the Prince (Israel’s King) of Peace (Is. 9:6). 

It is obvious that this terminology could NOT be applied to any child born before 
Isaiah, born in Isaiah’s day or born at any time after Isaiah. None, that is, but One:
The Lord Jesus Christ, and Matthew announces that He has arrived.  Therefore, while 
the long-term prophecy in Is. 7:14 may have revealed the short-term length of time 
until the Israel (Northern Kingdom)/Aram (Syria) confederacy against Judah (about 3 
years) in Isaiah’s day was destroyed, it was not fulfilled until hundreds of years later 
in Matthew’s day (Mat. 1:23)! 

2.      In Mat. 3:3, John the Baptist quoted Is. 40:3 where Isaiah promised Israel that 
in the midst of her captivities, the LORD (Jehovah) God would not forget them (Is. 
40:1-2).  They were to listen for the voice of him that cries in the wilderness, Prepare 
ye the way of the LORD (Jehovah), make straight in the desert a highway for our 



God, for He will save them (Is. 40:3-4).  In Matthew, John the Baptist equated Isaiah’s 
voice of one crying in the wilderness with that of John the Baptist and Isaiah’s way of 
the LORD our God with the way of Jesus!

3.      In Mat. 11:10, and in harmony with Is. 40:3, Jesus quoted Mal. 3:1. There, 
Malachi promised a future prophet whom the LORD God (Mal. 2:17-3:1) would send 
to prepare His way. Jesus identified the messenger/prophet with John the Baptist and
Himself with the LORD (Jehovah) God of Israel!

4.      In Mat. 11:28, Jesus quoted Ex. 33:14 where God promised that the LORD’s 
presence would go before Israel and give them rest.  In doing so, He took a provision 
that was reserved solely for the LORD (Jehovah) God of Israel and applied it to 
Himself!

5.      In Mat. 18:20, Jesus referred to passages like Num. 35:34 and Joel 2:27 in 
which  the LORD (Jehovah) promised to dwell with Israel and applied them directly to 
Himself—where two or three (because of severe persecution, especially in the 
Tribulation Period) are gathered together in My name (the only name shared among 
the Triune Godhead--His I AM Jehovah LORD Name), there am I in the midst of them.  
In addition, to do this, He claimed omniscience and omnipresence, attributes that 
belong solely to the (Jehovah) LORD God of Israel!

6.      In Mat. 21:16, Jesus quoted Ps. 8:1-2, a text that explicitly refers to the LORD 
(Jehovah) God of Israel, whose glory extends beyond the heavens.  Jesus not only 
applied it to Himself but went on to accept praise that belongs solely to the LORD!

7.      In Mat. 24:35, quoted Is. 40:7-8, which refers to the Word/s of the LORD 
(Jehovah) as being authoritative and everlasting—a prerogative reserved for the 
LORD God of Israel.  Yet Jesus ascribes it to Himself--His word is authoritative and 
everlasting.  But Jesus goes even further. In Isaiah, the Word/s of the LORD was more 
lasting than perishing grass and flowers.  In Matthew, however, the Word/s of Jesus 
will last longer than the whole creation! In short, Jesus’ word/s were equal to God’s 
words and as eternal as God Himself!!

8.      In Mat. 25:31, Jesus quoted from Zech. 14:5, equating His Own Coming in 
Glory to sit on His Throne to judge the nations on earth with the Coming of the LORD 
(Jehovah) in Glory to sit on His Throne to judge the nations on earth!


