Revelation timeline notes

In order to understand the events in the book of Revelation and where they are occurring on the
timeline, it's necessary to understand that throughout the book, there are at least 10 loops back to
earlier time markers where additional details are given. It's really no different than what we see in
Genesis chapters 1 and 2 - where Genesis 2 loops back to the creation of Adam and provides
additional details associated with that event.

You should also know that after looping back to some previous event, some loops may not present
information in a continuous, chronological order, but may jump ahead to some future event, typically
giving the reader a glimpse of something that will occur at some later time - often something that will
become a reality when the 7 year Tribulation is over.

Ch 1: John obviously wrote the book of Revelation long before any of the time markers on the
accompanying timeline. He will be writing about what he was shown pertaining to the resumption of
Israel’s prophetic program, the 7 year Tribulation, the 2nd coming of Christ in the future, the
millennium and beyond the millennium.

Ch 2-3: Here begins a more detailed description of future events. The seven churches are
comprised of true members of the future little flock of believers, along with false members - the “tares”
who have infiltrated these future churches, and who will be undermining the ministry of the little flock
until Christ returns to burn them up according to the baptism of fire and the Parable of the Wheat and
Tares.

It probably cannot be determined exactly when the seven churches of chapters 2 and 3 begin to be
addressed by the seven angels. It may be one of the very first things that will occur in the gap
following the Rapture. Nevertheless, events are spoken of involving these seven churches which will
be occurring throughout the 7 year Tribulation period, during the 2nd coming of Christ and even on
into the millennium.

Thus chapters 2-3 span some time following the Rapture all the way into the millennium.

Ch 4-5: Here John is allowed to see the throne room of Almighty God and John learns that Christ,
the Lamb, is the only one who is worthy to take title deed to all the earth.

In chapter 5, there are obvious references to events which will come to pass when Christ actually
does this, but for all intents and purposes, the events pertaining to Israel’s 7 year Tribulation have not
yet begun.

Thus chapters 4-5 consist of information which could stand alone anywhere independent of the
timeline.

Ch 6: (Loop 1) This chapter loops back to when the 7 year Tribulation officially begins with the
opening of the 1st of the seven seals designating the appearance of the Antichrist on the white horse.
The opening of the 6th seal is associated with the 2nd coming of Christ.

Thus chapter 6 spans the beginning of the 7 year Tribulation to the 2nd coming of Christ with very
little specific information anywhere along the way except for some details pertaining to the 2nd
coming of Christ in verses 12-17.

Ch 7: (Loop 2) This chapter loops all the way back to what is most likely the very first event
associated with the resumption of Israel’s prophetic program after the Rapture - the calling out of the
144,000 servants of the Lord. They are the new ‘little flock” of believers in the future. Some of them
may very well be associated with those seven churches in chapters 2 and 3.



Verse 9 through the end of the chapter jumps ahead in time where we see those saints who endured
to the end of the Tribulation. We see them with Christ in the millennium and beyond.

Thus chapter 7 spans the entire time from the resumption of Israel’'s program after the Rapture to the
millennium and beyond.

But we have not yet seen the opening of the 7th seal.

Ch 8-10 (Loop 3) This section loops back to pick up with the opening of the 7th seal. Remember that
chapter 6 ended with the opening of the 6th seal which progressed to the 2nd coming of Christ, so
what will be occurring in this section with the opening of the 7th seal will be events which will be
looping back to events which will occur after the 2nd coming of Christ - during that 3 day period of
time spanning Christ’s 2nd coming to the end of the Tribulation culminating in the battle of
Armageddon.

In this section will be events associated with the trumpet sounding of 7 more angels and the 1st of
three “woes” upon the earth.

In verses 8:7-12 is the sounding of the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th of these 7 angels - each one associated
with specific devastations inflicted upon the earth.

In verse 8:13 another separate angel appears declaring 3 “woes” upon the earth that will be
associated with the sounding of the remaining 3 angels.

In 9:1-12, the 5th angel sounds. This angel opens the bottomless pit releasing locusts that have the
power of scorpions to torment men on the earth for 5 months - men who do not have the seal of God
in their foreheads. This is the 1st woe referred to by that angel in 9:12.

In 9:13-21, the 6th angel sounds which enables him to loose 4 more angels who will be leading an
enormous army of supernatural horsemen breathing out fire, smoke and brimstone which will kill 1/3
of the earths population - those who failed to repent of the sins described in 9:20-21. This
supernatural army of horsemen is described prophetically in Joel 2:1-11 and is that time period which
is defined as the great and terrible day of the Lord.

In 10:1-6, John sees another separate angel come down from heaven to the earth who has a little
open book in his hand, and John hears 7 thunderous voices, but he not allowed to write about what
those thunderous voices said.

In 10:7-11, John is told that when the 7th angel sounds, he should take the little open book that was
in the hand of the angel that came down from heaven in 10:1-2. Then John is instructed to eat the
book - which will be sweet in his mouth but bitter in his belly. Finally, John is instructed that he must
present these prophesies to many peoples, nations, tongues and kings.

