
THE MOST IMPORTANT BOOK IN THE WORLD!

ROMANS
Rom. 3:21



ROM. 3:21:  BUT NOW!  And Philemon
Structure of Philemon:
I. (vv. 1-3)--Paul and his co-workers and co-soldiers.
      II.       (vv. 4-7)--Paul’s Intercessory Prayer—Super-abounding Brotherly Love.
               III.     (vv. 8-10)--LOVE—In the light of Paul and Onesimus’ Father/Son                              
                          relationship, Paul didn’t command Philemon to obey but beseeched him to     
                          respond voluntarily out of Love.
                                IV.   (v. 11)--BUT NOW:  Because of Paul’s Ministry, everything has                     
                                        changed:   Onesimus (profitable), who was unprofitable is now living    
                                        up to his name and is profitable.
                III’.    (VV. 12-17)--LOVE—In the light of Philemon’s and Onesimus’ Brother
                         relationship, Paul didn’t consider his own things but the things of Philemon    
                         and Onesimus:  Receive him as if he were Paul’s heart (v.12), as Paul himself   
                         (v. 17).  
      II’.       Paul’s Intercessory assumption of Onesimus’ debt—redemption (vv. 18-21)
I’.    Paul and his co-workers and co-prisoners (vv. 22-25)4/14/2018
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ROM. 3:21:  BUT NOW!  And Philemon

2. In Love, Paul didn’t consider his own things but the things of others by becoming a 
prisoner of Christ on behalf of the brethren. (v. 1, 8-9, 12-16)

1. In Love, Paul didn’t use his power and authority to get his own way but to open the 
way of love for others.  

       --Paul’s could have used his apostolic authority to force Philemon to do what he             
          wanted but instead he used it to open the way for Philemon to do right willingly.        
          (vv. 8-9)

3. In Love Paul didn’t consider his own things but the things of others because while he 
could have kept Onesimus for himself he  didn’t.

       --Instead he considered Philemon’s and Onesimus’ things. (v. 12-16)

4. In Love Paul didn’t consider his fatherhood relationship with Onesimus as most 
important but of Philemon’s brotherhood to Onesimus.  (v. 9, 16)



ROM. 3:21:  BUT NOW!  And Philemon

7. Therefore Philemon must extend brotherly love to Onesimus and receive him as a co-
worker with Paul following Paul’s Pattern (v. 17).

6. BUT NOW!  Onesimus had been unprofitable BUT NOW (having been saved through 
Paul’s ministry) is profitable.  From Divine Viewpoint, everything has changed:

       a.  The earthly slave-master relationship is transformed into an everlasting brother-   
              brother relationship (v.15-16; Gal. 3:28; Col. 3:11). 
       b.  The view of the temporary decaying things of this world is transformed by the          
              full-appreciation of our riches in Christ, which are of infinite value and eternal         
              duration.    (v. 6 and 15). 

5. In Love, Paul didn’t consider his own financial things but the financial things of 
Philemon if it would help Philemon’s and Onesimus’ brotherhood relationship.  (v. 
18-22)


