
THE HOLY SPIRIT’S MINISTRY (Pt. 2)

Rom. 8



1.  The key to the Christian life is NOT going back to the

flesh through the Law but to continue on in the Spirit

through Grace! (Rom. 8:1-2)

--The Law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus is the only

law that can overpower sin and death (7:25; 8:1-3)

2. As we enter into Rom. 8, the “I” of the Law/Works/Flesh 

System of the Self disappears and is replaced with the 

“We” of the Grace/Faith/Spirit System whereby the believer 

is brought into the Life of the whole Triune Godhead and 

united to every other believer there (Rom. 8:1-11)



3. The “I” in reliance on the self, flesh and Law to carry self to 

God leads to defeat and despair of Rom. 7, disappears in 

Romans 8, and the Holy Spirit takes control, carrying all 

believers by Grace to God Himself.  (Rom. 8:2)

4. Rom. 8:3-4:  What the Law couldn’t do because it was 

weak through the flesh (because of indwelling sin) God did 

when He condemned sin in the flesh through the Cross of 

Christ, freeing us from condemnation.  

5. This is the Righteousness of God in saving His enemies 

through Christ and His Cross that we read about in Rom. 3.



6. The point:  If what accomplished this is the infinite and 

eternal Righteousness of God, then it MORE than fulfills the 

little amount of human righteousness that the Law required.   

--i.e., if a pole vaulter clears the 20 ft pole, he automatically

clears the 1-inch pole.

7. The Law called on the sinner to just step over the 1-inch 

pole, just produce basic human righteousness—you know, 

treat others as yourself or love others as yourself—and 

sinners couldn’t even produce that because of the sinful 

flesh, resulting in condemnation.   



8. The big error of man-made religious systems is that they 

say salvation is God giving us the basic human 

righteousness we lacked under the Law.  

9. But that is not God’s and Paul’s salvation:  Salvation is not 

God giving us basic human righteousness.  It is God 

bringing us into His Own Righteousness in Christ!

--If we are participants in clearing the 20-foot pole of the

Righteousness of God, we automatically clear any lesser

pole of the Law.   

10.The key to the Christian Life is not to go a 

Law/Works/Flesh System that calls on your flesh to clear 

the 1 inch pole but gives no power to do even that. Rom. 7 



11.The key to the Christian Life is to go on in the Pauline 

Grace/Faith/Spirit System whereby God calls on us to clear 

the million trillion-mile bar and then carries us over it, 

bringing us to Himself … Rom. 8 

12.This is seen most clearly when Paul says:  He that loves 

another has fulfilled the Law, and the Law is fulfilled in one 

word:  Though shalt love thy neighbor as thyself (Rom. 

13:8-10; Gal. 5:13-18).

13.Most say that even though Paul has been emphasizing in 

Romans and Galatians that believers have been freed from 

the Law, and that they must never ever return to it, not 

even for a moment!  That he now in these verses takes all 

that back and says we are really under the Law after all.



14. What does the love of the Law say?

a.  Love others AS yourself.

b.  Treat others AS you would like to be treated. 

c.  Look at yourself and love accordingly but fallen

humanity couldn’t even do that on its own. 

15.  But what does the love of Pauline Grace say? Phil. 2:3-4)

a.  Love others ABOVE yourself.

b.  Treat others BETTER than yourselves.

c.  DON’T LOOK AT YOURSELVES BUT LOOK AT CHRIST

AND HIS CROSS, which motivates and empowers us to

selfless love of God at the Cross of Christ:  AGAPE LOVE!

d.  This accomplishes far more than the Law called for:  

It FULL—FILLS IT! 