John is also told that in the days when the voice of the 7th angel begins to sound that “the mystery of
God should be finished,” as he hath declared to his servants the prophets... But that 7th angel will
not sound until after another loop takes us back again to some earlier point in the 7 year Tribulation.

Thus, this lengthy section, and all these events span only 3 days at the most - from the 2nd coming of
Christ to some unspecified point before the final battle of Armageddon.

Ch 11 (Loop 4) This chapter loops back to the beginning of the 7 year Tribulation. It describes the
ministry of God’s two supernaturally empowered witnesses in Jerusalem during the first 3 1/2 years of
the Tribulation. Their ministry ends in chapter 11:12 when they are taken up to heaven in a cloud.
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Immediately after God’s two witnesses are taken up, there is a great earthquake in 11:13-14. This is
the 2nd woe and designates the resumption of events which were interrupted after the end of the 3rd
loop in chapter 10. The 3rd woe is soon to come.

In 11:15-17, the 7th angel sounds, and the scene now jumps over the remaining events of the
Tribulation back to the throne room of God in heaven, during the millennium, where we catch a
glimpse of the reaction of the 24 elders to all that Christ will have accomplished. All the kingdoms of
the world have now become the kingdom of the Lord and of His Christ, and Christ shall reign forever.

Back in chapter 10:7, John was told that when this 7th angel sounded, “the mystery of God should be
finished.” That is what we see in this last section of chapter 11 which continues on with events
associated with the Tribulation. The prophetic program which had been spoken by all the holy
prophets since the world began has been accomplished.

Although not indicated on the timeline, verses 11:18-19 could probably be viewed as another very
brief loop back into the Tribulation and millennial events as it describes the reaction of the nations to
Christs 2nd coming, it speaks of the rewards which will be given to certain of the kingdom saints, and
the final white throne judgment of mankind in Revelation 20.

Ch 12: (Loop 5) This chapter loops back to the resumption of Israel’s program with the calling out of
the 144,000 servants of the Lord who we saw in chapter 7. In verses 1-2 they are seen as the Israel
of God. They are now the little flock of God’s Israel. Although it is commonly presumed that the
‘manchild” in 12:5 and 12:13 refer to Christ, it more likely refers to these 144,000 servants. Isaiah
66:7 and the context around that verse reinforce this interpretation of the manchild.

Verse 6 marks the mid point of the 7 year Tribulation when the little flock of believers who are in the
land will flee into the wilderness, as Christ had instructed them to do in Matthew 24:15-22 when they
see the Antichrist commit the abomination of desolation in the temple in Jerusalem and initiate his
intention of exterminating the true believers in Israel. Satan is personally indwelling the Antichrist at
this point.

The “war in heaven” in verse 7 jumps ahead a bit and is probably occurring immediately before the
actual 2nd coming of Christ back down to the earth. More about this war in heaven is revealed when
the reader gets to Loop 9 associated with chapter 19.

Ch 13: (Loop 6) This chapter deals with the revealing of the Antichrist and his objectives. It's hard to
say whether his rising up out of the sea in 13:1 refers to when he comes in peacefully to mark the
official beginning of the 7 year Tribulation or whether it refers to when he commits the abomination of
desolation in the temple declaring himself to be God in the midst of the 7 year Tribulation. It really
doesn’t matter much what the case may be, because as soon as you get to 13:2, you are at the midst
of the Tribulation where Satan is now personally indwelling the Antichrist. The chapter then goes on
tp provide figurative descriptions of events and tactics of the Antichrist, attempting to deceive all the
world with lying signs and wonders during the last 3 1/2 years of the 7 year Tribulation.

Verses 13:11-18 introduce the false prophet who will be supporting and promoting everything that
Satan, through the Antichrist, will be attempting to accomplish with his lie program of false religion. In
13:16, he will introduce that “mark of the beast” which will guarantee eternal damnation to anyone
who accepts it. This chapter ends somewhere within those last 3 1/2 years before Armageddon.
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Ch 14:1-5: This short section jumps over the entire 7 year Tribulation for a brief look at some of the
blessings which the 144,000 servants of the Lord will be receiving in the millennium. Then the
chapter will loop back into Tribulation events.

Ch 14:6-20: (Loop 7) This section loops back into events associated with the 2nd coming of Christ.
14:8 mentions the fall of Babylon which will be described in great detail throughout all of chapter 18.
14:19-20 are probably are associated with the final battle of Armageddon.

Ch 15-16: (Loop 8) 15:1 begins the chapter with the introduction of yet 7 more angels who have in
their vials the last 7 plagues that will fill up the wrath of God’s last 7 plagues, so this has looped back
to some time after Christ’'s 2nd coming, but before the final battle of Armageddon. They will be
released to do this in 15:5.

Before they are released, we see in 15:2-4, the reaction of those saints who most likely had been
martyred attempting to endure to the end of the Tribulation.

In 16:1-11, we see the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th of these 7 angels pour out their vials of devastation
upon the earth.

The role of the 6th angel in 16:12 sets up the battle of Armageddon which ends this section, but not
until the vial of the 7th angel declares that God’s judgment has been completed

Ch 17-19:10: (Loop 9) Chapter 17 deals with MYSTERY BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF
HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH which is the title God collectively gives to all the
false religions of this world, inspired by Satan and going back to the world’s first false religious system
at the tower of Babel in Genesis 11. This false religious system will come to its zenith with the
Antichrist’s declaration that he is God. In these last days, Satans false religious system will be based
in Babylon, which could also appropriately be referred to as “spiritual” Babylon, and in chapter 17,
Satan’s ongoing lie program will come to an end - probably in verse 14.

s ongoing lie program.

Chapter 17:8-13 also provides a brief overview of the rise to power of the Antichrist.

Chapter 18 then deals with the literal city of Babylon, which could also appropriately be referred to as
“political Babylon” which will be the headquarters of the Antichrist and the commercial center of the
Middle East in the last days. In chapter 18, it will come to an end.

Chapter 19:1-10 begins by describing heaven’s reaction to these long awaited for judgements, and it
ends with events occurring in the millennium.

Ch 19:11-21: (Loop 10) This chapter loops back to the 2nd coming of Christ in 19:11 and ends with
the battle of Armageddon with the beast and the false prophet being cast into the lake of fire.

Chapter 20: This chapter describes events immediately following the battle of Armageddon. In
20:1-3 Satan is incarcerated in the bottomless pit for the entire duration of the millennial kingdom.
In 20:4-6, we see those who were admitted directly into the kingdom either because they had been
martyred or had endured to the end of the Tribulation.

After the 1,000 years, Satan is then released in 20:7 and he mounts an insurrection against Christ.
Satan is quickly defeated and is cast into the lake of fire forever.

Following this is the Great White Throne Judgment in 20:11-15.



Chapter 21: This chapter flows chronologically from chapter 20 and can be broken down into three
main sections:

Verses 1-8 introduce the new heaven and the new earth. Highlighting the new earth is the new holy
city of Jerusalem which finally descends down from heaven.

Verses 9-21 provide a physical description of the city.

Verses 22-27 provide additional unique characteristics of the city.

Chapter 22:1-7 Verses 22:1-7 flow chronologically from chapter 20 and continue describing unique
characteristics of the city. Highlighted in this section is the river of healing waters being sent forth
from the throne of God and the Lamb, and a brief mention in 22:3-4 of those saints who will being
serving the Lord.

Verses 22:8-21: (Loop11) This section can be considered a loop back in time in that it takes John out
of the prophetic vision back into real time where the angel has some final words of instructions
regarding everything that has been shown to John. Jesus also speaks to John. All readers of this
book are warned of the dangers involved in tampering with the word of God and the book ends with
the anxious awaiting of the Lord Jesus Christ to come and fulfill all these things.



21:1-8 The new heaven and the new earth

21:1 We come to the new heaven and the new earth. Notice heaven is singular. In
Isa.66:22 it reads “heavens.” Perhaps this can be resolved simply by understanding that
some nouns can be described using either the singular or plural. Sky / skies; heaven /
heavens

...and there was no more sea... Notice that this is singular also. Is this s reference to the
Red Sea which was Satan’s domain at the time of the exodus?

It cannot mean that there are no longer any bodies of water, as there will be a “river of
water...in 22:1 which will increase in size after emanating from the temple as described in
Ezek.47:1-12. This river will actually flow into the sea healing the waters of the sea.
21:2...the holy city new Jerusalem...This is the city that Abraham has been waiting for since
Heb.11:8-10. The foundations of that city were prophetically alluded to in Ezek.40:1-2. The
foundations were even alluded to as God’s ultimate plan in Ps.104:1-3

...prepared as a bride... So who or what is actually the bride prepared for Christ? This
should become more clear when we get to 21:9-

21:7...he that overcometh...takes us back to the “overcomers” in the churches of Rev.2-3
21:8 We won't look at this as another loop, but rather as sort of summary of what has already
taken place in chapter 20. However, some of the verses we find in chapter 22 raise the
question of whether or not there is going to sin present on the earth beyond the millennium.

21:9-21 Description of the the great city, the holy Jerusalem

21:14.. .twelve foundations...for the 12 apostles.

21:16 The city is a cube. | think we computed the cube as being 1,400 miles in each
direction.

21:19-20 Each foundation is of a different precious gem stone. There is some commonality
between the gemstones listed here and in the priestly garments described Ex:28:17- but not
a one to one correspondence unless there are gems described by more than one name.

21:22-27 Other unique characteristics pertaining to new Jerusalem.
| think we can conclude the this new Jerusalem is a representation of Israel which is therefore
the “bride of Christ.”

Chapter 22
22:1...a pure river of water of life... Here we see that this river is not flowing out from the
temple per se, but rather from “the throne of God and of the Lamb...
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22:2...for the healing of the nations...This is the verse which prompts the question - Healing
of or from what? Sin? 22:15 also prompts the question.

22:8 This verse brings Joh out of the prophetic vision back into real time.

22:15...without are...all these undesirables. |s this simply another reference to what has
happened to all these folks at the end of chapter 20, or will these types of folks still be
residing outside the city?

Notice the absence of anything pertaining to the heavenly places.



